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For other foundation can no man lay thun that
is laid, which is Jesus Clerist—1 Con. iii. 11.

Jesus is the toundation of the Church,  1tis
built tipon himn as the chiel comer stone, This
fiznre is not uncomuion with the writers ol the

New Testament. i mose than one instance
they speak of the Chureh, or the comy pany of
heltevars, as a Temple, each heliever oie of
the stones off which it is Jormed, and Jesus
himselfas tre chief foundation, or corner stone.

Agreeably to this idea, Jesus is represented in
the text above quoted, ax the only foundution
on which the chuich can stand, and in which
believers should trust,

The church is that society or collection of
the good who have Leen brousht howe to God
and been fitted for heav en, through the justru-
mentality of the dispensations of grace upsn
earth. It is a permanent body existing alike
in all ages.  [tis one body though of many
members. I omust then have some common
head, and common hond ol union 1 and that
is Christ.  "The members are united in him as
the branches in the vine, and draw nourish-
ment and support from one stock. I there be
any other head, bond of unjon, source of nonr-
ishment and strength, it ceases to be the
Church ; and those individual members who
abide not in him, are like branches severed
fiom the vine, “cast forth and withered.”
Without kim, they can de nething. They can
find neither life, nor light, nor support; nor
the power to bnn'r forth fruit,

The believers at Corinth seem not sufficiently
o have considured this 3 and hence the apostie
rebukes them as carnal.  Instead of being sa-
tisfied with the authority of Christ, they se pe=
rated from him and from one another i an
unwise contention concerning the superiorily
of favorite teachers—whom 1lw\ thoughtlessly
exalted to be their masters, alihoug i adiion-
ished that & one only was their master.”” The
reprimand of the apostle is here rec orded as a
warning to all who should afterwards believe,
Yet by how many has it been unheeded !
Lvery age has wilnessed other neny and fal-
ible men, set up atthe head of the cormor,
instead of that clect and precious One whon
God .1ppmntod Asthe Samaritans ereeted a
temyple on Gerizem in opposition to that at
Jerusalem, so the secets in eliristendom have
often erecied some authority in preference {o
that of Chyist. There is still too much of this.
«Yam of Vaul, and T of Appolics, and T of
Cephas,” is still a eryv too frequently heard.
Faith is yet established on the speculations of
fallible men, and the salvation of the soul
rested on the teachings of human wisdom.

This is an crror lwq-wnﬂy and pointedly
censured Dby Jesus and his Aposties. [tis
virtually, though nol professedly, a renunci-
ation of his dulllol'i\', a rejection of his rule,
a rebellion against his government. The man
who surrenders his |udn-m(>nt to the dictation
-of other men, instead of '11»\1(“11111" to the writ-
ten word of ‘Christ’s instruction ; and the
church, which felfers 1t\ell by articles drawn
up in language which man’s wisdom teaches,
instead of walking in the wide liberty of fhe
charter of God’s huth,——]mvc laid another
foundation than that which is laid, and ave
obnoxious Lo heavy rebuke.—Rev. I TFare.

THE DEATI-BEDS OF TUE GREAT
AND TIIE GOOD.

Tt has been said of the Tnitarian faith, that
it was a good religion to live by, but not 1o
die by. The palpable inconsisteney of the
two terms of such a proposition wholly des-
troys its {ruth, and venders it an absurdity.
Tor certainly the faith thal is not good to live
hy, cannot {or that reason he good to die by
And on the other hand, the faith that is s;on(l
to live by, must therefore be the one that is
good 1o die by and the converse siafement
must hold equally good, that the faith for
death must be {he faith’ for life. What is
sufficient for the lemptations of life, must dis-
arm the ierrors of death.  In this respect death
and life are one ; what prepares man for one,
prepares him for the other 3 and what wnfits
him for one, also disqualifies him {or the other.
The good men to live are the good men to die,
and the bad men {o live are the bad men to
die 3 though they may be under the influence
of the. dmg“ they take as medicines, or the
almost equally intoxicating excitement of cer-

in um;u'u“\ of unreal elation of m ady and

find ¢
other "(Ie, the effoets of the d
which they suller and expire, s
sueh o5 o ding the w.hllc"\ i nl
heart of the besi mon, 1 hasen thout
ot dying with horror, and l'm. o Chueles
Simeon shronk fiom the fast conflict with the
great eongueror of all, with wadissembled fear,
'l‘(-m]lom'm-m. carly odnmli(m, divewse, med-
icine, the physical state of the systewy— many
causes hl\(. llu-w may intervene to determine
the state of the departing, independently of
faith, o , gin or holine

