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THE DEAR OLD DATS.

There ure no days tike the dear old days
That have perished, Hke ships ut sea ;
Thborn are no ways like the aweet ol ways
That once bioomed so brightly for me j—
A balo hath fled from the fuos of the maon,
A glory from off the hil,
And I hear no more the roft love touse
1o the meadow, hesido the rills.

There are no sonys Hke the sweet old aongs
That the slugers once Joved to aing ;

Mute ure their tongues :—to the Past belongs
The chast of our life’s sweet npring.

But a tenderer gloom on the churshyurd aleeps,
And a glory ia gathering round

Each marble slab, where the Deuth-angel keepa
His vigils, on holy ground.

There 1a no rest like the deep, swoot rest
That ia fouud lu the gulet grave—
And there i nv heart that so fully i hlent
But that death {t will some day crave.
While the years go ot with their andless ronnd
Day unto day aud night to nighe, !
Neta Joy that wil) Hive bnth evur been fousd
And Hope is u meteor light. ’

And thougl I can rend In the glnd new apring
The Hues of & praprhecy grund :

How the Master-hund frow the grave will bring
‘The links of 8 broken land ;—

Yet 1 ace no duys like tha dear old duys
Tbat have perlshed on Time's wild sea,

And I waulk nu ways like the aweet 0ld ways
That onee bloomed wo brightly for we.

THE MAY MUSIC FESTIVAL.

Hrawm the Home Jowr wal)y

The  Seveuth Regiment Armory has beon
honeured with peenlinr conseeration through
the grandest of all scicnees, music, in the elassic
avceptation of the world.  The greatest, if not
the first of all true musical festivals in Ameries,
hax found shelter within the spacious hall of
thin buildieg, and wallx eminently fitted for the
non-resonance of wmartial evolutions have by
peiseverance  abd ecientitie " expedients, been
rendered accustic amd eapable of not altogether
mwining the classieal orehestrations selected for
the occasion.

When we consiler all the impracticabilities
the cotmmittee of arrangements has been foreed
to overcome, amd the divers phicses of human
nature the musical conimittee has had to deal
with, and above all the Jabour and toil of
Dr. Damroseh in omaking that vast orchestra
and chorus seize amd render his idea of the
master works given, New York may well
Le proud of the suceess achieved. 1t is a be-
vinning, and a glotians ane too of the inevitable
future of America, that ot becoming one of great
musienl nations of the world,

The artungements of an orchestre iy not ar-
hitrary.  One can telegraph church bells and
eanon outside a building to give thoronghly
bass fonndation tones to the beating of anvils
anid fantare of trumpets inside ; one ean triangle
an orchestiz and pat deuble bass in the apex to
forin . broad stoue-like foundation tone ; one
can horse.shoe-form an orchestra with the brass
lnstrments iu the kevstone of the arch ; and
there is un law, execpt that of AcOnstics, to pre-
vent one from making a fringe of violins con.
nected with an airy trinity of tisst vielins and
“eallox, and putting the auxiliny ehorus in the
centre, while the brass insttuments, above the
violin fringes, form a tassel-like decoration on
either side.  This armangement is admirable for
the direetor ; the souml sweep down in cireling
tone-waves on the ** luke-like air,” ax rippleson
the water follow the tiniest pelble thrown
therein, but how does this orchestra arrange.
ment effect the audience 7 Lot the sine seats of
the Reventh Regiment Armory answer that ques-
tion. In front of the stage the arrangement
was effective once nnd onlv once, in the strange-
Iy eonceived fanfare before the Fuda mivum iu
the Batliaz ** Requiem,” and for this cue vilect
the beautivs of various other wasterpieces were
last, or averpowered and unbalanced.  Had it
not been for the organ most =kilfully voiced and
most admirably played, the grand “ Dettingen
Te Deum’ of the hist evening .concert would
have vounded as a eactus Iooks-—-seraggy, ont of
shape.  The organ not ouly supplied a firm
foundation as accempaniment, but it blended
the instruments and smoothed the voice toneof
the chorue.  This well trained chorus were
effective in cortain pianissimo  passages, but
theit decrescendo nx well as their crescendo
lacked the requisite shading given by the traiped
choral societies of the Ol World,

