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and d;ﬂant regions,” though none of the
. countries -jpto which he advances are,
every circumftance confidered, fupcrwr tQ
thofe he leaves behind, yet fcels in every
ftep of his progrefs, feels in the mere act
of traverfing a large extent of the furface
of this glohe, a certain fepfation. of plca-
fure, which he, who remains attached to
a fingle fpot, cannot even figure in ima-
Agmmon. .

It'isa favaurite doltripe with certain’
philafophers, that a man’s riches and his
happinefs are not to be eftimated by the
fum aof his wealth, or the number of hig
enjeyments, bhut by the proportion be.
tween his wants and his ability to fupply
them. The man, fay thefe fpeculiils,
who feels no defire which he cannot fully
. gratify, has arrived at the fummit of bu.
mpn frlicity. But does not this reafoning
prove too much ? And, from the fame .

Ou the Pride of Nob:hty

premifes from which thiy is mferrcd may

we not fairly cunclude, that the condmon~

of ap oyfleris as much to be envied as n
Alate of the mont exalted creature in the
creation of Qod ¢

If we judge of the fentiments of man.
kKind upon this point from their invaria-
ble pradtice, we fhall fee that they . have,
in all ages, uniformly,.given the lieto thefe
Jprecendyd philofophers, If we confider
that lave of change, thag reftlefs a&iviry,
which' fo ftrongly charaterife our frame,
we (hall no longer upbraid buitling and

ambitious fpirits with pujfuing a fhadow .

inftead of a fubftance ; we fhall, on the
contrary, pronounce that they havc fol-
lewed the original bent of human na-
ture, that they have allcd properly, that
in proportion to their fuccefs, they have
augmented their fum of happinefs,

O\" THE PR!DE

HE vanity foynded on imaginary no-

bility, flows from the fame tainted

{pring, as that founded on the antiquity of

a'nation ; every one accounting - him{elf

the more noble, the more ancient the date
of his nobiliry.

Nobility is nat, indeed, without its va-
Iue, when acquired by pcrﬁ,nal merit, or
the ‘eminent fervices of anceflors ; but o
pride one'; felf abfolutely in a Gile and
coat of arms, or, even on the fervices of
anceftors, fo as tﬂ negleét the acquirement
of perfonal merit, is a ridicule not to be
tco feverely expafed, A noble birth, ip
right honourables of fhallow' underftand.-
ings, produces-only pride. Self-efleem. in
noblemen, whaofe honaur it is to be de-
fcended {rom hcroes or fages, but whofe
misfortune it is to bear littie or no refem-
blance to them, makes no better figure

-than a young gentleman out ac the elbowes,
to boafl of the illuftrious blood whxch boils
in his veins, :

Scarce a f:umer or lradufman in Spainis
without his gencaloglcal table ;. which, -

. Iitke thofe in vogue-among the Irifh, fel-
dom flop thort of Noah’s ark.  This chi-
merical nobility’ wxll not allow 3 Spanith’

- farmer to put hjs hand.ro the'pleugh.. La-,

© bour, they think, is fit only for flaves.

Two hours work in a day is 2y much as a .

man‘of a liberal way of thicking | can floop
to,. The confequence. of this is, he hirés

‘fome foreigner to il his g rounds and dif-.

pofe of their produdt, while he lounges at
hom:; or, at moﬂ cxcrc;f;s Lis ﬁn‘cn on :

v

OF NOBILITY,

] g’uilar.
hufbandman debafes his hands o as 1o
guide the plough, he has a way of dignify-
ing this mean ocupation, fticking fome
cuck’s feathers in his.hat, with his cloak
and {word lying by him ; but on the ap-
ptarance of company, he immediately quits
the plough, throws on his cloak, claps his
talcdo under his arm, firoaks his mufta-
chios, and flruts fike a gentleman taking
the dirc A Frenchman and beggar are the
[fame thing with the commonalty in Spain,
muhi(ude) of French reforting thither for
L work, cfpecizlly in the time of vintage :
and the Swiffers arc in a fair.way of be-
ing locked on in no better light; for J fee
every day, and with extreme concern I-fec
it, companies of fturdy Roman Catholic
“Swiffers, with theif protty wives and ﬁock
-of children, tramping away to Sp:nn, as
they thhmfch‘cs fay, 1 awsid ﬂnrwrg at
beme ; and who can blge us P
The Florentine nobility are extremely

But whc’n fuch a2 high-bera-

7

-referved and havghty towards foreigners

who cannot prave thei aobility, and, in
reality, may be only commonzrs j yet 'a-

" midt 2l chis faftuoufiels; 36 i$ 2 knawn -

“fadt, that in the pnhces and fneft houfes
oanrcncc, there s a little windo'w. to

+ the ftrect with an iron knocker, and>over.
it an empty flatk, as a.fign that wineis to.

be fold there, even by the fingle flafk.
There is no incantitency in a Florentine

nobleman felling a pSund of raifiny, ora

. yard of ribbon, or a-fatk of rot.gut winey
)cl ‘would hc tlunh u; 4 fad dgrogation
: > from



