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connected by means of a covered way
with a central adnumistiaton building,
the cost of the whole being estimated at
$100.000.—~The Road Comnuttee has de-
cided 10 call fur tenders for paving fac.
ques Caruier square wnh asphalt 1o the
center and stune bloths on the sides.—
Bulding permits huve been issued as
fullows  Jo.. R. \Wison, three-storey
house, 935 Sherbicoke street, cost $40.
005, R.A. Wiite, architect; Dominion
Transport Company, three storey stable,
Notre Dame and St lgnace streets, cost
$50.000, Hutchison & Wood, architects,

LonDON, ONT.—The county council
have passed a resolution 1n fivor of the
erection of a consumptive samtanam n
this county.—H. C. McDBride, arcuicct,
hss taken tenders for the excavation
necessary for the Sinitary Dury Co.’s
new building.—The county council has
instructed the brulge comnussioner to
prepare plans and secure tenders for the
constructinn of the foliow.ng bridges:
Butteryl> flats, over Sydenham river, Mud
creek bridge ; bridge opposite lot 16, con.
16, London townshin, and a bridge op-
posite lot 1, con. 2, London. Regarding
Beattie’s bridge on the townline, between
Dorchestor and London, the commitiee
suggested that a steel structure be erect-
ed, but that definite action be deferred un-
til the Januarv meeting.

OTTAWA, ONT. —Plans have been pre-
pared lor increasing the capacity of the
power house of the Capital Pawer Co.
at Deschenes, Que —Jas. R Ray, acting
secretary Department of Public Warks,
will receive tenders uo to Tuesday. Janu-
ary 1st next, lor erection of post ofiice at
Nelson, B.C. Plans at ahove d epart-
ment and at offi-e af J. A, Mcdonald, ar-
chitect, Nelson.—It 15 sind that at the
coming session of Parhament an appro-
priation will be granted for a new depart.
ment:l building to accommadate the su-
preme court.—The Public Schanl Board
have decided 1o purchase the Pinhey pro-
perty on which to bwld a schnol to
replace the one desuoved by fiie on
Wellinuton stiect 1 April last.—The
Ouawa Improvement Commaission are
obtaining fipmes from manulacturing
firms for the supply of a steam road roller.
They are also taking tenders for supply
of 2.000 toise of rabber stone.—~The
authonties ot St. Patrick’s asylum for the
orphans and aged have decided to build
an addition to the institution, tno cost
about $12,000.—Parliament will likely be
asked at the coming session to appropri-
ate from $30,000 to $62.000 for a new
wing to the printing bureau.—The follow-
ing building permits hive been granted:
John Black and Theo. §t. Germain, brick
veneered house, Gilmaur sticet, cost S1,-
s00; Madrick Landerville, hrick stable,
Albert street, cost $3.000; Ald. S. J.
Davis, three brick veneered dwellings on
Hickey street, cost $6,000 ; Albeit Les-
ter, frame dwellbng, DBay stieet, cost
$1100; L. R. Gauthier, six lenement
brick venecered houses, Lorne avenue, cost
$3.co0; H. N. Bate, dury huldwng,
Canal street, solid brick, 33x80, cost
$7.500.

TORONTO, ONT.—It is reported that
arrangements have been made for the
erection of a large residence and asmaller
one on Lowther avenue, at the corner of
St. Genrge sireet.— The plans of the
Natonal Santarium Association include
the bwslding of a large santarum at
Gravenhurst within a year, and at a later
date a receiving haospital for advanced
cases and an insutution for incurable
cases. — Tenders are wanted for slating,
roofing tinsmuhing, plastenng and pant-
ing of pair of houses, corner Bathurst and
Ulster streets.— The counail will be asked
to take some steps towards paving the
approaches to the York strect bridpe.—
At-the municipal elections on January 7th
the ratepayers will be asked ta declare
whetber or notthey are in favor of the city

purchasing and operating the gas works.
—Duilding permits have been granted as
follows : Authorities of Bishap S'rachan’s
schonl, thrae starev ha~k add.vion to pres:
ent bulding, cast $7002: W, J. Rrown,
two storey hnck residencs, 105 Tind
avenue, cost 33000 : F. H. Lot'le, two
twa-storey brick dwell:nges, 254 6 Avenue
road, cost $3000; Mrs. Murjare Mar-
rav, two storey store and dwelling, 26
Westmareland avenue; The Saparate
Schaol Baard, two storey hrick and stone
schanl, Bond street near Wilton avenue,
cost $20.000, A. W. Halmes, architect,
William Kean, cantractor ; Jahn MecIvar,
pur semi-detached brick dwellings, 44 and
46 Pearsnn avenue, cost $2.400, James
Harvev.architect. Dunkley Bras., cantrar-
tars: King Bras, p 1r cemi-detached brick
dwellings, west sids Alhany avenue, near
Bloar stree*. cost $4 000, Self Bing, huild-
ers ; W. C. J=phcntt, two siorev frame and
plaste- snmmer residence on  Coanner
avenue, Island Park, cost $1 200, J. F.
Rrown, architect, Whitlan Bros., contrac-
tors.

.

FIRES.

