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Anthony Babington and ninae others
have beon arrested on charge of having
conispired to assassinato the queu. Th
evidence is overwhehning against thei;
and it is said the Queen ofÎScots is con-
-corned in the plot."

"I Who arhe witnesses?"
" Four persons, namied Gi}ard, Orcat-
oy, Poloy and iaude."

"1 a i thought so. Walsingham's
blood-thirsty nluîiois. Well ?

"They have been condenied and sen-
tenced to be "-

"Beheaded ? "
No, not so noble a deathi as tLat.

They are to ha liangad, drawn and
quarterd while still alive ; and their
lheads are to orinament the pika-staves
on the parapet of Londoa Bridge."

I o'rrible," jaculated lugh, as ho
passed slowly ow'ard. "I warned tlhem,
but it was aIll i vain."

THiz coniviction and execution of tlie
.conspirators (dupas of the ininisterial
scounadi.l Walsingham and his subordi-
nate ruffians) caused great exeitenent.
Correspondence was found iln Babing
ton's possession, anaug which, were
letters from Mary, aipproving and urg-
ing, it was said, the assassinaton ao
_lizabotli. This was a fiendish fàischood
Not a word could be found iii the letters

-of the royal prisonear of Fotheriigay
Castle from which any sno mnaninc
could be vrested, to the oxcessive cha
grin of the Secretary of State and lhs
colleagues in guilt. Bat this difficutlt3
was soon reiedied: they procured a
vietch inmed Davison ta foi-go a post

script to ee of the letters; il whihli th
unfortunate Mary of Seotland vas nmadu
to approve of the mulrder of lier roya
cousin.

hlirty coiinissioners were appointe
and sent oir to Fothieringay Castle ti
arraign the unfoi-tinate captive, t
whom they denied the assistance o

,counsol. They woro headed by Ceci]
Lord ofBiurlaigh, Sir Francis Walsing
hain and the Lord Keoper, Sir Cliristol.
her Hatton (whosa shrewdish widow
Lord Bacon afterward married.)

The nfortunato Queen of Scots la:
sick in bed, and denying their nuthority
rofused to se themn, But the wily Si

Clristopher Hatton told her that if she
parsisted in this course, I'It would be
considered an ackiowledgment of guilt."
Whaeipon the inhappy lady coisented
to appear before judges w-ho had aiready
reslIved upon ie- murder.

She-entared the clanber where they
were assenbled, leaiiinig on lier physi-
cian and followed by lier ladies, For
two waary days the nockc trial lasted
and the unifortunate captive queen, bro-
kan in spirit, as lier acling head sank
uipon ber b-east, said-

"lMy lords, it is My lire you seak.
No tliouight of justice is in your ha·arts.
Lilke tigers you thirst for my blood.
You know in your haearts the accusations
you brinîg against ie ara infinously
falsa. But nlothing short of mny min-dier
will content you. Why then koop up
this nockery any longer '

Then a transient flame of the old
royal spirit of her race lit ap in ier bo-
soin and shone il ber- speaking eyes.

I a ppeal,' sha cied, " ITappeal freom
this mock tribunal to the Parliament of
England-to the queen and her council,
in the presence of the foreign ambassa-
dors.'

The only reply the commisioners gave
to this outbiu-st vas todeclare the Court
adjourned t the twentyiifth day af c-
tobar; and they took their departure:
they never met again at Fotheringay.
Mary's murder was a foregone conclu-
sion. The commissianers.assembled in
the Star Chaniber at Westmihster for-

- nally conîdamned lier of" treason and
compassing the queen's deatb," and son-
toncd lier to die by the hadsnan's axe.

i The King of France, Henry IV., protes-
- ted the fareignu ambassadors protestcd;

but ail iii vain. The royal harlot anîd
perjirer of England thirsted for ai-

l blood; and ScotLIand's once beautiful and
beloved qucen, preiatirely old and

d gray, after long years of imprisonment
o and persecution, porished on the scaiold.

When the imurder had beae consumiima-
f ted, Elizaboth protneîd to be angîry and

indignîant at the ded, and aven tried to
croate the iipression that haer naine hat
been forged to therdar for the Scottish
qucen's execution; but nobody believec
the lie.

y Hugh Hlunteiay was sitting in bis soli-
tary chamabhrs as the Sun began to sinîk

r beyond the Wetorn waters. He heard


