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BY REV, K, R, STIMSON, 2. A
¢ Ag tho double-stars, though sundored tar,
Soetn to the naked o50 & sloglo star,
S0 facts of history, at a distanco seen,
1nto 0ne common point of light convene.”

Upon our arrival at Alexandria in March,
tho wintor of that country bad noarly left
and warm weathor was fast approaching.
Noither snow nor rain distinguish tho seae
sons from each other, for of theso clements
none ever falls,—at least, nono to spoak of.
Once in two or three yoars, pechapy, it may
sprinkle a little,

Theo story is told of a foreigner arriving
there, and as night approached he antidl-
pated obtaining credit for prophioy by pre-
dicting a coplous shower that night. * Why
do you say so?” asked his friend.

+ Don’t you icel the humidity in the at-
mosphere, and are thore not clouds?’ was
the reply.

¢ Travelor, recollect it has not rained
hero for tho last two thousand years,” was
ejaculated, ‘‘and it is scarcely probable a
change to-day will occur in accommodation to
your prophecy.”

The travelor was not much wrong, for
strangers frequently look for rain and find
disappcintment.

This condition of climate obviates tho con-
struction of barus and sheds for the recep-
tion of grain at the markets of the city or
on the farms of the fcllah, The ground is
made smooth and hard; mud walls are
thrown up, sgainst which grain is stored.

To say nothing more just now in relation
to temperature, we continuo by noticing
that tho steamship Saturn, which bronght us
from Triesto to this port, castanchor only &
little farther downnearer the oity after pass-
ing ovor the water where were stationed the
jnside squadron, Monarch, Iavincible, and
Penclope at tho time they bombarded Fort
Meks—tho principal one of tho three taken
by Admiral Seymour,

The usual shouts of wherry-men were ca-
countered. We drew up at the Customs
Dopartment—passed its official eyes only to
meet with the turbulence of donkey boys
and men and commissionarics. Besidestheso
you find & mixed population of Turks and
Arabs, Americaus, Groeks, Syriaos, Maltcas,
Jows, and Furopesns of almost cvery na-
tion.

Through this Salamagundy of people, as
Washington Irving would term it, we made
our way to the ** Hotel Abbat,” now, sinco
the destruction of a larger ono by the mob
at the time of the massacre, the moat no-
tablo of tho city.

Over 300,000 is the estimated population
of Aloxandria ; and a period of two thou
sand two hundred and twenty years having
clapsed ainco Alexandria was founded wo
may well imagine that sufficient time has
boon allottod for the construction of large
and important palaces, and for tho growth
of gardens and aromatic folisge. But the
infariated rabble without discrimination de-
stroyed the valoablo and beantifnl along

with less protontious buildings and less at-
tractive objecta of intereast, Aund thore, like
killz peering down from the sky, lo the rc-
mains of what was the ornament, and in
mauy particolars tho medium of suppers,
for many hundreds of nomadic people,

To tho right as you pazs on to Pompey's
Pillar, stood tho crossbeams upon which
somo of tho loaders of tho massacro paid tho
penaity of death by hanging; and savo the
mounds of the debris of houses in the heart
of tho city, nothing, ~*riking presented itsolf
to remind a strangor of the troacherous
sconcs 80 recently enacted.

The ovening approached with quictude ;
and the peoplo walked about as at othor
times, A breezo soft and yet rofreshing
camo from off the Mediterranean, and an
amphitheatre, under the direction of a Ger.
mau with fifty tnusicians, half,of whom were
ladios, playing upon the violin and fiute, re-
ceived visitors and entortained them in ac-
cord with their experience and educatior.
Austrian, Italiar, other merchants and deal-
ors in fabrics in general had arrived; for a
court of indemnity was sbout to ait, and
claims fo losses wero about to be presented
for adjustment.

Young men from Vienna and the South-
ern part of the continent were ¢n route for
Oricntal atations in search of mercantile
employment which might yield large re-
turns, and travelers, with no other object in
view than to acquire knowledge, were all in
this public rendezvous, eager in consultation,
curious to see and be stem, their vision
gharpencd by innocence and beauty, their
appotites satisfied, their thirst abated, and
their senses oooled by zephyrs, as they float-
ed {u from tho setting car of light, which
haviog bid adien by some hours to the light
of day, woro attuned to the barp, the viol,
and the lute.