But \\]l"n all this has been conecde d, there
yer remaius o testimony f1om the last hons of
zreal wud good men, which ouzhi not 1o be
forgotten.  When the soul has been about o
cil levse from the shores of time, and sail
forth into unknown seas, it has often uttered
itself sublimely and devoutly, It has summed
up a whole Tife of 'rr)dlxl)c-~ ina loew immor-

- under
netimes
tre<s {he

with dignity, as it re
stage of being,

Nor have there been wanting to that faith
which is every where spoken against, nobie
emm]nloa of ali that was resizned in .wmh, as
of all that was holy and beautiful in life.

To o friend, Leake said, when in v\pcch-
tion of death, & This life is 2 scene of vanily
which soon passes away, and affords no cohd
salisfaction, bui in the consciousness of doing
well, and in the hopes of another lite, "I'his
is what I can say from experience 5 and what
you will find to be {rue, when you come to
mauke up the account.” To one sitting by
his bedside, the day hefore his deathy e Fo-
marked that ¢ he had lived long enough, and
thanked God for having passed his days so
comtortahly > So departed the great Tnglish
philosopher,

S0 too did 8ir Tsaae Newton die; for when
sulject to the severest paroxysms of the dis-
ease of which he died, he was never heard
1o utter e least complaint, nor to express the
least impatience. . Dro Doddridge gave him
the eredit of manifesting his fient aith in the
divine vevelation, in the mos senuine {ruits of
substuniial virtue and piety,

Milton was Tong a severe suflerer by the
zout,buta cntompmm) states that he was very
cheerful in his tits of pain, and sang ; and when
he departed, it was quictly and silently on
the Sabbath ;. which has heen the last dav o
not a few of the great and good In histor,

Dr. Bowditeh died in the most happy frame
of mind. To his saddened (viond: he said,
1 feel no gloom withinme : why should you
wear it on your faces ? 77 To enc bidding him
good night, he 10])]10& ¢ No, =ay nof, good
mwht but wood morning, for fhe nexl Lime we
meet \\'l“ hie o the mormning of the
tion.”  When in the act of dying. he called
his family avound his hedside, and xaid, adiress-
ing each one by name, ¢ Yousee T can disti
«rmsh you all 5 and [ now give you all my
pammr blessing. The time is come. Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy Word ;> and the Jast whis-
per that was audible as he sank away, was
¢ l)ea.ullf'nl »

Dr. Parker when asked what he should dn,
if he was certain of dying In three or fonr days,
answered, & Just what T am doing g Now, &nd
intend to do tomorrow 2 and when brou :ht
{o the decisive hour, he expived in great dis-
tress of body, though in great quxeln 55, and
oven C]l(‘l_ﬂlllﬂ('*\ nf' \]]llll His conduct du-
ring his last days was desceribed by a friend in
these words—eé Al was natural, all was him-
self, his every-day self s yel there was a dig-
nity and solemnity which was felt, it were
not seen by the common eye.”

Dr. Warcester requesied one of his hrethren
to pray with him that ¢ he might have no will
of his own 5 and ashort time hefore his death,
hearing the clock strike seven, he vuquued
whether it were morning or evening, and
learning that it was the httm. he mw'erod
¢ T hope T shall be in heaven hefore seven in
{he morning®?  And he vequested the account
of the death of Clirist 1o be read to him from
the Gospel of Matthew, which were the last
words Tie heard on carth.

The restless nights of the dying Baneroft
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were soothed by his repeating {he poel’s
words— ‘

tal words, and dawn its mentle around it!

And purity lm-\-(‘-\ul my hes n(
Amd truth my lips arlnmvd

I Pve grown old in serving Him,
Biv Pather and my God,

I ieddd net fepr the clostiur scone,

Novalvead the sy ]nulmul jaad, ?

tve them (his Gty and people) my
dyives love,”” said D Thayer to his rl wrhiter,
when he foli the sudden hand ol z(h. far
troin hotae while on a imum'\' el theni f
cheaitally submite  Dilie in the faith 1 have
preached, I die in peazee, and iu the hopes
ol the ( wospel”?

