FRENCH GUXNBOAT FOR COAST DEFENCE.

CONSTRUCTED FROM THE DESIGNS OF LIEUTENANT TFAKCY, DY MX. CLAPAREDE, ENGINEERN, 8T. DENIS.

The Londoen FEngineering says: We publish a dmawing of a
gunbeat designed by Licutenant Farey, and constructed by
MM. Clapardde and Co.. of St. Denis, for the French Navy
The length of this boat is 49 feet 2 inches, her breadth 15 feet |
1 inch. the draught of water 3 feet 3 inches, and her displace- !
ment is equal to 44 tons. The boat is provided with engines |
of 5 hors: power nominal, developing actually 40 horse power
and each engine drives an independent screw. With this
power a speed of 6 knots an hour is atiained, and the stability
of thi vessel is remarkable, since it permits to be placed upon
a shell entirely empty, and weighing 10 tons, a gun of more
than double the weight, and standing 9 13-16ths inches above
the centre of gravity, :

. plates, and these are strongthened by lig)
i under the carriage of the gun.

The armament of the hoat consisis of a rifted gun, 9 7-16ths |
inches diameter, mounted on a carriage with a special working |
arrangement by which the entire squad serving the gun is
reduced to five men.

The sides of the gun, as swell as her deck, are of thin iren ;

vapreially |

Y0
e,

A special system of construe- )
tion has given to this arrangement great rigidity, which )
enables it to withstand the shocks of reenil from the heavy |
guns fired with 52.8 peunds of powder, while additional pro-
tection is obtained from the fact that the vessel is formed with @
a doubls skin.  From repeated trinls, the gunboat hins fulfilled
all-the conditions fur which she was built, and in the epinion !

THE PIRST SHOWER-BATH-Sea raoe 0t

of the French Government represents a class amply sufficient
for coast and river defence. In her trials she surpassed all
that was expected of her, and has  efficiently proved her
gqualities of stability, steadiness) and geneml sea-worthiness,
Colleetively, 35 rostds have been fired from her gun, of which
29 had o maximum charge of 528 th,: and at present the hoat

Pappearg to be accepted as the most efficient pattern vet intro-

duced for the special serviee in the French Navy,  Altegether

P the vessel may b comparcd with the gnubaat o Staunch”

recently built Ly Sie Willism Arnosteong and Co, for H. M.
wervice, but greatly superior in size, though not in armament,
to that of Licutenant Farey,




