
The Animals of the North American Continent.

According to Buffon, thefauna of Amer-
ica is oharacterized by inferiority in size
wien conpared with that of the Old World;
on the other hand, it is the richest in spe-
oies, none having yet been extirpated, pos-
sessiMg 557.maiiimmaiia, of which 480 are its
own. One curious feature is, that no
country has contributed so little to the
stock of doestie'animals, having furnislhed,
with the exception of the Liama and the
Turkey, no animal serviceable to mîan.-In
connection with this, however, we nmust
remark, that a conmon-place observer would

be apt to imagine that the vast herds of
wild cattle and horses which roamn in thon-
sands over the savannalis of Mexico, and
the extreme Southera States, are indig--
nous ; little thinking that the descendants
of the few animals the Spanish conquerors
permitted to run wild, resumnedi the origin-
ality of tieir species.

The object of these papers will ba to
enumerate all the species of aîinnals of the
Nerthiern Continent of Amnerica, arranged
according to Cuvier's system;, with the m-troduction of incidents and peculiaitis

roally authorized and reliable, and in nany
instances unknown to the mnajority o
readers.

Passing over the first fainiy (Limanîa,
zmwo-hanîded) man,-and the second (qua-
dr-mana, fowr-handed) or mnonkeys, as
wanting in North Amorica, we commence
with the third,-

CGdroptera, (weing-handed). The Bats.-
Fow if any of the iindividuals of the animal
kingdomn are so singularly and cnriously
fornmedl as the Bat. It is described by an
eminent writer as " holding a very equivo-
cal ranik in ereation, and thoughi having a
marked resenblance to a quadruped, a
great part of his life is spent in' the air like
a bird." Instead of being oviparous or

g-l uin this is a lactescent, or nilk

giving animali instead of living on grain,
its food is llesi; and instoad of being like
a bird, a biped or two-legged animal, it is
a quadruped in the true sense of the termn.

Great ignorance prevailed anmong the
ancients respectîng bats. Aristotie des-
eribes thii as " birds with skinny wings P,
1 Plinly asserts that they arc " birds whih
produce thmeir young alive, and suoki1
them. ;1 while Aldrovandus, whio always

l"s sovinîexqUisitel graphie places
tile1 in te saine inily as the Ostricli,
gîving as Ilus rason, that " these two speciesDv s enally e the nature of quadru-

piedsl 1" Hliow vliy, or froin whbat simili-

tude, hie leaves an open subject.

The wings of the bat are formed by the
extension of a fine membrane over the
elongated fingers of the fore-legs, reaching

as far as, and fastened to, or rather streteed
over the hind-legs. As however the four
fingers are involved in the membrane which
forns the wings, only a little hook, called
the thunb-nal, is left froc. With this the

animal suspends itself on any rough or un-
evon surface where it happens to aliglt
while the hind feet are also provided with
claws, by which it angs head downwards 8 M F
on the sides of chinineys, hollow trees, and SAIE
roofs of caverns, a favorite resort, still and L
silent, sleeping or perhaps nursing its young e>
by day, till the approach of evening, whcn '

it begins its excursions in searoli of food. t eiQ

Hlaving neither the disposition nor the
power to oxercise thenselves by day, bats
are strictly nocturnal animals, commeneing
their seareh after insects, soon after the
swallow has quitted bis operations for the
day. Its motions, as it ilits about in the
diît twilight, seldom moving more than a
few yards in a straigit line, darting up or
down, this way or that, instead of being for
its more pleasure, as inany would suppose,
are really its only means of procuring its
living, siice at every turn it seizes or at-
tempts to seize somne one of the insect tribe,
whichi swarm under cover of darkness in
the air. Whiile on the wing it continually
utters a low shrill cry, not unlike the
squoaking of a nouse.

Naturalists have long since discovered
by experimonts, that bats deprived ofsight,
still avoided obstacles as perfectly as thosO
with their sigit entire, flying through smalt
apertures only just large enough to admit
theml without touching; nuinerous sinal
threads also woere drawn across the room
where the experimnent was made at difforent
angles, and still the blind bat would fly
about in every possible direction without
over touching themn. The vibration of the
air striking against the impediRent, was
supposed to roturn a sound by which the
animal was warnod of its direction. But
it lias since been found that the destruc-
tion of hoaring as vell, made no difference
in the facts, and the only thoory that lias
been proposei to account for this curions
circumnistance is, that seme peculiar sonse is
lodgod in the expanded nerves of the nose.

No authentic records have over core be-
fore the writer's notice of tioe Bat having
been tanei; tihey seldom live any time in
captivity, but will cat fearlessly and vora-
ciously of raw meat; they invariably re-
fuse the house-fly. There are a number of
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