When Dro Ware, Jr,, felt himself drawing
near the elose of Tifes he cailed on one of Lis
danghiers to vepeat that beautitul hrmm by
Milman, ey zinning,

[ 9

« Brother, thow art ; gona hefore us.”?

And the last passiwe of the \tH‘l“ll(‘\ he
was ahle to hear, was lln' 2310 Pra < The
Lord is my shepherd 2 &, Duriug his sick-
ness, he remurked th"ll ¢ lni».mim‘ was erawid-
ted with thouslis, wcvmus thoughts of death
and tmart Illu

And when the greatspinit of Channing was
in itz Tast hour on carth, he requested that the
Beatitwdes of Christmight be vead to him, und
expived in the act of yrayer to Gad,

The last sickness of Bemard Whitman was
made beautiful by his holy frust and perfoct
snhmission to the will of Tod.  To a’ friend
whoe said to hnn. “ Your heaven has alveady
commenced,” hie replied, « Yes, T have in-
decd a foretaste of heaven 3 1 have commu-
nion with heavenly .spmts. Some of my
dreams have heen most delichtml, When'¥
leave my fricnds on eorth- [ shall gotoa larger
family in heaven.  One shott line expr
all ¥ feeland wizh to say, ¢ Father, thy will
he done 172 When he percetved himsell to he
dving, he said, ¢ O Father, receive my spivit.
[die o peace with all. My fiem fith in
Christ supperts me now.”?

The last words of Judge Story were those
in which he conmended himsell in prayer to
Almighty God. s deathbed was illuminated
with the Christian hope, full of Dnortality.

Judge Smith found pleasare in repeating,
by night, while sullering severely in his last
sickness, (he heautiful lines,

< (ol of my life ook Lontlv down:

Rehold the pams 1 feel
Rut [ am dwmb before thy ﬂnmw
Nor dare dispute thy will.”?

“ I have long,” he said “considered my-
self 2 minute man, like the soldicrs in euy ve-
volutiomny war, ready to zo al 1 moment’s
fwaming, When the verse was repeated
i to him,
1¢¢ Jesus can make a dying bed

Seem soft as downy pillows are,

While on his breast T lean my hies ad,

And breathe my life oul sweelly ﬂwrc,”
he reveatedly inclined his head In assent, and
smiled with evident pleasure, though he was
unithle to speak,

Dr. Priestley, (he day hefore his deathavhile
his son was reading {o him the TTth chapter
ol John, dwelt some lime on the advantage ho
had derived from reading the Seriptures daily,
and that it had been to him a source of the
purest pleasure.  Toa friend coming in, he
said, « We shall all meef againin anotherand
hetter world®  And when his grand-children
were hrought to his bedside, before they re-
tired for {he night, he said to them, < T am
going Lo sieep « '1: woll as you : for death is
nnlv a long, sound sleep in'the grave, and we
shall meet again.”

So has the faith as it is in Jesus Christ, in
its unadulterated simplicily, sustained the
ercat and the good in the final struggle : pood
to Yive by, it has heen also goodl, yea, glorious
{o dic b\ . These are a very few cases out of
many. They might he multlplu-(l by couni-
less instances, in humh]erhic and among pri-
vate Chrisiians of those who liave fallen .M(‘(-p
in Jesus, and the blessed hopes of his Gospel,
with a conrage unappalled by the darkness of
the g a\'o,uud prool against the sting and ter-
ror of death.

¢« Let me die the death of the vighteous, and
let my last end be like his:®? bul we musi
pray and Jabor that the life of the vighteous
may be ours, before we can hope that such
may be ouy d(. sth,-- Unitarian Annuul Regisler,

3.

