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GENERAL PRESBYZIERIAN
OOUNOIL.

tFrom Ova OWN QoDDRSFORDBNT.)

You will permit your correspondent now
{0 give a brief outline of some of the anb.
jeots dinousred befors the Council

The harmony of the confesatons of the Ro.
formed Ohurches, was the first anbjset dis.
dasaod, and in view of the conslaui appeal
of the Papauy tothe divisions of Protestanis
in $ho exeroise of tho right of private judg.
ment, & most important one,

Prof, Kraft, of Bonn, had drawn up a
consengus in thirty-one articles from the
variod oatechisms, oreeds and artioles of
$he bodies ropresenied. All the leading
artioles of our Evangelical Oalvinitm were
thers unmista’ably sud unanimously.

Thevariat'ons found in the confessions are
tobe attributed to the necessarily, controver.
sialohrraotor of the partionlar chureh whioh
formulated. AsDr, Schaff, of New York,
pointed ount, the confessions of $he Reforma.
tion Churches were largely apologelioc.
Burrounding adverse powers and beresies
oalied forth tiheir epecialities, but their
mbstantial agreoment is remarkable and
improasive. As a result of the disoussion,
a Qommittes hns been appoiuted fo collate
tho varied confossions, and the relation in
whioh they stand in the matler of subsorip-
tion to their seversl ohurches, In the
presont outory against oreed it is well to be
reminded that the greal baltle of liberty,
olvil and veligious, has been fought even to
the vietory around the ol standards, and
they desorve at loast reverent ireatment at
our hends, Whether from their gonsensns
a new and belter formula can be obtained
is & question we ean belter anawer when
the result of the commitiee’s Inbour shall be
known.

The subjeot of Presbyturianisma in its
relation to the wants of the day called
forth no paper nor sddress of marked
ability, the general tone of the disenssion
simply substantinted what every Presby-
ferian ought to know, that pulling prinei.
ples above rnles, yet knowing mere abstrac.
tion #0 be practieally valuless. Presbyteri
snisma hag liberty withont lloonse, and
eatholicity withous foraaking old ways and
fong.tried paths.

The disonssion on preaching and preach-
ers coalled forth some interesting and
instractive remarks. Dr. Orosby, of New
York, opened up the sabject by speaking of
$he preacher's aim, means, and manner.
‘Whilst it is true that spiritaal life elvilizes,
il 18 not true, as witness ancient Greece,
fhat civilization gives spiritual life, The
preacher fu not a civilizer but & spirituali-
wor first 3 & preacher of Christ, not a goolal
or political phlosopher. The means were
the Word of God and the Spirit's power.
The manner, earneat, nataral, solemp, the
ocoentrioities of the pulpit were ofien
wounds to the Lord in the hounse of his
friends. Some churches were Sundsy

* theatres whither loose-minded people Sock-

¢d, not for edifioation, but éitilation. Our
venerable father, Dr. Willie, put in a plea
for Scriptural preaching and expressod an
opinion that the dootrinal had not received
alltheattentionitdemandedin our oburches.
The address fully justified the expression of
opinion by the council, that the sipmle
full, and earnest preaching of the Word of
God, is tho great work of the Gospel
preacher,

The subject of the Eldership did nob
elioit unanimity, Iudeed for the pre-
sent that subject seems hopelessly perplex-
ing. 'That from the body of the laify there
shonld be representatives asscciated with
the winiatry in tho ruling and oversight of
the Church was not only unquestioned, but
maintained: but the exuct eoclesiastical
status of those officers was very differontly
presented. The evening of the dayen
whish thiese subjeots were presented was
devoled to hearing of the Mission Work
and field of the Presbyterian Ghurch of the
United States. Much interesting informa.
$ion was given which our Churoh in Can.
s conld dnplicate, and the pesuliar aroms
of the Fourth of Jnly bad not all been
¢ wasted on the desert air” on this the
svening of the fith.

On the Saiurday at noon & Communion
sarvies was held in Free Bt. Luke's, Dr.
Moody Stuart’s, at which many members of
the Oounoil were present; yet it was not
Beld under the auspices of the Counetl, in.
ssmach as mapy held the principle ihat
Oommunion ought only to be dispensed

within the Hoits of scclesisstionl jurisdic.

flos. Ii doss appear nirange that around
the table of our common Lerd she eonnsil
a8 sweh eould not meet. However, we

* shall all know each other betier by and by,

whet Al $bs fable where the Master Him.
oolf shiall preaide, and our brethren ia Him
will be fully recognised.

