
RICHARD CRAIGNTON.

the strangers to infer that they were seen, and
hastily counted the chances of his being able to
enter the bouse to arm himself, and awaken his
servants, and yet still remain unseen. He de-
termined to try. Fortunately they had sat beside
the door, and the flowers around the porch sercen-
ed thein from observation. He therefore sup-
ported his wife into the house, and finding his
way to bis room, shortly returned, armed vith a
brace of pistols, and a short, heavy cutlass, which
ho had little thought would ever again be requi-
red for service. He did not wait to sumnion aid,
the wife having promised to sec to that, but re-
turned as noiselessly as possible to watch the fur-
ther proceedings of the enemy.

Already two of the men were under the win-
dows, peering cautiously around. The third had
apparently remained a short distance behind thein.

"Aill is quiet enough, Ned," said one whispering.
" The stables are unlocked ; I see the door ajar.
Would it not be best to take a pair of borses
and be off? They're first rate beasts, and vill
have us many a mile away, before the loss is
knowu."

"I thought as much," said the other. " Is this
your courage, now that the game's begun. If we
manage well, we may have the Captain's money,
as well as his horses. You know his room. Lead
the way there, and it will go liard but we'll get
all ho bas without noise or nonsense. If we
don't-"

But, Ned!"-timidly interrupted the other.
"No but-ting, now. Had it not been for yun I

shoull not h-ve been here. Now that I am, l'Il
not go back with nothing. That cursed mortgage
has a chance of being paid off, if the captain is

half as rich as you say he is, and l'Il pay him
when I'm able. However, there's no sin in my
taking what I can get froin him, for all lie has
should have been mine." The man who spoke
was Craignton, but the meaning of his anguage
his comrade could not fathom. His own words
seemed to have lasled him into a fury, and he
added, seeing that Whitley still isitated, " Show
me the way; if you don't, l'Il find it out myself,
and drive you before me."

" Let's take the horses," said Whitley. " They'll
pay handsomely for this night's work. I've no
fancy for throat-cutting, and in your present luis-
mour, it seems that less will hardly please you. If
we get into the bouse, there will be fighting, for
the Captain ias been a soldier-and, the conse-
queice, I don't like to think about. Be persuaded
man, think of your wife-"

"Damn you!" cried Craignton, interrupting
him. " Hold your tongue; or at any rate don't

name ber; if you do again, l'Il clear all scores be-
tween us in a short way. In-in-I say."

At this moment, the man who had waited be-
hind, having apparently become impatient at the
length of the controversy, approached them, and
joined the side of Craignton.

He spoke in a whisper, so that his words were
inaudible to Captain Willinton, but the conse-
quences of bis remonstrance were soon appa-
rent.

A great part of the conversation was distinct-
ly heard by Captain Willinton, who waited anx-
iously the promised aid. He saw that one was a
determined, powerful man. The second, whose
voice seemed not unfamiliar to bis ear, w'as a trem-
bling coward. But ti' re was something iii its tone
that aroused - feeling of detestation, which even
contempt could hardly master. Of the third he
could form no judgment. He determined to watch
the current of events, however, and only make his
proximîity known, when ho could make it felt.

Two of the robbers approached the mairi en-
trance, beside which the Captain stoud; the third
still hung back. The man who came first car-
ried a small bar of iron; sufficient, as he imuagined,
to force open the slight fastenings with which it
was the custom of the country to secure the doors.
As he laid his hand upon the latch, however, a
strong arru vas upon bis collar, and the robber
was burled, as if shot from a cross-bow, half-way
across the lawn.

It was the coward only, who was overthrown.
The other man, who bad imposed the menial
task of opening the door upon his comrade, was
close beside him, and in an instant saw how the
matter stood.

For a moment ho recoiled, but gathering up
his energies, he sprang forward with a view to
overpower, and master bis opponent, but the cap-
tain was on bis guard, and easilv evaded the
shock. With the fiat of bis cutlass, he struck bis
assailant, who fell backwards, and leant against
one of the pillars, apparently stunned. The third
man, who had been anxiously waiting the issue of
the conflict, now approached. He was masked
and disguised, the only one of the three who
had taken any precaution to avoid detection. He
carried a bludgeon in his band, with which ho
aimed a stroke at the face of Captain Willinton;
the latter, however, was well acquainted with
the tricks of fonce, and caught the blow as it fell,
immediately returning it.

The man felt that lie was wounded, but it was
only enough to madden him, and make him reck-
less of the consequences. He snatched a pistol
from his bolt, and fired.

The wounddci robber, disabled though lie was,
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