3 'me gmdes, W
" parties took;up arms.
. The Erench pres n_tly spre 2. U
the great ces 5:but. Dcnonvﬂle hud nexther the actxvxty nor, the: e‘{pedx—
“tion necessary to improve: these first suécesses—while he was taken: '
' deliberating, instead. ing, :the : campaign Was closed. without
.acquisition. of any. permanent ‘advantage; ., This,i increased the: bo]dness of
.the Iroquois, y who, lived near the French settlemeénts, .wliere they: repeat-
: edly committed: the. :most dread Tayages.; Che plantels i ndmg their
 Tabours cestroycd By these .depredations; which ‘depfived - them-.of the

P
.means of repairing the damageq they had iustamed : ardently, w;shed for

peace. .. Denonvxlles temper. coincided with their wishes ;. hat it Was;no .

;easy matter to paclfy an enemy ) ndered.-mplncable‘by ill-usige.
bemlle, who still: mamtamed his ;former.” “ascendant; over -them )
overtures, “of peace, w)ncl) were list '}xile't,hé,s‘c ‘negotiations
were, cafrying on, a achlavel -bon in’ “the fox StS, Lnoxyn by‘the name
of LE RAT, the. bm«est, the ‘most reso]ute, the! miost intelligent sayage
.ever found i the .wilds of. Nox th Arerica, amved ‘ap Tart: ‘Erontebac,

with a chosen_band of. Huzons, f'ully determined. upon. ckplozts worthy
of the reputation he had. acquired. HE was told:that a treaty was actus -
ally on foot ; -that the Deputies' of: thie-Iroquois were upon; the road-to

conglude it at Montreal, and: that 1t«wou]d be an insult: -apon 'the Freach
governor, if; sthey should:” carry “on their- Jiostilities: ‘against amationwitli'. '

v]uch they were negotiating-2 peace. . Lie Rat; ‘piqgued. that: the French |
should..thus enter inta negotiations. without ¢ohsulting' their allies,: resol-

ved; to pubish them for, thelr Presumptions. +He:lay-inwait for the depu- -

ties; some, of -whom_were killed; 'and: ithe: rest-taken prisoners. - Whed
the latter told ‘him the purport of itheir voyage, he feigned .the.gredter
surprise, as: Denonville,. he:said,.lidgd :sent . him to- mtelu.pt them,->In
order:to carty on the-deceit. more. succcssfully, he dmntedintely released -
thiem all, -except.one, whom he pretended:to.keep, to replace onc of his
Hurans who Had been killed in'the fray.: He.then hasfencd to Mickilli-
makinac, where he presented -his prisoner i the Trench: commandant,”
who, not knowing that Denonvdle was tleatxf Wwith: ‘Lhe Ird'lums, raused
the unlmppyﬂsavﬁge to be put to'death, Immedlately aftef this, Le Rat .
‘sent for.an old Iroquois, who had long “been a prisoner ariong the Flu- .
‘rons, and gave him hxs liberty Lo go and acquamt his natxon, that, while
the French were amusing their eneinies with nezotiations,. they continued
* to.take prisoners and murder them. This ar tifice, worthy of the most
infiumous European policy, succeeded as the savage Le Hat desired.’ "The
war was renewed with greater fury than. ever, and lasted the longer, as
the English, about this time, projected the reduction of Cunada.
With this view an English fleet appeared -in-the Saint Lawrence ih -
" October, 1690, As tlie slnpa were sailing up the river, tlie troopa march-

ied by land, in order to reach thie scene of actidn- at the sime instant ag =~

", the fleet.  They were nearly arrived, when the Iroquois, who conditcted
and sipported ‘them,. recollected. the -hazard ihey ran: in leading. their:
allies to. the conquest of Quebec.: ‘This consideration mstantly/lp(luced
‘them to desert the. Englxsh and return to their homes, and, froni motives :
of policy, tostifle their.resentment agninst the French, | Thewar, there -

Ve

- fore, was carried on. merely by a: Low depredntxone, f‘aml to.the colonists, . ..

b of httle consequence to.the. natxons concerned in them,” .Dunng the

~




