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cally a soldier still, but he was als> a farmer and a land-
holder. : _

Talon had recommended this plan as being in accordance
with the example of the Romans. *The practic® of that
politic and martial people,” he wrote, * may, in my opinion,
be wisely adopted in a country a thousand leagues distant
from its monarch. And as the peace and harmony of peo-
ple depend aboveall things on their fidelity to their sovereign,
our first kings, better statesmen than is commonly supposed,
introduced into newly conquered countries men of war, of
approved trust, in order at once to hold the inhabitants to
their duty within, and repel the enemy from without.” ,

The troops were accordingly discharged, and settled not
alone on the Richelieu, but also along the St. Lawrence, be-
tween Lake St. Peter and Montreal, as well as at some other
points. The Sulpitians, feudal owners of Montreal, adopted
a similar policy, and surroundzd their island with a border of
fiefs large and small, granted partly to officers and partly to
humbler settlers, bold, hardy, and practised in bush-fighting.
Thus a line of sentinels was posted around their entire shore,
ready to give thealarm whenever anencmy appeared. About
Quebec the settlements, covered as they were by those above,
were for the most part of a more pacific character.

To return to the Richelieu. The towns and villages which
have since grown upon its banks and along the adjacent
shores of the St. Lawrence owe their names to these officers
of Carigha.n, ancient lords of the soil :.Sorel, Chambly,
Saint Ours, Contrecceur, Varennes, Verchéres. Yet let it not
be supposed that villages sprang up at once. The military
seignior, valiant and poor as Walter the Penniless, was in no
condition to work such magic. His personal possessions
usually consisted of little but his sword and the money which -
the king had paid him for marrying a wife. A domain vary-
ing from half a league to six leagues in front on the river,
and from half a league to two leagues in depth, had been



