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THRE CANADIAN FARMER.

HIS SOMBRE RIVALS.

1y ED\WARD F. ROK

AUTHOR OF * BARRIERS DURNED AWAY,'
‘OPENING A CHESINUT DURR,"

““WITHOUT A MOME,” EtC,

“ Now was 1ay chanes ; and I reachied
up and seized the hand of a tall, burly
Iriskzznm,

“CWhaet the divil du’ yo want? ho
criod, and in his mad oxcitemont was
aboub to thrust mo through for o Con.
federate,

“‘Ifaltl’ Y thundered. Thu familiar
word of comamand restrained him long
cnough for xao to gccurc his nttention.
¢ Would you kill & Union man 9*

“tTIs it Union yo aro? What yoz
doin' hero, thin, widout a uaiform 9*

“ I showed him my badgo of corres-
poudent, and oxplaiued brictly.

“ Strango asit may scem to you, ha
uttered a loud, jolly Jaugh, ¢ Faix, and
it's o writer yoaro. Yeo'll bo a‘)t to get
somo memmyrandums tho day that yeo'll
carxy about will yo till yo dio, nnd that
may bo in about o minnit X'l shtop
Jong enough to givo yez a lift, or yez
hoss, rather ;' and he scized poor May-
burn by the head. His oxcitement
scemed to givo him tho strength of a
giaud, for in amoment I was released
and stood crect.

¢ ¢ Givo mo & musket,’ I cried, *and
I'll stand by you.’

* ¢ Bedad, help yersel,” ho replied,
pushing forward. ¢ Thero's plenty o
fellers Iyin® aroun’ that has »no uso for
them ;' and ko +was lost in the confused
advence.

** ARl this took placo in loss time than
it takes to describo it, for events at that
juncture were almost as swift as bul.
lets, Lame as T was, I hobbled around
briskly, and soon sccurxed s good muskes
with a supply of cartridges. As with
the rest, my blood was up,~—don’t smile,
Hilland : Thad been pretty cool until
tho murdorous dischargo that killed my
hors>—and I was soon 1n the front lino,
firing with the rest.

“Iixcited as I was, I saw that our
Fosition was _desporato, for a heavy

orco of Confedeiates was swarming to-

ward us. I looked around and saw that
part of our men were trying to drag off
the guns. This scemed the most im-
vortant work; and diseretion also
whispered that with my Ureised foot I
should be captured in five minutes un-
less I was farther to the rear. So I
took a pull at & gun ; but wo had made
httle progress before there was anothor
great surging wave from tho other direc-
tion, and our forces were swept down
thoe hill again, I along with tho rest.
The confusion was fearful; tho regi-
ments with which I had been acting
went all to pieces, and had no 1moro or-
ganization than if they had been mixed
up by 2 whirlwind.

“1 was becoming too lame to walk,
aud found myself in a scrious dilemma.”

“Ha! hat!" laughed Hilland. «Xt
was just becoming sexious, ch 2

“Well, I didn't realizo mny Jameness
beforo; ard as xretreat was soon to bo
tho order of tho day, thera was little
prospect of my doing my share. As I
was trying to extricate myself from tho
shattered regiments, I saw a riderless
horso plunging toward me. Toscizo his
bridle and climb into the saddle way the
work of o moment ; and I felt that, w.
like McDowell, I was still master of the
situation.  Working my way out of the
press and to our right, Isaw that an-
other chargo for the guns by fresh troops
was in progress. It seemed successful
at tirst. 'The guos were xetaken, bub
soon the same story was repeated, and
a corresponding rush from the other
side swept our men back.

© \\'ou’ld vou bhelieve it, this capture
and recapinre occurred Several times,
A wingle regiment oven would dash for-

CWORg, anmd setualy dnve tho iopals

‘back, only to lose nt fow moments Inter
what thoy had gained.  Nover was thero
braver fighting, nover worso tactics.
The ropeated successes of small bodies
of troops Provcd that o compact battlo
lino could havo swept the ridgo, and not
only retaken thoe gune, but made then
cffectivo in tho contlict. As it was, tho
two sides worried and toro cach othor
like great dogs, governed moroly by the
impulso and instinet_of fight, Tho bat.
tories were tho bone butween them.

" This sensecicss, wasteful strugale
could not go on forover, That ib lasted
as long as it did spoaks volumes in favor
of tho materinl of which our future
soldiers aro to bo made. As I rode
slowly from tho lino and seeno of nctual
battle, of which I biad had enough, I
becamo disheartencd.  Wo had men in
plenty,—-thero wero thousands on cvery
side,~but in what condition! ‘There
was no appearance of fear among tho
men I saw at about four pam. (I can
only guess the time. for mny watch had
stopped), but abundan’ ovidenco of falso
confidence and stifl moro of the indif-
ferenco of men who focl they have done
all that should be required of them and
aro utterly fagged out.  Multitudes,
both oflicers and privates, wero lying
ad lounging aronnd waiting for ther
“amuraddes to tinish tho ball.