The soprano and alto did well, but might
ha ve done better were it possible for Americans
to pronounce their a’s aml o'« alike, but one
heard in the syllable etlect an ohalhokak, while
the decreseendo wax injured by some ol the
votces leaving off, it did not soften down the
tone, Imt simply rendered the tone-quality un-
even.  The bass and tenor did v:\llianlly the
first evening, but ruch man svemed singing his
iden of the tone-quantity required, certainly not
that of the director. [t was difficult to deter-
mine what the orchestrn did; the vieling were
overpowered by the bass, and too much ‘cello
scrape spoiled delicate rhythmic passages ; the
fault must have been in their position on the
stage. The soles, =ung by voices of exquisite
culture, voices which in concert hall or opera
house are sullicient, were led almost to the verge
of failure by the immense space to be fidled, and
the ueoustie difficultios impossibile to overcome,
Buss and tenor solos were grandly given ; no
space seems tou great for voices like Whitney,
Remmertz and Campanini.

In the Dettingen ** Te Deum,” Miss Cary's
solo wag broadly rendered and well deserved the
encors ke reosived, while the tive part chorus,

after the passage * When thou hadst overcome
the sharpness of death,” made most effective the
chiange to the joyous motire of **Thou did’st
open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.'
The fugne in their next chorus ** We therefore
pray Thee”—wus well mansged, and the cres-
tendo on “ help thy servants’* was above all
criticism.

In the “ Tower 6f Babel” the superbly trained
hays of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and $t. Francis
Xavier, were certainly adapted to *“cool the
brow'’ of the nudience by their exquisite melody.
The trembling of the violins like the pattering
of rnin, and the crash of the thunder in the
storm, caused some cautions people in the au-
dience to search for their water-proofs, and
several ladies grasping umbrellas left the hall ;
they must have been astonished when they
found no rain outside. The stormn effect was
given fur better here than in Vienna when the
*Tawer of Babel” was performed under Ruben-
stein’s  direction three years ago. But the
crowning beauty of the whole was the exquisite
rendition of the chorus of the descendants of
Japhet,  Rubenstein's geniug has fashioned in
this chorsl melody the pure form and rhythm
which stood out in bold relief from the fore-
going Arabian and Egyptinn methods of Shem
and Ham. The arpeggio etfect of the Arabic
harps and reed pipes stealing through the

never cegring current
S5t we hear the Jordan dowing,
was very characteristic and the rhythmic beat
of the tam-tam, and whirl of sistinms was fully
prefigured in the movement of .

Hastun s1iil oo withuut panise ur reat,
Like the saud adrift in the whirlwind.

““The Ride of the Walkure” probably owed its
effect to the very things which had damaged
former mm{mnirimm The reverberation from
the empty chorus seats produced the 1equisite
holoow, ghostly toues, and the personality of
ench playver gave the human magnetism wiich
Wagner must have mixed up in his orchestra-
tan @ *ley bownes traditions” do nothing for his
wusical subliination of human passions. Seven
vears study of the “Ring der Niebelungen '
under Hans Richter, in Vienna, will convinee
any American of this fact, and, what is still
better, will prepare the student for enjoyving
Srewnund’s ¢ Love Song,” as given by Cam-
panini,  During the past three years no tenor
has wppeared in Vienna in the part of Siegurend
who could compare with New York's favourite
artist.  Hig rendition of

