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like that in Christ chureh, Shrewsbury, N.J.,
trom which generations of rectors have read,
and to which generations of lasymen have list-
¢ned, reminds one of the everlusting command-
ments of trod,

The tumily worship of Saturday evening may
remimd the thoughtful of the old ides 1n the
epistle of St. Barnabas, that as God rested on
the seventh day, so the world woukl end in the
seventh millenium,

T'he hymnal has well placed the hymn,

“Safely through another week,”

under the heading of Saturday.

In the beginning of the last century family
worship wus observed even in the inns in a cer-
tain part of Scotland,

In Hugh Miller’s ‘Schools and Schonimas-
ters,” (pp. 93-94), there is a pleasing descrip-
tion of a family service in the house ot Miller's
uncle. Atthe close of the day the househuld
assembled in a wide circle round the fire, and
the head of the house conducted the worship in
(aclic. The elderly man rewd from an English
Bible, translating naturally into Gaelic for his
domestics, as he read, The solemnity and caru-
estness of the evening prayer deeply impressed
Hugh Miller, though he did not understand the
langunge, The leader cevidently believed in an
ull-secing Presence. The red hght of the fire
fell with uncertain glimmer upon dark walls,
antl bure black rafters, and kneeling forms, anid
a pale expanse of dense smoke, that, filling the
upper portion of the root, vverhung the floor
like a ceiling, and thero arose amid the gloom
the sounds of” prayer directed to God in that
highland service.

It this occasion thus fixed itself in Miller's
mind, how many absent from their homes must
have such memories morning and evening to
aid thom, as they think of the old roof-tree, amd
the daily service there performed.

Jones of Nayland, in the figurative language
of loly Secripture (sect. iv. pp. 113, 114), hus
some interesting thoughts on the subject of this
article. He refers to the duily incense on the
wolden altar (Bx. 30). As the smoke and odor
of this otfering were wafted 1nto the holy place,
so the prayers of the faithful, like Cornelius,
ascend upward and find admission into the
highest heaven, As the incense was offered
twice daily, morning and evening, so the spirit
of this service, he maintuins, should be kept up
at those times throughout all generations, Mal-
achi (i. 11) foretells its observation throughout
the world, The prayers of the suints are now
presented in heaven (Rev. v. 8), “ Happy are
they,” he adds, “ who fulfil this service, and at
the rising and going down of the sun send up
this offering to heuvon twice every day.

He prays for all Christian families that God's
grace may “open their lips, and dispose their
afections; that they may meet together in
peace, and make a morning and an evening
sacrifice to that God. whose eyes are upon them
all the day long ; who made them and redeemed
thom, and is alone able to save those that eall
upon Him through Jesus Christ."—The Church-
man,

BOWING AT THE NAME OF JESUS.

Every now and then the question is asked
afresh, and so must be answered afresh. Where
did the custom of bowing in the Creed at the
name of Jesus come from? Doubtless, itisa
custom and an old custom; but, When, says
our ecclesiastical Paul Pry, When exactly did it
begin? Why we might as well ask, when did
any long known custom begin? Every ancient
custom must unquestionably bave had a begin-
ning ; but where is the precise beginning ofsuch
customs, as a habit or a rule? Anold French
lawyer says that custom is a reasonable act

when the people repeat it, multiply it and con-
tinue it. Ot course, then when x unit, a monad
a solitary case, that which becomes a cn\-mm’
might have been nnreasonable, or improper.,

And thus it may have been with bdwin:.:
(which comes ctymologically trom the hending,’
or bowing, of trees ina wind,) and especially
religious  bowing. Tuisis common enough, now
(according to the legalrule,) o be pre-eminen ty
reasonable, for it may have existed beyond u
hundred gencrations, © We read of the patriarch
Jacob's bowing, after rece ving o most solemn
oath from his favorite son. (Gen. xlvii. 31.)

. . .

We read of Duvid’s bowing, three tiwes over,
before the champion of his endangered fortnnes,
(i. Sam. xx. 4L} Ofinanimate Nature's bowing,
beforo the manifest presence ot the Most High,
(Heb. iii. 6.) These instances, of most unlike
bowing, are ample to show (for they are not in-
troduced a8 novelties) that bowings, and even
repeated bowings, are recognized as habitual
in the elder Dispensation. And Young's An-
alytical Coneordanee takes abeut asolid column
and a-halt” on one of its consolidated quarto
pages, to show how often the word bow as a noun,
and in other forms, is used in the Bible, and
i what a variety ofapplications,

Wheretore, iis u-eless to ask, where bow-
e came trom, or who first employed or sane-
tioned i Ttis anold, a very old affuir, like the
maxims and principlesof the common law; and
we might as well aslke who began, or originated
the now gencrally aceepted law,