“ For iustaunce, I would ask a man to
what regiment ho belonged, and ho
would tell mo.

¢« Whero ig it 9

¢ *Unnged if Tknow., Saw a lot of
tho boys awhilo ago.'

“ Said an officer in answer to my in.
quiries, * No ; X don't lmow wheze tho
colonel is, and I don't care. After ono
of our charges wa all adjourned liko a
town meeting. I'm played out; havo
bge]nt on my fect since ono o’clozk last
night.

* These instances wero characteristio
of thostato of afiairs in cortain parts of
tho ficld that X visited. Plucky or con-
scientious fellows wonld join their com.
xades in the Hight withont caring whab
regiment they acted with;. but the
majority of the great, disorganized
mass did what thoy plaased, after tho
manner of ¢ country fair, crowding in all
instances around places whoro water
could be obtained. ~ Great numbers had
thrown away their canteens and provi-
gions, as too heavy to carry in the
heat, or as impediments in action. Offi
cers andl men weromixed up promiscu.
ously, hobnobbing and chafling in a
languid way, and tallking over their cx-
veriences, o if they wero neighbors ab
home. Themist wonderfal pax of it
all was that thoy had no senso of their
danger aud of tho destruction thay wero
inviting by their unsoldierly course.

“I tricd to impress theso dangers on
ono or two, bnt tho reply was, ¢ O, hang
it. The Rebs aro as adly used up a3
wo are. Don't you sco things axs grow.
ing moro quict? _Givo usarestl’

* By this time I had worked my way
well to my right, and was on a little
cminenco watchivg our line advance,
wondering at the spirit with which the
fight was still mamtained. Indeed, I
grew hopeful onco moro as I saw the
good work that thoregiments stillintact
wero doing. 'Chero was much truth in
tho remark that tho Rebels wero used
u]lzlalso, unless thoy had rescrves of
whicl wo Imew nothing. At that timo
wo had no idea that we had been fisht-
ing not only Beaurcgard, but also John.
son from the Shenandoah.

2y hope was exceedingly intensificd
by tho appearance of n long line of
troops emerging from the woods on our
flank and rear, for I never dreamed that
they could be other than ovr own ro-
inforcements.  Suddenly Xcaught sight
of o flag which I had lcamed to know
too well.  Tho line halted a moment,
muskets were levelled, and X found my-
self in & perfect storm of bullets, I as-
sure you I made a rapid change of baso,
for when ovr Jinoe turned X should bo
betwaen two fires.  As it was, I was
cub twice in this arm while galloping
away. Ina few moments a battery also
opened upon our flank ; andit becameas
certain as day that a larze Confederato

forco from some quarter hiad been hurled

upon the Ponk 7ol rorr o ourexitisted
farcess Tho belief that Johu-on's army
had arrived spread like wild-five.  How
abaurd and erude 1t all soems now f Wo
had been fighting Johnson's aray from
tho first.

* All aggressive nction on our ) art
uow ceasndy and a4t governed by onp
common impulse, the avmy began ity
rctreat,

“'Ery to realize it.  Our relircment
wag ot orderol,. There were thousandy
to whoin ne arder conld be given unless
with & vaico liho athander peal. Tudeed,

ano may say the arder was given by |

tho thunder of that battery on our
flank. It was heard throushout the
fichl; and tho anny, acting as jndi-
vidualy or in detateliments, decided to
leave. Yo show how uvtterly bereft of
guidinee, control and  judwment swero
our forces, I have morcl{ to =y that
cach man started back by

samo routo as lo came, just o3 o horse
would do, whilo right before thein was
tho Warrenton Pike, & good, straipht
road direct to Centreville, which was
distaut but littlo over four miles,

¢ This disorganized, exhausted mob
wag as bruly in just the fatal condition
for tha awful vontagion we call *panic*
ug it would have been fromi improper
food and other causes forsomocpideic,
The Greeks, who always had & reason
for overything, ageribed the namcless
dread, thoe sudden and unacconntablo
fear, which Lerefts men of manhood and
reayon, 1o tho presence of a wed. It s
simply a latent human weakuess, which
certain conditions rarcly fuil to develop.
Thoy wero all present at tho closo of
that fatal day. I tell you fraukly that L
folt something of it mysclf, and at o
time, too, when I know I was not in the
least immedinte danger. ‘To counter-
actit Iturned and rode deliberately
towards the cnony, and the cnotion

assed. 1 half bolieve, however, that if
f had yickled, it would have carried mo
away liko an attack of the plague. The
moral of it allis, that Lo conditions of
tho discase should be guarded against.

“ When it becamo ovident that the
army was uncontrollablo and was leav-
ing tho ficld, T pressed my way to the
vicinity of McDowell to sco what ho
wounld do. What could hodo? I never
saw o man 50 overwhchned with
astonishment and anger.  Almost to the
last I believe ho_expegted to win the
day. Heand his officers conuuanded,
stormed, entreated. LMo might as well
have tried to stop Ningara above tho
falls as that wuman tide. 1lo sent
orders in all directions for o general
concentration at Centreville, and then
with cortain of bis staff galloped away.
T tried
tho interposing crowd.