 When s Cliareh esases to be miwlonary

her very existenoo Iy at stske” was the key
note of one day's sonferences, aud well will
it be if thut nots bo prolongsd and flud &
rosponss from svery bt sad in overy
cornor of our vineyard, From aolusl ex.
porience 1t is doronstrated that the condl.
tion of the heathen world is nof in advance
of the #ad days of old, nnless it bo ints
deeper darkness, Hindoolsm and Baddh.
ism, of which in some quarters it fg the
fashion o speak eo enthusiastioally are
worso in actual Jife now than in the days of
Paul, The Church, ag the only living
leavening power, 18 as urgontly oalled to
spresd abroad the name of Immanuel as
when firet the commission was given ¢ Co
yeinto all the world.”

Dy, Wangeman, of Berlin, gavo some
nooded osutions we to tho mothod of
the miesionary. It is mors than
questionable to sesk to allure by gifts,
which tend to demoraliss, and mrve a
gorry foundation for s Olristian Ohuroh.
Nor mnst it be supposed that civilisation
necessarily prepares the way for the
gospel.  The civilization which followse,
rather than that whioch precedes tho
gospol i3 move to bo desired. When
the gospel meets Oaflre ladies in velvet
and siik, and Oaffre young gentlemon in
tail coate, it must firat contend with oivilis-
ed pride and then with heathon custom and
sins.

Dr. Moody Stuart rleaded for the mil.
lion of Jews yet turned from Messinh,
attnohing a rolatively high importance to
thoir conversion, belleving that they wounld
be ag & toroh of fire among the sheaves of
tho nations of the earih.

Co.operation in miseions was deemed;
and justly, a matter of great import. Con.
sideting the urgent necossity of the heathen
world, and tho present scareily of means,
and above all the importance of presenting
an nndivided front to the heathen world,
ohuroher, whose ereed and polity are essen.
{ially one, shonid not be found dividing the
samo field. Our national and domestio dif-
forences shonld never be eontinned in other
and distant lands, So much was this felt,
that & ecramitlos was appointed to ocollect
information, and make practical sugges.
{ions, regarding the oconpation of the
foreign fleld. The working men of each of
the Churohes in that special department
were placed on that Committee.

The meetings on the evenings of each day
were designedly of the more popular oha-
acter, and in the evening of the day when
the above subjeot was presented, rauch
valuable statistioal information was given.
Mr. Swanson, of Amoy, in speaking of
miseion work in China, gave strong express.
ion to his convictions regarding the iniquity
of the opinm traffio, from which he gaid the
British government pocketed annually
about nina and & Lalf millions of pounds
sterling. How oan public opinion be too
sirongly aroused upon this dark subject.

The vices of Christians have ever proved
among intolligent hesathen tho greatest
abetaoles {o the missionary work,

Nor was oor own Chureh entirely ig-
nored, ten minutes being given to Profes-
sor Maolaren, the respecied Convener of
our Western Foreign Mission Committea,
to vindieate for ounr Oanadian Church a
place among the laborers in this interesling
feld,

By ocomparing notes of the different
agencles a new impetus will be given to onr
foreign work, though the absenee, through
illness, of the venerable pionser Dr, Dnff,
was felt by all. The living wvoice of one
who basgrown aged in the foreign field
wonld have been an incentive to every
heart.

THE UNBELIEF OF THY PRESENT DAY,

Dr. Patton, of Ohicago, the indefati-
gable champion of orthodoxy in the
cclebrated Swing caso, and once a
student of Old Xnox's, opened the discus-
sion with a paper of remarkable clearness
and conciconese. He congidered: X, Unbe.
lief as it concerns the question of personal
faith in Christ. The Gospel requires trast
in a perton, sud in viewing tho objection
met in that requirement, we must not over.
look the genoric oaues of unbelief, in the
depraved naturo which being undesivous of
the Gospel, puts itsell into an argumenta-
tive attitude, preventing acoeptance even
when intelleciually convinced.

II. Unbeliof a8 {o the Divine anthority
of the Bible; which comes naturally after
the state of mind alrerdy adverted to. Here
& wiee digtinction was drawn belween failh
in the Bible, and faith in Christ. Saving
fatth is sonfidencs in Christ, not belief in
the suthority of the Soriptures, thongh the
two are very intimately related. Never.
theleas, in eonsidezing unbelief, we shounld
not confeond them., A man may believs
the Seriplure aud not frust Christ, and a
man may irasé Christ who never saw the
Boripinces. Thus we shall be kept from
rasbly misjudging that » man depariing
from ® received view hias lost iailh in

