
OR2GEN'AL COMEU!fATIiUn. .

a few years ago, was wonderfully emaciated. He weighed but 58 lbs.
A Frenchman named Seurat is said to have been comiderably lighter
than aven thid. He waa labited at one time under the attractive oe-
briquet of the living skeleton. I have not succeaded in ascertaining his
actual weight, but he is said to be as extrema an illistration of leanneus
as can be imagined. He lived upon ý iij. of nourisbment daily, com-
prising a little meat and bread. Neither the American nor Frenchman
had any disease. The Frenchman was 30 years old, and had wated
from infancy. The American was 40 years of age, and had been getting
sparse for 16 years.

Fat is deposited in sorne organs in preference to other, especially the
liver; a circumstance that bas led te the enunciation of a theory that
the langs and liver were compensatory organs, so that when one was
incompetent to act, the other discharged ite functions; or, when an extra
amount of work ws imposed on one organ, it devolved upon the other.
When, therefore, more adipose food i taken (according to the disciples of
Liebig) than can be burned by the lungsthe superfinous quantity in received
by the liver and becomes incorporated with its substance. This is weU
illustrated in tle formation of the.patés de foies grase, which are so high-
ly esteemed by gourmands. Geese are confined in coop', just large
enough to hold them, in a room whieb is always kept at a high tempera-
ture, wLile the anfûrtuua.te bird is kept close to a fire, and constantly
crammed with food. In a short time the required change ensues, and
the liver is found enormously surcharged with oil. in parts of France
and Germany this is a very comnimon practice. In Italy it is the cutom
ta treat a peculiar swallow-called, I believe, the Orlin-in the ane
way. After a short, but steady praistence, in a similar mode of treat-
ment, they become actually little balls of fat, and are then judged ready
for killing. The cook prepares them into a dsh, which in esteemed
among the raciest morsels by epicureans. This fatty condition of the
liver in often seen as a result of disease; indeed it is a common occur-
rence in Phthisis, in which affection it also proceeds occasionallyto a great
extremity. In one instance. alluded to by au eminent pathologist, it ex-
tended below the crista iiii, and almost filled the entire abdomen ; so
that, to ascertain ita measurement the yard-stick would have been re-
quired instead of the inch rule. Applying the saine explanation to this
diseased condition as the artificial one, the lesion would be accounted
for by the damaged and ulcerated state of the lungs, being unable to
excrete or consunie the fat or carbonaceous mattens supplied to them.
The quantity supplied them might be normal, but their working surface
being lessened. and being incapable of over-action, the liver is obliged
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