“# I then joined o detabtchment of
regulars and marines, who marched
quictly in prompt obedicnce to orderss
and wo mado our way through the dis-
order like . steamer through the surging
waves. All the treatises on discipline
that were over written wonld not have
been so convineing as that little oasis of
organization. Theymarched very slowly,
aud often halted to cover the retreat.

I had now scen enough on the farther
banlk _of Bull Run, and resolved to push
ahcad as fast as my horse would walle
to the castern side. Morcover, my leg
and wounds wero becoming painful, an
I was exceedingly weary. ~ I naturally
followed tho route taken by Tyler and
bis command in coming upon and rc-
turning from the ficld, and crossed Bull
Run somo_ distance above the Stoua
Bridge. Tho way was so impeded by
fugiuivos ¢ at my progvess was slow,
but when X at last rcached the Warren.
ton Turnpiko and proceeded toward a
wretehed Tittle stream called Cub Run,X

witnersed @ vecne that defios deseriptic n
Throughout the cutire day, aud cs.
pecially in tho afternoon, vehieles of
vvery deseription—supply waggons, am.
bulauces, and the emriages of civilians
—had been congrcgating in the Piko in
tho vicinity of Steno Brides, When the
nows of the doefeat reactied thiy point,
and the roar of cenrea and 2ausketry
began to approach in-icad of roeode, 8
ganoml movement {(award  Centeevillo

cgau.  This soon degencrated into tho

osactly tho .

follow, but was prevented by ¢

wildust panie, and tho voad wag speadily
chohed by stortuing, curving, terror.
strichen men, who, i their futioug
heste, de "wated their awn clforts to cs.
cape. It was pitiful, it wos shameful,
to seo ampulances full of the wounded
thoved to ono sido aud Ieft by tho
covvardly thioves who had galloped
neay on the horses. It was ono long
scene of wreek and roin, throngh which
pressed o strogeling, sweating, cursing
throng. Vorses with their traces out,
and carrying two _and even three mcen,
were nrged on and over overybody that
could not get out of the wuy. FEvery.
thing was nbandoued that would impcde
rro"rcsu. and arms and property of all
iinds wero loft a8 a rich harvest for tho
wursuing Confederates,  'Pheie envalry
wovering near, like hawks enger for vho
prey, mado dushes hero and there, as
op})ortunity offered,

* 1 picked my way through tho woods
rather thau take myechances in tho
road, und &o mny proyreés was slow, 10
make matters tonfold worse, I found
- when Treached the voad leading to tho

north through tho * Biy Woods,* that the
head of the colwnn that had come all
tho way around by Sudley's lord, the
route of the morning's march, was
mingling  with the nasscs already
thronging tho Pike. The confusion, tho
scllish, remorscless scrawblo to get
. ahicad, secemed as horrible as it could
bo; but imagino tho coudition of affairs
when, on reaching tho vicinity of Covb
Run, wo found that a Rebel batteey had
opened upon tho bridgoe, our ouly visible
mcans of crossing. A few moments later,
from n little eminence, I saw a shot tako
cefiect on a team of horses; and a heavy
caisson was overturned dircetly in the
centre of the bridge, barring all ndvance,
while the mass of soldicrs, civilians, an
nondescript army  followers, thus de.
tained under fire, beeamo perfectly wild
with terror.  Tho caisson was soon re-
moved, and the throng rushed on.

I had become so heart.sick, disgust.
cd, and weary of tho whole thing, that
my one impulso was to reach Centre-
ville, wheve I supposed we should make
a stand. AsIwason the north side of
tho Pike, I skirted up the stream with
a number of others until wo founml a
Jlaco where wo could scramble across,
and soon after wo passed within & hri-
gade of our troops that were thrown
ucross tho road to check tho probable
pursuit of tho encmy.

* On reaching Centreville, wo found
overything in~ the dicest confusion.
Colon~l Miles, who commanded tho re-
serves at that point, was unfit for tha
position, and had given orders that had
tmperilled the entire army. It was said
that the troops which had come arouud
by Sucley’s Ford had lost all their guns
at Cub Run; cud tho fugitives arriving
were demoralized to the last dearce.
Indeed. a large park of the army, with-
| out waiting for orders or paying heed Lo
! any one, continned their flight toward
{ Washington. Hol&ing c¢hie bridle of my
horse, X Iay down ncar headquarters to
reet and to learn what would be done,
A council of war was held, and as the
result wo were soon on the retreat again,
Tho retreat, or panic-stricken flight
rather, had, in fact, never ceased on the
part of most of those who had been in
tho main battle. ‘That thoy could keep
up this desperato tramp was a remark.
able example of human enduranco when
susfained by cxcitement. fear, or any
strong emotion. ‘I'he men who marched
or fled orn Sunday night had already
been on their feet twenty-four hours,
and the greater part of them had ex-
pericaced the terrific strain of actual
battle.
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