
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Like the Sybil vith lier precious scrolls, Hygeia cornes to
Demos, and Demos will not buy.

And the yearly tale of death and disease preventable by sani-
tary measures, increases, and perhaps the oinly effectual clarion to
rouse the indifferent will be-as it bas been before in the world's
history-a pestilence.

Possibly. if the publie could sec the mere financial loss in-
curred by preventable disease, the loss of time, the inefficiency of
workers, the increased rates to maintain the families who have
lost the bread-winner, they would be willing to give more to the
Health Department.

There is a feature of our public life which I think nay fairly
be deséribed as a national characteristic, and that is our tolerance
if not encouragement of quackery. I mention it bere because I
wish to point ont the great injustice of tbis to our profession.

The youth who aspires to the practice of medicine is required
by the laws of his country to undergo a certain course of study,
tedious and expensive. He has to pass certain exaninations and
give pruof of familiarity with the requirements of bis profession.
He bas to âatisfy the authorities as to the integrity of his moral
character before he is allowed to begin practice. And now sec
him, embarkifig on the practice of his profession. Froni his
vindow lie sees the apothecary's shop, and knows that for one

patient who bas gone there to have a prescription filled, a dozen
go to buy some proprietary medicine. He buys the morning
paper and finds one-tenth to one-fiftli of the space for which lie
pays taken up -with advertisements of nostrums, often with testi-
monials signed by otherwise intelligent and moral people. He
dines at bis club and he hears nothing but the vonderful cures
wrought by some itinerant quack who lias never fulfilled one
requirement of the Medical Act. Truly Demos loves the quack
and seems to have a special spite at him who would practise his
profession scientifically in accordance with the noble spirit of the
Hippocratie oath.

There are, indeed, nmany ways in which the traits of national
character nmay influence the health· of the people.

In the Report of the Royal Commission on Physical Deteriora-
tion, no evidence seems to me more interesting than that of Mrs.
Close. This lady, who lias given ber life to the study of the
domiestie conditions among the laboring classes of almost every
country in Europe, has no doubt of a deterioration in the
physique of the laboring classes in England. And the
explanation of this she flnds in a diminished sense of duty,
a debased ideal of the duties of wife and mother. love of
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