Ohrist, and frora pulting ourselves in u false
argumentailve position; for if a man's
Bible were roduced to the three wynoptls
gospals, it wonld still bo his duty to believe
in o yiwan Saviour, and to trust him for
talvation, Moroover, mon play the advo.
cate rathor than the judge, and are even
determined to give o error tke benefit of
the doubt. The duly of argumont ceases
whon moral sertainty has been ranshed,
The man who says ho will go to sea upon
a raft booauee I cannol domonsirate to bim
that the Cunardor will sarry him eafoly,
must go on & raft,

III. Unbolief as regards misropresonta.
tions of tho Bible ; which requires an under.
sianding of what true progress in thoology
{9, what are tho inevitalle tendencics of
cerioin plausible errors, aud a revival of
dogmatio theology, basad on trne oxegesis,
giving riso to more thorough doctrinal
preaching,

Dr. MoCOosh, of Princeton, gavo a part of
a1 elaborate paper upon the discoyeries of
soience and spoenlations in Philosophy in
thoir relation to religions thought. Theo.
fogians should retuember that science has
its mothods, which lead to cerfain results,
and awaiting thess resulis need not fanr
trath in nature will contradiet fruth in
revolation, ‘These papers, with those of
Dr., Wails of Bolfast, and Dr, Thos. Smith
of Edinburgh, will also make the forth.
coming voluoae worthy of being read, and
the romark of Professor Flint, that the
Churoh should beware of causing nnbelief
by unchristian works and words, is worthy
of being romembered.

In disouseing the Helps and Hindranoes
of Spiritual Life, much slresy was Jaid upon
tho Sabbath as a help, and Intemperance
as & hindrance. The Sabbath was justly
hield as a boon conferred on man, suited to
his wauls, required by his life ; wiilst In.
temperance was rightly held to be one of
the most terrible sonrces of all that is evil
and God.defylng. A unanimous motion
was oarried in acoord with the spitit of the
addresres.

A movre distinotive and popular Presby-
{orian literatars was deemed deairable, and
the power of the press was acknowledged.
The duty, moraover, ¢f office-bearers and
members to encourage by support and sym-
patby such literature as prosenis the acls
and writings and seholarship of the fathers
and workers of the Church was insisted
upon. 'The last subject formally before the
Counoil for diecussion was the Ohristian
training of the young; the right of children
fo a place in the Church was insisted on,
tho utter secularizing of eduoation protested
against, and the neoessity of homo {raining
and Christian inflaencs folt to be of the
highest importance.

The closing mesling on Tnesday evening,
11tk July, was oooupied with voles of thanks
and olosing addresses, which seem to be
neoessary adjunets to all publie gatherings,
Many good, very good, things were spoken,
gome platitudes, and the usual mutual ad-
miration. Wo are social beings, and son-
timont hasils sofiening and refining inflance
npon the hard workers and coneiant toilers.

The Scotsman, in & review of the Conn.
oil, had some gevere remarks about {he
sounding brass and orthodox olatier, bui
the Scotsman should remember that we
must needs talk of subjests befors united
action can be taken, and information, with
knowledge of each other, is the first stop in
a right direction : and even the superabun-
dance of compliments into which men oft-
times fall has its kindlier side, whereby
men are made kindiior, thexrefore bettor,

If the foelings stirred up within the
Counsil are not allowed to expirs outside
the Council walls, tho Charoh at large will
have csuse in after days torise up and bloss
tho gathering whioh has now closed within
the Free Assombly Haull of the old city of
Edinburgh.

For the Fresbylerian
ORIGINAL SIN.

Than original sin, thoro is perhaps no
dootrine corncerning whiok, men, on the
firat intarchavgs of opinion, are more in-
clined to differ; aud none concorning
which, propercxplanations boing farnished,
they are moro ready to agree.

That some doctrine of origiual sin is
taught in tho Soriptures, all will admif;
that this is the dcolrine as set forth in the
Confesslon of Faith, many aroc not so sure.

In trying the correctness of & creed, it is
& vory good way for a man io bring the
‘Word of God and common souse to bear on
the dootrine in guestion, and then sompare
his oonelusion and the ersed together,
Porsulug sack » course with the doelrine
of original sin, we cannot but observe the
depravily of onr own raes as manitesisd in
depraved wills, blinded minds, hardened
hesris, and unsanetified affections. That
taok is not the pleture of a faw isclated
homes oaly, or of some remiote island, bui

is the pictnre of tho raco zs & wholo, we
but teo well kaow. e aro $hns at onor
{urnlshed with the dootrine of Unfveraal
Dopravity.