It i quite easy then to unders tand, that bow-
ing uas a ok of respeer, or reverence, was a
familiar thig, whea Christianity dawned upon
the world. indeed, we find the enemies of
Christianity using it, in scorn and mockery. to
deride ncustom often used for the sake of
reverence, and honor.  (Matt, xxvii, 20,3 We
find the friends ofChristianityemploying it beforo
angels.  (Lauke xxiv.5.) But St Paul seems
to have setiled the matter, as it were canonical-
ly, by reiterating a prophecy, nid saying ©“ At
the name of Jesus every knee should bow.”
(Phil. ii. 10.)  This may have been a simple
suggestion of the great apostle, who was not one
whit behind the foremost of his name. But it
is quite possible, it was an actual ordinance; or,
as we might say, a rubric or a mandatory canon.
The apostle could make such rules, as it he were
what Romanists now call a pope, a rector orbis,
a world-wide emperor.  He said to the Corin-
thians, who were o very restless and schism-
muking people, *And so ordain I, in all
churches.” (1. Cor. vii. 17.)  Or rather, tocome
pearer his own Greek, “ And so ordain I, out
and out, in the churches afl of them.” 1f St,
Peter had ever taltked so, we should never have
heard the last of it to the “ crack of doom.” Asa
matter of fuct, he was, one might say infinitely
lower in the seale of ecclesiastical predominance.
e spoke to the elders who surrounded him, as
if he were buta presbyter like themselves, And
cven then as an oxhorter, and not a lawgiver,
(1. Pet.v. 1.)

But not to dwell upon such points, Paul’s sug-
gestive or mandatory interpretation of u pro-
pheey (Lsa. xlv, 23) appears to have been quite
enough for Christians to go upon.  We seem to
have an echo of it in the monitions of the
deacons, in the primitive liturgies, when they
cried, as in the liturgy of St. Mark, “ Bow your
head to Jesus Christ.,” Whence, it is altogether
probable, that in the progress of time, if not ut
once, Christians hegan to bow, whenever the
name of our Lord occurred in any religious
exercise. This certainly appears to have been
the impression left, by Church History, on the
minds of our British forefathers, us those im-
pressions  developed  themselves in  the
Eighteenth Canon of a.n, 1604, The marked
language of thal canon is as follows: * When in
time of Divine Service, the Lord Jesus shall be
mentioned, due and lowly reverence shall be
done by all persons present, as it hath been ac-
customed; testifying bythese outward ceremonies

and gestures their inward humility, Christian
resolution, and due acknowledgment, that the
Lovd Jesus Christ, the true and eternal Son of
God is the only Saviour of the world, in whom
alone all the meries, graces, and promises of God
to mankind for this life and the life to come,
are fully and wholly comprised.” Tho words
italicized, * as it hath been anccustomed,” show
most cevidently, that our forefathers did not
design o crouto it new custom, but to revive
and prolong an old one.

Far nearly 300 years, then, it has been the
formally authorised and requived duty ot'all the
followers of the Church of ngland, “in time of
Divine Service,” to show “due and lowly
reverence.” whenever mention is made of** the
Lord Jesus.”

T. W, Care,

[

THE CONFESSION,

At the end of the Fxhortation, the minister
invites the congregation to*“ accompany him to
the throne of grace,” and to join with heart and
voiee in a solemn Confession of Sin,

The rubric that goes before direets that this
“General Confession s to be said by the whole
congregation after the ministor, all knoeling,”
We are now *drawing near” to God, to address
Him. Oh, how reverently should we come,
Surcly, even it tho Church did rot direct, wo
should of our own secord fall low on our kncos
hefore His footstool, ¢ for tho Lord our God is
Holy.” e can notlook upon iniquity, and yot
the errand that brings us to Him is to tell Him
what guilty sinners we are—that we aroe stained
all over with that evil thing which he hatos to
look upon, 1 His throne were not indoed &
“throne of grace,” how could we venture to
come at all? Thirk fora moment of the majesty
of thut throne, St, John saw it in n vision:
“ A door was opened in heaven, and bhehold o
throne was set there, and One st on the
throne,” and round about were holy warship-
pors clothed in white raimont and with erowus
on their heads, The “white raiment” was an
emblem of their purity, and the ‘ crowns”
showed that they were kings,  We might well
think that such as thede had noneed to humb'e
themselves ; but what did St. John see? These
holy heings “full down before Him  that sat
upon the throne, und worship 1lim, and cast
their crowns before tho throne.””  Dear reader,
this is heavenly worship which you and I may
one day have a share in,  But what s contrast
to the cold and listless service that we offer to
Him now in Church, This is heavenly humil
ity ; shall we be too proud to try and learn
from it how Lo approach God now on earth?

Let as then kneel down reverently 1o join in
the “ General Confession,” coming s children
to a Father whom we have oftended,  But pe-
member, this reverenco and humblenens of heart
is quite different from feuar 5 we must not cotne
with doubts or fears, God hav invited us to
come, He has promised to reccive us, 1is
throne is a throne of grace. As we begin tosay
the Confession after the minister, the very first
words are full of encouragement, ** Most merci-
ful Father ;' this will givo us courage to go on,
Now look at the Coufession in your Prayer
Boolk; it is so simple that the most ignorant
cun join in and understand it You will uotice
that it does not speak of particnlar sins, but as
we say cach sentenco we must have our own
special faults and shortcomings plainly in our
minds, What we have done, and what we huvo
left “undone.”  Let us keep buck nothing from
our most merciful Father,  ILis true He knows
it all already, but that is not ecnough —we munt
confess. ‘Tnere is no promise of forgiveness 1o
those who try to hide their sins; and do not
forget to think of the things “left undone.”
Oh, what a heap of offences might come to our