Sturms of winter
Yiald to gevtte May,
wits an artistic revelation,

I the second evening the * Berlios Reguiem®
was less admirably rendered. In the Diesire the
voices should vield gradually to the archestrs,
and sink into the tremor of fear, as the books
are browght and the awful majesty of the Judge-
went Day puraivzes all power of speech, but
under Dr. Dawrosch a peculiar want of sym-
pathy with the suljeet, or with each other,
vibratesd in the voice tones of the chorus and
the etfect was Jost. The Tubas irion aunonnced
by roll of kettle drums and trumpet fanfare,
wan grandly given, but whether through (ault
of the telegraph with which Dr. Damrosch
directed his apyver Lrass arcliestras, or the dila-
toriness of the bass to come to time, the effect
was almost instantly lost, Camwpanini saved
the Nanefis and made it the gem of the “ He.
quien,” while the chorus under the magnetic
spell of hig splendid geuius, sany the Hasanner
i ~ecclsie with sueh joyous elan, that one would
have desired the ** Kequiem™ to stop there had
he kuown that the following Aypes D07 would
he almast ruined by the spotted effect of the
* Lux »terna luceat eis Domine.”  The discor-
dant state of the instruments, the jmperfect de-
erescendn and crescendo of the voices, gave one
the impression of the feeling caused by the first
tige dropes in o thunder shower.

On Friday night the ¢ Messiah” was a splen-
did success,  The chorus sang with an expres-
sion and fervor which po chorus in Farope has
ever vet attained in this essentially Fnglish
oratoria, the Birmingham festival not excepted.
They sang with heart and soul, sympathy, and
heart forgetfulness.  Their rendition was not
perfect, jndged from a purely musical stundpoiut,
delicate shades of tonality were ignored, perfect
intonation, smooth decrescendo and even attack,
were sometimes  wanting, but the glorious
tidings :

Unto e a ehildix borp,

the sublime reverence in the passage leading to
“Wonderful ! Counsellor ! was magnificently
renderes, while the Halleluiah chorus surpassed
any previous rendition of it in America. What.
ever es bonues traditions” may declare, we ave
quite sure that the method of rendering ¢ Glory
to God” and *“ U'nto us # child is born,” as put-
sued by Dr. Damrosch, is more etlective and
artistically correct than the method of tormer
directors. The pianissimo has the etfect of &
prayer heard from nations afor off, w:ile the
wotder and awe expressed in the soft, low tones
of * Unto us a child is born,” render the Mes:
sinh’s name, ¢ Wonderful ¢ Connsellor {7 the
point dee miire of the whole movement. The
soloists sang well, but Parepa-Rosa, Jenny Lind,
and Christine Nillson have raised the solosfrom
the * Messiah™ to snch splendid heights that it
is quite impos-ible for uny soprane uow in
Ameriea to attain to them, Madame Gemter
did charmingly, but she scomed frightened aund
doubtless folt strange outside the ¢ colorateur”
school of vooalization in which Marchesi of
Vionua has o splendidly traiwed: her,  Mis

-

Cary with her exquisite voice sang magnificent-
ly of course; how could she help it Women
of her generous nobilty of nature must throw
t}rleu' hearts into their work : and her rendition
G

** Hea ahall feed his flock like » Shepherd,”

was worth zll the sermons ever preached.  Mr.
Courtney has a good method and ecultured
voice ; he sings carefully and conscientiously,
Lut his tones are not powerful enough for the
armory auditorium. Mr. Whitney is almost
beyond criticism. His voice at all times glorious,
rises to sublimity in the ¢ Messiah.”

¢ Es yibt nur ein IWugner” is said in Vienna
us much s *“ Es ¢ibt nur ein Wien® ix sighed
outside of it, but the overture to Wagner's
¢* Meistersinger” during the past thrze years has
never been more effectively rendered in the
Tmperial City than 1t was last Saturday evening
by the orchestra under Dr. Damrosch. Quan-
lity never compensates for qua)ity in music, but
there are passages in Wagner where slight con-
fusion if mingled with the magnetic individual-

ity of the performers does not greatly ruin the
general effect. The playing af that wondrous
Hof oper orchestra, and the Philharmonic So-
ciety of Vienna, is more artistic, exquisite in
expression aud tone.shadow ; they play as one
man,

Their hearts by one pulse benting.
One spirit and one thonght !

and hence the music seemns like the voice of a
grand organ under the control of a master hand.
The playing of the Damrosch orchestra had not
this smooth, full tide of tone, but it possessed
an individual magnetism, which, if it could not
quite saisfy the ultra Wagnerians, must have
given thorough enjoyment to all true musiciana,
who like the truesaints of this world, ure hound-
less in charity.

