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Forty Cases of Fever in the Puerperium.

Wirtians, Warrrinar J. “ Forty cases of fever in the puerperium,-
with bacteriological examinution of the uterine contents.”—Am.
Jowr. of Obslel. bcpb 1898.

Dr. Williuns has adopted the rule of makmg a bacteriological
examinnbion of the uterine contents in every case where the tempera-
bure renches 101° I, in hospital cases, and 102° F., in out-patient
practice.  After thoronghly cleansing the external genitals with soap
and water, and o 1-1000 hichloride solution, the patient is placed in
the Sims’ position, and a Sims speculum inserted, the anterior lip of
the corvix is seized with a Lullet foreeps, drawn down as far as
pussible and then the exterior of the cervix is wiped off with sterilc:
cotton, A sterile glss tube 25 can. long and § millimeters in diame-
ter with one end eurved like a uterine sound, is then ‘inserted and’
passed up bo the fundns. A large syringe is attached to the free end
of the tnbe and by suction a quantity of the lochia thus' drawn up
with it.  Both ends of the tube are sealed atter its withdrawal. Both
vover gliss and cultures are then made from the contents of the tube.

The cases veported were from the following sources: 22 from the
obstetrien] wands of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, eight from the out-
paticnt department of the same hospital and 10 cases from consulta-
tion practice,

Streptocoeet were found in eight eases : .\Edph\']OCOCCI in three cases ;
colon bactlli in six cases; gonogoeel in fwo cases; anasrobic bacteria
in four eases ; unidentified adrobie bacteria in three cases; bacteria in
cover glass, bub cultures stevile-in four cases ; diphtheria bacilli in one
case 3 typhoid baeilli in one ease : gas hacilli (bacillus asrogenes cap-
stlatus) in one ease ;s cover glass cultures, but blood sterile in 11 cases:
cover wlass and vultures sterile, but with malkarial plasmodia in blood,
i one ease, Total of 4 eases,

The apparent diserepaney is due o mived infection in several of
the cases, .

Iu the eight cases where streptocovel were found. they were demon-
strated in pure culture in six, while tn two there was a mixed infee-
tion. Noune of these cases terminated fatally,  Staphyloeosel were
found, onee alone and twice asseeiated with other organisms.

Colon baciilus present in six sases, were found in pure culture in
four and mixed two, Two of these cases were subjects of ecismpsis,
in which the bawels were aefed epan By exoton @il so the source of
infovtion was uog far (o seek.

The practionl vatue of tueterfologios examinstion wus specisiiv