One method of allack upon liberal Cliris-
tiunity is to aweken sentimoents of pity and
horvor against i, 1 am not aboutfodeny diat
this i very honestly done 5 but 1 do say that
it s an unwosthy mode ol ass; ml( that it ap-
sl not o the judument, but to the passions 3
and that it is very apt 1o be the stiongest, in
the weakest hands. ‘To put on 2 solewn
counlenance, to speak in sepulchval tones of
awe and Lunentation, o wdarn men against
this deetrine, is easy.  Buty alas! for the
we kuess of men, (01 isan justiament casily
wielded, itis also an instrument ot lerrible
power with the superstitious, the timid, and
unrefleeting. A considerate man, a manwho
respeets the minds and consciences of these he
has to deal with, will be cautious how he
tukes hold of such a weapon as this—a wea-
por which prevails chietly with human weak-
ness, which strikes the very pait of our nature
that mostneeds to be supported, which wounds
only the infirm, and overwhelms only the
prostrate. Por Doeed not say, that il s pre-
cizelv with minds in this situation that tones
of pity and homer have the greatest muflence.
A man of independent 1lnm«-ln amd vigorous
wuderst: m«lum, whe could tht(- allocd tu bear
this smt of influence, is the very person who
wnll notyield toite He will say indignantly,

< That is nothing to the purpose.  Thal does
nnt satisly me. ¥ did not ask you 10 wam me,
but o enlighten me. T did not ask you to
weep, but to veason.  Wo doubt you feel as
you say, and very sinecerely feel thusy itis
not\nm sincerity that 1 question, but your
aratnent. You degrade my wnderstanding,
when you altempt to work wpon it in; tlns
mametr. 1 was made o think, - The Lord of
conscience has given me liberly toenquire;
amd T will not be subjeet to any other influ-
ence. God has ealled me to liberty 5 and
an shall not lay e under hondage.

Nor is this all.  Pity and horvor prove no
thing, indeed; but itis morcover a matter of
hiztory, that truth—whether our doctrine be
trae or not—thut Truth hos always made its
progress amidst the pity and horror of men.
Yes g ii has come thug, amidst sighings, and
dnnb(m_’,~, and shakings of the head, and warn-
ings of danger, und fore hodings of evil, Yes;
il lield its way, throngh ln)\un like these
with dirk counlenanees abont ity and loud do-
nunciations, and woeeinl anathemas. I has
stood up and spoken in the person of ifs great
Teacher ; and men have ¢ gnashed theiv teeth
and rent their garments,” al iis voice.  [thas
gone lorth info the world, with its devoted
d|")\“('s, and heen aceounteal < {ie offse ourings
ofall things.” 1 has prophesied jn %'l(,k(,lnlh,
with its faith{ul witnesses, and hoine the eross
of ignominy and reproach.  The angry San-
liedvim, the bloody anm:ltlon, the (lunrroon,
the rack, the ma s stake, have lestified o
the ablorrence o/mwn against the trulh!

1 do not say that the truth I hold is worthy
of this gz;lmmnx fellowship. Bul I say that ifts
bheing joined in any measure to this fe Ilm\slnp
does nol prove it false.  And if it e tiue,

T solemnly helieve itis, then letnol its \d\n—

sates elaim entire exempiion {rom the trials of
their eliter brethren, Tt will 0 on, and nen
will speak evil of ity and they will strugele
against it, and they will Tmnent and weep ;
—but it will he asil they Jifted up their voice
to withstand the tolling seasons, or struggled
againel the chariot weels ol the morning, or
10111(‘( out vain {ears upon the mighty stream
that i o bear all hefore i, T say this more
in seriow, Lhope, than in scorn, T am soiry
for those who cannot see this matleras 1 think
they ought fo see it. I am sorry for the un-
ln,)pmes:, for the honest grief, which 2 miss-
placed pity, and an um,hdnldh]e zeal, and a
spirit of reproach and condemnation, give
them, But their grief, save for its own sake,
moves me not at all. I consider it as pen-
ance for their wmistaken hostility to truth, ra-
ther, than a lair admonition of citor. Ihelieve,
and ean believe no less, that this unhappiness
is simply the frvil of ervor, Uncharitableness
musl he lmh'\ppy anger musl be painful §
exclusion, and .nmtlmmuhnnfr, and (]nmnlm;
sincere brethren to perdition, musl be works
of bitterness and grief. T wonder not, that a
man should weep while he is doing them ;
my only wonder is, that he can ever do thcm,
and not weep —Dr. Dewey.