Tho Boriptures hiave not loft nsio disenss
whother our prosent unhappy atata bo the
original condition of onr race; or the oon.
soquonce of o poraenal fall; or in couse.
quenga of the lapsoof another, They toach
that Adara stood, not for himsolf alone, as
did cach of the Angoels, but that Le aotod
for himsell and for his posterity  “By
ono man sin ontored inlo tho world, and
doath by sin." Woe are thus furnished with
the doolrine of Fedoral Hoadship,

Now, it is evident, that inasmuek as we
possegs innnto depravily, wo posecss it
oither ns s onlamity, or as a punishmont,
Xf itis only a ealamily in the sense of a
misfortunoe, itis not asin,  We are, how-
over, to bear in mind that it is Inconsistent
with thogovernmeont of an All-Wise, Moral
Rulor,for moral oalamities to happen, unloss
through tho instrumentality of responsible
agents; that while such acts may bo viewed
a8 vory great oalamities, they are noverthe-
loss ping. Binoe our innate depravity is the
conszquence of Adam's fall, and is par} of
the punishment of his transgroession, it iy
ovident tha$ we sve in gome way punished
for Adam’ssin. If punished for it, it must
in gomo souso be ours. If is ours, not in
the sonso that it is onr personal act, but
ours on the principle of representation,
*The anion,” says Turrettin, * which is fo
sorve ag tho ground of imputation may be
threcfold. 1. Natural, as belween a father
and his ohildren. 2, Moral and Politicad,
8s botween a king aud his subjeots, B,
Voluntary, as among friende, and botween
the guilty and lis eabsiitate.”” The
bond between Adam and his posterity is
twofold: “1, Natuxral, as he is the father
aad wo are the children, 2. Politicsl and
Forensio, as he was the prinss and reprs.
sentativo head of the whole human race.
The foundation, therefore, of imputation is
not only the natural conneetion whish ex.
ists between us and Adam, sines in that
oase, all his sins might be impaied io us,
bat msainly the moral and federal, in virlue
of which God entercd into covenant with
bim as our head.”

The doofrine of Original Siu, then so far
a8 wo have traced i, involves the following
pointa : 1, Inherent depravity, manifesting
itgelf in aets. 2. Wanb of original right.
oousnoss, 8, Fedexal headship of Adam,
4, Qur being guilty of Adam’s sin, which
guiltiness is to bo traced in, and through,
the dootrine of representation. We need
not aay thal thege are the points involved
in the dootrine of Original Sin, as {aught in
the Confession of Faith—* Oar first parents
being the xoot of all mankind, the guilt of
this gin was imputed, and the same death
in sin and oorrupted nature conveyed to all
their posterfly, descending from them by
ordinary generation. From this original
corruption . do prooeed all aeiual
transgrosslons,” Chap. vi. Sect. 8, 4.

Tho docirine of Original Sin was one o
whioh the Reformers attached muoh im-
poxtance, belisving as thoy did that a olear
undersianding of this dootrine furnished a
key to many of the dootrines of grace, in
their rolation both to God and to man.
Betweon Zwingle and Luther some differ-
ences uufortunatoly existed which kept
ench in his own field of labor; yet when
thoy met, if possible to composs their dife
forencos, at Marpurg, they found themselves
at one un fourteen ossential artioles of faith,
and the doolrine of Original Sin was one,
« Wo bolleve,” rans the article, *that Or.
iginal Sin isinnato in us, and was propa-
gated in us from Adam, and it is suck &
sin thai it exposos all men to condemnation
go thatunloss Jesus Christ had interpoged
for us by his death and life, all mon on
acconnt of original sin would have been
condomued, nor cquld they have come jn-
to tho Xingdom of God, and eternal hap-
pinoss.” This is not only the views of
these reformers and their friends, but is
rubstautially tho dootrine of Original Sin
ae oxpressed in the Helvetio, Bohemian,
Bolgie, Sason, Frensh, Bnglish, and Scotch
Confossions,

Wotwithstanding this unanimity in the
Reformed Oburch on this doolrine, thers
have not been wanting men who have difs
fored vory widely from tho received view;
yeot it is worthy of noto, that though in the
Romish Church, there are errors on this,
a3 on otker points, yet many of the leading
Theologians of that condmunion have held
sound and just views of this dootrine. The
Pelagisn heresy in the fifth eentury so0
vigoronsly asssiled by the Bishop of Hip-
o, led to do so through am examination of
this doetrine by the ohureh, thal, in cerfain
quarters at leasi, the Ohiavel of Rome was
never horstieal on dhis point. Of this we
have the heat evidence in the fact that the
Counoll of Tzent il not eonsider ih safe to
eondemn the views held by the Reformers
on orizinal sla, heoause many of the mers.

