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to another lake which took two days
to traverse. Into this lake emptied a
stream which they used as a highway
to the coast, passing by way of the
Taku River. He said it took four
days, when they had loads to carry,
from the head of canoe navigation on
the Tes-lin-too to salt water on the
Taku Inlet ; but when they came light
they took less than two days.

It may be well to point out, in view
of explorations at present going on,
that the route to the sea here referred
to cannot, in any sense, be considered
as unexplored. Teslin Lake has been
known to the miners for many years.

About sixteen years ago a miner
named Monroe prospected up the
Taku, and learned from the Indians
something of a large lake not far from
that river. - He crossed over and found
it and then recrossed to the sea. Mr.
T. Boswell, with his brother and an-
other miner, spent most of the sum-
mer of 1887 on the Tes-lin-too River
and Teslin Lake, and from their ac-
count and Monroe’s, together with the
information which I obtained from
the Indians met at the mouth of the
river, a pretty clear general idea of the
region has been arrived at. An in-
strumental survey is, however, still a
desideratum.

Combining all accounts, it is certain
that this branch is the longer and
more important of the two,and that
it offers easy and uninterrupted navi-
gation for more than double the dis-
tance which the Lewes does.

The water of the Tes-lin-too is of a
dark brown color, similar in appear-
ance to the Ottawa River water, and
a little turbid. Notwithstanding the
difference of volume of discharge, the
Tes-lin-too changes completely the
character of the river below the june-
tion, and a person coming up stream
would, at the forks, unhesitatingly
pronounce the Tes-lin-too to be the
main stream. The water of the Lewes
is blue in color and comparatively
clear.

About eighteen miles below the Tes-
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lin-too I saw the first place that had
been worked for gold. A hut had

.been erected and there were indications

that a party had wintered here. Be-
tween it and Big Salmon River six
other locations were met with, One
of them, Cassiar Bar, had been worked
in the previous season by a party of
four who took out six thousand dol-
lars in thirty days. They were still
working there when I passed on the
3rd of August, but stated that all they
could get this season was about ten
dollars a day,and that it was now about
worked out.

At the time of my visit they were.
trying the bank, but found the ground
frozen at a depth of about three feet,
though there was no timber or moss
on it. They had recourse to fire to
thaw out the ground, but found this
slow work.

Two of the party subsequently
went down to Forty Mile River, where
I met one of them. He was a Swede,
and had been gold-mining for upwards
of twenty-five years in California and
British Columbia. He gave me his
opinion of the district in these words,
“I never saw a country where there
was so much gold and so evenly dis-
tributed ; no place is very rich, but no
place is very poor, and every man can
make a ‘grub stake’” (that is enough
to feed and clothe him for a year).

The whole length of the Tes-lin-too
yields fine gold at the rate of from
eight to ten dollars a day ; but, as the
heart’s desire of the miners is coarse
gold, they do not remain long in a
country in which the fine gold only is
found—generally no longer than is
necessary to make a “grub-stake”—
unless the gold is in unusually large
quantities,

Between the Tes-lin-too and the
Big Salmon (D’Abbadie of Schwatka)
is thirty-three and a half miles, in
which the Lewes preserves a generally
uniform width and current.

The waters of the Big Salmon are
sluggish and shallow. The valley, as
seen from the mouth, is wide, and



