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Diagnosis and Treatnent of Chronic
Suppuration of the Antrum.*

BY PRICE BROWN, MD., EORONTO.

T HE diagnosis of antral disease iS frequently somewhat obscure,
consequently a positive conclusion can rarely be arrived at upon the
first examination. The presence in one nasal cavity of pus of a creamy
color and possessing an unpleasant aromatic odor, while the other
nasal cavity is free, is always sufficient to induce the impression that
suppurative disease exists in one or other of the accessory sinuses.

The question is whether the disease is frontal, ethmoidal, antral or
sphenoidal, and we nust not forget that the muco-purulent discharge
produced by the presence of polypi, associated with atrophic disease,
sometimes simulates the pus of antral suppuration. Foreign bodies
and rhinoliths may also give rise to a similar character of discharge.

Cleansing the nostril by mild sprays, and following this by the
application of cocaine to the mucous membrane, will materially aid ;11
diagnosis. Its astringent action on the blood-vessels will make the
presence or absence of deep polypi certain ; and the same truth will

*Read before the Toronto Medical Society, DecembeF 19th. 1895.