It was our duty and privilege the noxt
morning to pay our respects to the United
States consul, Baron B. L. de Menassec.
Baron Eli L. do Menaasseo, jr., and son of
the former, is acting consul,

Mr, Alex. Dello Strologo is sccretary.
The first is 3 man of mediam size, dresses
in @ black cloth suit and silk hat. Holis
quiet in hisannersand auxious to acoo: \mo
date all who may call upon him with what-
ever information or tangible articles of busi.
ness they may desire to possess. Thesocond
pariicipates of tho character of the father,
only that perhaps he poseascs a little more
of what the Americans significantly term
¢4 gnap,” while Mr. Strologo is a young man
of Greek antecedents, quick in answer to
demands upon his time, most obliging in his
ways and ready at any thne to serve a
visitor, Ho is a fino looking young man
with a pleassnt address. With his com-
panionship wo obtained much information
in pursuance of the object of our misasion to
this memorable but non-progressive part of
the Eaatern planet.

The commercial people of the city unex-
coptionably expressed themselves as inter-
ested in the interchange of policies and pro-
ducts with the Weatern hemisphers; and as
they could only representa sectional circle
of theis country, a recommerdaiion was
formulated, under which the Govornment at
Cairo might accept of my duties as a Com.
missioner. Personal amenities were gener-
ously extended to the writer which pleas-
antly contributed to auccess in finding all
that which Cisplays to another quarter of
the globe thenkill, industry, and indigenous
products of the Iatitudes aad longitudes of
the whole of the laud of the Pharaohs,

We apeak of tho result yust now en gross.
The particalars may come in by and by, as
definito colors in a picture blend and conati-
tute a whole, But by no means did Alex.
andria remain unrepreseatod, Tho war
just emerged from acemed to agitato the
wholo of Europo and to exvite the political
intercst of Amorica. And it was natural
that incidents and substantial trophics from
the soenes of hostilitios would enlist the

curiosity of dwellors In foreign parts, With
such an idea in viow Mr. Strologo's com-
panionship was solicited in making a pro-
spective journoy to Fort Mekes. En roule,
Pompey's Pillar and the outer gato of the
oity wero passed, Then came large planta

tions of vegotables well irrigated and bear-
fpg as many as three crops per annum.
After this came a desort with pits maoy
feot squaro aud deep, from which a soft
Luilding stone had been quarried ; tho pits
themselves being suggestive of such as wore
fo tho country when Josoph's brethren of
Scripture narrative cast him in and left him
theroto porish, To the left, on tie shore of
Lako Marcotis, wero tho carthworks thrown
up hy Arabi Pasha. Behind theso his
forcee retreated upon their expulsion from
Fort Meks, But their presence wans of
short duration, although distant five miles
from the man of-war ship'Invincible, With
a loud, sharp, wh’stling rush shells weigh-
ing seven, thrce and two hundred pounds
wero projected from the ship over the fort
with the precision of a rifle bullet to aston-
1sh these Arab soldiers into a rapid flight.

Tho ground being aoft, sufficlent impact was
not obtained to explodethe projectiles. They
sankdeepdown in the yielding sand and mud,
whils the alarm they gave from rank to file
completed the crrand upon which they were
despatched., There were Arab children
from eight to twelve years of age in the
neighborhood who saw these enormous mes-
sengers of death as they mado their instant
journey through the air and the spot where
they struck. With those children Mr.
Strologo conversed ; backsheesh obtained
their assistance, and by the romoval of
earth the shells were discovered. They
were not yet in possesaion ; for the obtain

ing of them and their safe removal to a placo
of cxportation in town much labor and
finesse were necessary, ‘The nextday two
trollies and thirtecn Arabs, with & Commis-
sionaire, came into reyaisition, The latter
employes assumed to be a man of honesty
and importance, but his conduct proved him
to be a awindler of no cummon order. Tho
Arabs wore indolent; and to cxpress a dis-
relish at lifting the weights before them a
fear of explosion was expressed. The fear
was less urgent than a hope to gain back-
ghecsh,strongly encouraged by my dishonest
Commiesionaire. Partly by yielding to
their cupidity, and partly by threats to re-
port their bebaviour to the Government,
four shells of seven hundred pounds cach
and four of thrce hundred pounds were at
at last rolled upon the trollics. The sun
during the aiternoon was burning hot, and
loft with me as a memento of thoevent a
touch of aun-atroke, the efccts of which are
yot occmionally perceptible.