TRy

bers of the Cotneil held the samo views,
which werseubstantially those of Augustine,
and which the Chureh of Rome adopted,
by her aco~ptsnce of all the writings of $his
father. While many of tha writera of the
Roraish Olurol, In trenting of original sin,
graut the fmputation of Adam’s sin and
tho want of original rightcousnots, but say
littlo or nothing of moral dupravity, athers
as tho Jangonists,maiatain, *vith Augustine,
an ontiro and positive corraption and do-
pravity. Cardinal Bellarmiue would on
this subjeot satisfy the most conscientious
Calvinist,

Arminiue toaches that * Original Sin” is
rathox o punishment than a sin, and thatié
will condemn no maw, Bpeaking of the
Covenant of wotks, ho arys, *By the dise
obedionce of our first pavents all men who
were o be propagated from them in a
nataral way besame obnoxious to death
ternporal  and  doath  eoternal, and
dovoid of the gift of the Hoaly Spirit or
original rightsousnoese.  This punishment
usually roceives the appellation of #& pri-
vation of tho image of God,” and * Original
8in.” “Musi,” ho asks, “some conirary
quality bosido tho absenoo of original
righteousness be constituted an another part
of originalsin,” Vol, ii. p. 79. From such n
denial of man's total depravity, it besmes
a leading featuro in Armininn Theology
that man ean, in the exorcise of his freo
will, do somothing moro or less that ig spirii~
ually good, something that willoontribute to
¢ffect his deliverance from tho guili end
power of sin. That suoh a view iy akin fo
those held by the Polagian faciion of the
Romish Churoh is evident from the faot
that Albert Pighius one of the prominent
writers of that communion, aftsr the con.
ferenoe whioh was held at Worms, exe
prossed hia opigion in writing as follows
“Qriginsl Sin does not consiet in any Jde.
fect, nor in any vice, nor depravaiion of
oatare; not in any corrupt quality, nor
inherent violous habit in us, bul solely in
onr subjection $o the punishment of the
first sin.” He farthor toaches that “In.
fants, incapable of obedience cunno} be the
subjoots of sin.” A view contrary to this
was held by Placeens, professor of the
French Protostant School at Ssumar, He
rejocted the dootrine of impuiation, and
taught that original sin consisied solely in
tho inherent depravity of man., His writ.
ings wore condemned by & National Synod,
A.D. 1644,

The Oalvinistis dootrine of original sin,
which aceording to our opinion, is the only
consistent and eatisfactory exposition of the
doofrine that can be given is well presented
by Principal Cumningham—* Adam was
constituted by God the ropresentative
and the federal head of his posterity, so
that his trial was virtually and in God’s
estimation, acoording to tho wise and juet
constitution or arrangement which He had
made—and which oertainly, to say the
Jenst, cannot be proved to be unjnst or une.
favourable to his posterily—ile {rial or
probation of the human race ; and that the
transgression of Adam boaamo, in a legal
and judicial senss, and without any injns-
tice to them, theirs, so that they were just-
ly involved in ils proper conseguences. If
it be indeed the actual fact, that men eameo
into the world with ungodly and depraved
natares, which certainly and invariably,
autil they are ohangod, produce transgres-
sions, then, asenredly, tho principle that
Adam was constituted, and thoresfter was
held and regarded by God, as tho represen-
tative and federal head oflis posterity, so
that they sinned with and foil with bim in
his first tranegression, iz the only ouo
which has ever besen propounded which
makes oven an approach towards affording
an explanation of this important fact, viz.,
that mon do come into the world with their
whole moral natnre corrupled and thorough.
ly perverted, eo far as God and lus law are
concarned,”

It is & question liable to be disoussed,—
viz., whotber in accordancs v ith the Cal-
vinistic view, it I8 necossary to believe
that men will be finally condemned for
their original sin, We wonld answer, Oal.
vinisw is no more responsiblo for all the
silly guestious that msy be asked in its
namo, than is tho Word of God for all the
sbsurd oreeds that profess to be drawa
from its pages. QOalviniatio ministers have
aver taught the dootrine whieh the Tiord
Jesus Christ taught, on this aubject. ¢ For
the Son of man shall come in the glory of
his ¥athor, with his anvels, and then shall he
reward every man acoording to his works,"
Matt, xvi, 27, We need not say that this
is the doetrine of the eonfession of faith,
“JIn that day not only the apoatate angels
shall be judged, bnt likewise all persons
that have lived upon this earth shall ap-
poar before the tribunal of Chrisl, to give
an assount of their thowghis, words, and
deeds, and o recelve ascording o what
{key hava done In the body, whether good

(Continncd on ¢ighth paje)