The ninth symphony (I wolly of Beethoven
was the closing triumph of the festival. Asin
all clagsic selections interpreted by the orchestra
under Dr. Damrosch the tempo was not accord-
ing to ““les bonues traditions,” but given by the
caprice or subjective ideas of the director. The
trio was charmingly rendered, but in the third
movement the adagio was far too slow, 1t did
not auggest the Beethoven meaning—hopeful
longing, future promises just shadowed by the
remembrance of past pain ; it was Beethoven-
Damroseh not Damrosch-Beethoven,  In the
andante the brass instruments were sharp; at-
mospheric effects cannot be controlled however
and the morendo passage was uncertain, it
dragged and did not die. The melody of the
finale was gresto furioso, and the “Hymn of
doy,” although splendidly sung by the chorus,
sutlered for wunt of that single German word,
Freeds, ‘¢ Hail all ¢ ¢ We hail ™ and “Joy
hail I** are not the grandly glorious,

Fread schdoer Gotter Funken,
‘Tochter aus Elysium,

30 the voice tone became confused,
chorus, after the solo in the allegro,

but the

Froh wie aeinen Sonnen fliegen froh,

was splendid. Tt did fly in tone rockets flung
over the andience, and the prestissimo wenteven
better, [t isa pity the fair chorus singers did
not throw the miserable English translation
aside and abide by the German text, '

Seid nmschlangen millioven,
Diesxe knsa fur guuvzen Welt,

How much of the {4ss was intended for the
world” and how much for Director Damrosch,
is a1 an open question. They pelted him with
flowers and waved their kerchiefs at him, ard
he deserved it all, for, like another Sir John
Franklin,

He has done what man bas never done—
accomplished a seeming impossibility, kept an

American andience spell-bound through a week
of classical musie.

Many Auvice SEvMove, * Octavia Hensel”

ECHOES FROM LONDON,

AT one of the tashionable weddiags this week
the bride earried a8 bouquet six feet in circum-
ference,

Tur portrait of Lord Beaconsfield by Mr,
Millais, which is now on exhibition at the Royal
Acadenmy, has been purchased by Mr. W. H.
Smith, M.P.. for £2,000.

Furorrie lighting is found at South Kensing.
ton Museum to be much more economical than
gas.  Light is wanted for ahout 700 hours during
the vear, and the expense of the electric light
--the actual  working expense——is 3<. 10d. an
hour ; whereas the gas cost 16s. an hour,

Mk. IkviNe has received an ofter ol 20,000
guineas, all expenses paid, for a seven monthy’
theatrical tour in America.  Since, however,
this would derange his present engagements, and
scatter hiscompany, he has declined the ofter
with thanks. It is practieally the largest offer
ever maide to an actor.

Thr London correspondent of the Birming-
ham Posf meutions a report thatis in circulation
to the effect that Lord Beaconsfield died a Jew,
and not a Christian. This is not the anly paper
that *“vents ™ this remark, The fnet 1x Lord
Benonsfield taok the. sacrament when he wia
last at Hughendon, and hia Christian piety was

the theme of the sermon of the clergyman on a
recent Sunday at that place.

MuDERS wstheticism has accomplished ona
good where it might least have been expected,
among the poor girls who manufacture artificial
flowers. From the demand for quiet colours and
neutral tints it has resulted that the making of
these frail ornaments of ladies’ attire, into which
poisonous ingredients used largely to eunter, is
now, owing to the introduction of new fashions
requiring more sober tints, a comparatively
harmless employment.

Ix strong and glaring contrast was the recep-
tion accorded to Sir Frederick Roberts on his re-
tarn from South Africa with the ceremony which
marked his departure to crush the Boers. His
departure was celebrated by the cheers of 10,000
people.  One or two of the ordinary idlers wait-
ing the arrival of trains at Paadington saw a
solitary lady, who tarued out to be the wife of
General Roberts, There was no other welcome
for the General, who entered his carriage and
drove off with Lady Roberts. The members of
his staff annexed the hansoms on the stand,
leaving their servants to follow with their bag-
gage.