Difficulty had yet to be caconnterew upon
our arrival atgrey of evening in Alexandria.
It was known that the shells held their
charges, which, upon exploaion, might de-
stroy property aud lives. Some ot the peo-
ple fled for safety—others forbade a further
bandling of the articles. Here again per-
sussion and backsheesh had thelr work to
do—the latter proving to be ths most po-
tential in tho argument for a reception of
the articles until akilled guaners from Fort
Raa-ol-tin employed their art in the remov-
al of tho charges. At last, here we havo
theso trophies of the bombardment—~the
only oncs of the kind to be obtained in the
world. Ome of a aimilar character was got
and sent to the Princs of Wales, who, upon
its arrival in Epgland gave instructions for
the withdrawal of the charge. The poor
gunner, by & alip of his hammer, causcd its
ignition, and ho was instantly blown to
atoms,  So the writer is tho solo possessor
10F tolo missives 39 bo for evor had snd to be

for evor held romarkable on account of their
historical connection with the bombardmoent
of Alexandrla,

Horeupon weo may drop s word as to the
value of such pleces of proporty. Negative
1y, they are lumps of iron, conical in shapo,
and without artistio beauty,—fit only in the
estimetion of a dealer in crude metal fora
junk shop. In the estimation of an obsorver
of passing ovents and a caloulet’on ot futuroe
ones, the intrinuo value remains tho samo;
but the valuo of associstion and sontiment
miogling with history, in part at least, by
projectiles of euch maguitude, constitute a
value to be decided upon according to the
int naity of fesling involved and tho leogtd
of the purse of a purchuser. Throvghout
the whole of the community of the Dom'n-
fon, so far aa it has become kaown, no one
has presented himself extrancous to the clr-
clo of practical dealers,whowishes to pcssees

thezo articles for historical purposes,—a clr-
suwmnstance easily reconciled with the remem-
brance that wo are citizens of an inland
country, far removed from Egypt, and more
engaged oves anindustrial pursuit of wea ¢
then were artists of Italy duriog the rena s
soner period over the objeots of art whith
uow distinguishes their names and their era
far in advauce of the ozrdinary artizau or tte
common scholar.

In the little office at Fort Ada, oc upied
by Arabi Pasha, wo found the lamp ‘e bad
becn accustomed to use, It isnow in our
posseasion, together with much Arabio cor-
respondence which took place prior and
during the war.

This is of value as showing tho opinions
prevnlent among the natives who pliced
thoaselv.s at Arabi's disporal.

{To DE CONTINUED,)

OANADA OF TO-DAY.

M. Victor Du Bled, a French literateur,
has writter an interesting articlo for Paris
Revue dee deux Mondes in regard to the pro-
gress and condition of Canada., Of courso
it is written from a French stand point, but
the article {s well worth reading

Tror" is indebted to the Chautauquan,
an excellent American monthly, for the trans.
lation :—

Canads, for o long a time apparently for-
gotten by her mother country, camo out
from her isolation and again called back to
hersclf the attention of France by scading to
the E.position of 1855 specimens of her pre-
dacts. In 1856 M. de Belvezo, commander
of the Fronch frigate “Capiicieuse,” was
sent into Canadian waters, His mission rc-
sulted in the establishment of a French con-
sulate, and the reduction of the tariff waich
permitted the two countries to eater upon
commercial relations,

From 1854 to 1562 material and intellcctual
progress here marched by the side of great
political progress. Public works, canals,
aud interior colonization, all, duriog this
time recoived a vigorous impulse,

There is no auch thing as spontancous
generation in pulitics any more than in nat.
ural history, Queations give 1ise to other
queations, and the philosophy of history
shows them springing up, one after another,
from some mysterious source, obeying a sort
of atavism, and producing often a most un-
expected reanlt, Excitement over represen-

tation, fixed according to the population of
the country, gave birth to the confederacy.
On October 1, 1564, & oonfcrence assembled
at Quebec, composed of delegates from the
maritime provinces, and from the Canadian
government. After along and stormy ses,
sion, during which threats of resorting to
arms were now and then heard, the causo of
the confederation triumphed by a largo ma.
jority, A basisof federal union was aub.
mitted to the several legislatures for ratifi-
cation, and >n July 1, 1867, tho confederacy
was eatablixhed in the midst of public re.

Voings, They gave > theunited provinceg




