. Pontitt-Confessor and Mar ty1

. were convened; “for bhe fgame
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Prus the Groat, the Good the Immor
tal, is no more in the fiesh! “His spu'lt
h'ls fled.” The Viear of Christ, lm\‘mfr
scen “the years of Peter,” has at lusb
met his Divine Master in Heaven,

There is mourning on earth in ov ory
Jand where the Cross of thie Saviour'is
raised. - Two hundred and fifty millions
of Catholies are planged in grief. It is
silent grief, but deep and sacred. No
tonwuo can express it, no pén ean de-
seribe it. It cannot find relief in tears.

e died on Thursday, Febraary 7th,
aboit four o'clock in the afternoon of
Roman time. There was no painful
agony, and the great mind’ of the loved
Popoe retained its faculties until the last
throb of his noble heart. * Guard the
Church I'loved so well,” were his part-
ing words to the Cardinals at his bed-
side—his Iast will and ‘testament, - his
bequest and legacy, to them in their
sphere of tcwclnnn‘ and, government, and
to us in our’s of obedicnce. Tor, we ave
his heirs as well as they, to th.lt, holy
example’ of pure and’ unchanging love
for ‘the "Church 'from hisear l) youth
unto the end of his glorious Pontificate.
Oh!:yes, Pius t‘uwhc us well to love our
Mother Church: > And we love thcc,
grand old Church, we love thee dearly!
Thee will we guar d as Father Pius with
his 145t breath wxllcd by our obedience
to thee unreservedly in all things soever.
This we swenr over the cmpae of the
So help
us“God !

His precious remains were emb'ﬂmed
aceording to custom, and hy in state
for nine days c\posed to ‘the veneration
of ‘the'faithful. '~ After their interment,
which is about to take place at tlns
time of writing, the Cardinals in Rome,’
whither the first American Cardinal has
been summoned with the' rest, will as-
sémble in Conclave, and, rrmdcd by the
Holy Ghost, Who Femaifieth with the
Church forevex proceed to'the elegtion’
of a successor, Lonfr may he live,” “ Zumen
in cale’r” " "

Two and thir ty yeals 'xgo, the mem-
bers of the Sacred Collegé at that periad
urpose,
on the death of Gren-ory’XVI . their:
.unammous ch01ce, as e\pl essed on Iune
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16th, 1846, a successor, was elegted , in
tho poerson of Giovanni Maria Mastai-

‘Ferrotli, born in Snnmtglm Ttaly, May,

13th, 17‘).;, of noble paréntage; ml;sod‘
to the Priesthood in 1819, to tho Axrchi-
episcopal seo of Spoleto in 1827, ‘and.
to .the Cmdm.lluto in 1839. 1[0 had
been tried in’ MARY Ways s and found a,
“wood and faithful ser vnni,,” as a diroe-
tor of poor children in' the school of
Tata Giovanni, as Secrelary to the

Apostolic Leg:\to to Chili, as Superin;,
tendent of the lloaplt.ll of &An Michelo,
a Ripa, as well as in discharging the
duties of higher and more 1c=ponslblo.
offices at Spoleto and Imola.

IIe began his reign as a Reformer,
conectmrr all abuses ccclesinstical and
politieal, .\mncaL) ing all political oftend-
ers, remodelling the entire er iminal and,
civil codgs, loundmrr schools for ~the
masses, hOsplLlls and refuges for 'tho
sick and indigent, cncom.\frin" manu-
factories, and opunnn' publlc \\oxl s to.
giveemployment to the working classes.
But he. could' not sutisfy the Revo-
lution. e gave a constitutional - form .
of gov exnmcnt, to:the Pontifical Statos,
and in return,’ the -Count Pcllcgnmo
Rossi, “ the noblest Réman of them all)”
was assassinated. Next, his Scuet'ny,
Monsignore Palma, was shot in hig own,
presence. And then, a Radical Minism-y
was forced into office. All this in the.

name of Liber by s And from this point
Protestant writors date the ¢ retrogres-
sive policy " of . the Pope.

The Pope, in disguise, fled on November
24th, 1848, to (T.lem whence he addressed
a solemn :11)1)0:11 to the Catholic Powers.
of Murope, which .soon had offoct.
France, Spain, Austria, and the King-
dom of Naples responded to the eall of
their Common Futhor. A French mmy

landed at Civita Vecchia on April 25th

of the year following ; laid sicge to Rome,
and stormed and capfured the, city 1ftor
a ‘desperate resistance, The Holy Fa-
ther returned to his, Gapital, and, T0-Ch-
tered it in tuumph, signalizing’ his vie-

tory by a pxoclnmatxon of amnesty. ‘But.:

henceforward there was:to be no peace,
between the. woild. of - the ' Nineteenth
Century, and. him, No . pe'xce ‘no! 1est
for Pius, bub “ crux de cruge.”. .
Agam in 1859, were the, .Stntes of' tho
Chm ch attacled, when; “Tftples was lost.;

to them and annoxed,, to, Sar dinis, ‘then, |
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