A NEW society has been formed in London
called ¢ The True Britons.” Mr. F. Oswald is
the Secretery and one of the prime wovers in
the affair.  Mr. Oswald, among other reasons for
being a *¢ true Briton,” says he regards the tee-
totaller ar.d the drunkard as intemnperates—the
first from fanaticism, the other from weakness
and ignorance. He does not think it possible
to make men good and sober by act of Parlia-
ment, and he strongly objects to depotism,
whether shown by the Crown, Parliament, or
People.  They gave a splendid banquet the
other evening at St. James' Hall, with Lord
Headley in the chair, and many excellent
speeches were made.

Tur memorable incident noted by those who
were present with Lord Deaconsfield in his last
moments, when he raised himself from his pil-
Jows, threw back his arms, expanded his chest,
and moved his lips as if in act to speak, his well
remembered gesture and manner of reply in
Parliament, is another iustance of the ruling
passion flashing ont on the very confines of mor-
tal existence. William Pitt’s last words were
* Save my country.” Napolecon was heard to
murmaur, ‘Téte d'armée,”  Rabelais ended life
in adeath, Montaigne, with an apophthegm.
Charles XII. of Sweden clapped his hand to his
sword when falling at Fredericks-hall, and Ves-
pasian exclaimed : “¢Itisfit that an Emperor
should die stending.”

THE Serjeant-at-Arms and his assistants had
some misgivings in tackling Mr. Bradlaugh on
the floor of the House. The hon. member is one
of the most stalwart and muscular men sitting
an either the liberal or the Conservative benches,
and in a physical straggls in which he chose
to put forth his strength would be a match for
anv half-dozen of the ** waiters” whom the Ser-
jeant can call to his aid.  He dragged a couple
of these waiters along the floor of the House the
other night with the case with which a Trans-
atlantic liner under weizh may occasionally be
seeu dragging a couple of diminutive steam-tugs.
Few see Mr, Rradlangh standing defiantly at the
table without having fears for the safety of the
ovcupants of the two frant benches, and, Jdoubt-
loss, the apprehensions ure shared by those of
the right hon. gentlemen themselves.

Tur death of fLord Beaconsfield relieves the
Exchequer of a psyment of £2,000 ayear. This
was the pensian which the late statesman drew
as an ex-Cabinet Minister. It is an optional
advantage which a few ex-Ministers may or may
not avail themselves of, as they think proper.
The salary of an Fuglish Prime Minister is a
manitestly inadequate remunerarion. If the mat-
ter were to be regarded merely froma mouetary
consideration, it is obvious that a man abla
enough tobe a Prime Minister of England could,
if he turned his sttention in other directions,
earn considerably more than £5,000 a year. It
was, therofors, delicately arranged many vears
aga that two or three of the principal offices of
the State should carry with them rtetiring pen-
sions of 42,000 a year. Mr. Gladstone hasnever
availed himself of this privilege. Lord Beacons-
field, being o man of swmaller fortune, accepted
the uot too overwhelming bounty of the State.
Thie pension lapses when the regular salary of a
Minister i drawn.  Thus from 1874 Mr.
Disrarli disappeared from the list, hut in 18860
application was made for the £2,000in the
usme ot the Farl of Beacoustield.

SUPERSTITIONS AROUT THUNDER.—A popular
notion existed in the olden time that tll\\mder
proguasticated evil or good. according to the day
of the week on which it oconrred.  If it oceurred
on Sunday, it brought about the death of learned
wen, judges and others ; en Monday, the death
of women ; on Tueaday it augured plenty of
grain ; on Wednesday, the death of harlots and
bloadshed ; on Thursday, it brought plenty of
sheep and corn ; on Friday, ** the slangher of »
great man and other horrible murders :” on Sat-
urday, }wstilencv and Jdeath. It wax also s

wpular faney that the ringing of bells iu popu-
{ous cities charmed away thunder,