Planing mill of \W. F, Lawrence at
Maple Creek, N. W. T., aimost totally
destroyed ; 10ss $2.507, insurance $500.—
Buldine of Whithy Evanarating Co, at
Whithy, Ont.. partilly destroyed.— Fire
at Parkhill, Qat., on ¢th inst., destrayed
Qven's furnilure stare, the Bell Tele-
phone offi‘e and Dr. Caw's residsnce.
—The following business nlaces in Win-
nipeg were dastroyed by fire list week:
Josepk Watson, confectionery ; Charles
Dawell, tabacca; Jae. Callins, tulor;
Bowes & Reeves, barhers ; Raberntg’ cab-
bler shop; Auer Gas Company’s ware-
rooms.

CONTRACTS AWARDED,

HuLL. QUE —Pressed hrick recidence
on Muin street for N. Page: Christie
Lynatt, contractor. .

SHAWINIGAN FALLS, QUE — Carner,
Liine & Co., of Lavis, hive secuced the
contract for supply of 10,000 feet of water-
works pipe ta be used here,

ST. THOMAS, ONT. — Steel bridge for
Lake Ene & Det ait River railwav:
Superstructure, Walkerville Steel Co.;
masonry, Ponsford Bros, this citv.

ST. JouN, N. B. — Thas. Gilliland has
been awarded the contract to build new
wharves at Goandola Point and at Daun-
ham’s, on the Reach above O1k Point.

TORONTO, ONT.—The Board of Caontrol
have accepted the tender of G. N. Rey-
nolds & Co. for 400 chaurs for the new
technical school building, at the price of
$1,470.— The Separate Schonl Board
have accepted the tender of \WV._J. Mc-
Guire for the heating, ventilation and
plumbing of St. Michaei’s school, a1$4,100.

VANCOUVER, B.C. —Mr. T. Bradbury,
has secured contract to build the govern-
ment building at Rosstand.—Mr. E. Cook
has contracted to buld a brnick and stone
buildlng on Carrall street, for Messrs.
Told & San, of Victoria; Mr. Thos. Hoop-
er, architect.

WINNIPEG., MAN.—Tenders have been
accepted by the city as follows : E. Daidye,
1,500 cords_ cedar paving wond, at $970

ercord; W. F. Lee, sewer on Nena street
and Elgin averue, $1,705; Dobson &
Jackson, granolithic walk on Bannatyne
avenne, $440.

MONTREAL, QUE,, — The harbor com-
missioners have accepled the following
tenders for stone work for the fland pro-
tection wall : Cut stone for caping, O.
Martineau & Fils ; cut stone far ashlar,
Rorhe & Lemay ; rubble stone. Martineau
& Prennveaun ; broken stane, Z Dufresne;
sand, Mantreal Sind & Gravel Company;
cement, F. Hyde & Co.

OTTAWA, ONT. — Three tenders were
received by the city for supply of steam

fire engine, as follows : Amencan Fire
E .ine Company, Seneca Falls, N. Y,
weight 7,000 pounds, capacity 730 gallons
per minute, with a five year guarantee,
$5 619 25 ; Waterous Eagine Company,
Hrantlord, syme capacity and otherwise in
concurrence with the specification, $3 9933
Manchester Loromotive Warks, Man-
chestester, New Hampshire, $6,150 The
tender of the Wa erous Co. has been
accepted.

THE ASBESTOS HOUSE OF COUNT
VON WALDERSEE.

Readers of the Engineering Re-
cord who have taken part in military
operations may be interested in the
asbestos bouse which has been ship-
ped to China as the field headquar-
ters of Count Von Wiildersee. It
was made hy the firm ol Altred Cal-
mon in Hamburg from the plans of
Mr. H. Hagn, a Germatn civil en-
gineer. When first assembled 8
hours were necessary to put the
house together, and 3 hours were
needed to take itdown. This time
was apparently considered a trifle
long for military operations, and the
designer was induced to prepare i
« carefully worked-out plan of set-
ting up,” which was followed when
the house was put on exhibition in
Bremerhaven, resulling in a inarked
reduction in the time required. The
beams, timbers and similar long
pieces of the structure can be made
up into bundles, and the asbestos
plates, doors, windows and the like
can be packed in 130 chests, each
provided with four handles *‘for
easy transportation.”

The houvse has a lenghth of 535 %4 ft.
a width of 37 feet, and a height to
the top of the walls of 11} feet and
1514 fteet to the ridge-pole. In-
ternally it i< divided into five rooms
of 195 to 450 square feet floor space
each, for the field marshal and his
adjutants, a bath-room, and a room
for two servants. The timber
framework is made of sclected fir
put together with screws and mor-
tises so as to be easily assembled
and taken apart. The floor girders,
which are lmid on the leveled sur-
face ot the ground, are three in
number and carry 16 crossbeams on
which the flooring is laid and to
which the timbers of the walls are
bolted. The framing is [further
strengthened by guys of wire rope.
The asbestos plates are very light,
water-tight and incombustbile. The
outer walls are double, with a }4-inch
air space between them, while the
partitions consist of but one thick-
ness of these plates, Each is held
by a light wood frame which fits in-
to the framing of the house. The
plates for the roof are held by clips.
Theplanksformirgthefloorhavebeen
given an asbestos protection on their
lower side in order to keep out the
cold, dampness and ** vapors from
the ground.” Mats of cocoa fiber
and carpets have also been provided.
The glazed windows are provided
with shutters and window screens to
keep out insects. Five German
stoves with stovepipes of plate iron
have been provided to heat the
rooms.




