
OBISTETitJCS AND DISEASES OF INFANTS.

Forty Cases of Fever in the Puerperium.

Wrr.I~.'in, W~iuIna .1. " Forty cases of fever in the puerperium,-
witI baleriolgical examination of the uterine contents."-Am.

Jm.of Obhute/., Sept. 189b.

Dr. Williuîis ias adopted the rile of making a bacteriological
xaminaL,ionî of the uterine contents in every case where the tempera-
uîre rechîs 101° ., in Iospital cases, and 1020 F., in out-patient
rt.ice. A fer LIoroughiily cleansing the external gen itals with soap

mi<l VaIteur, aind a 1.-1000 hiclloride solution, the patient is placed in'
1t. Sims' pot)sitiont, and a Sims speculum inserted, the anterior lip'of
Mit cervx is seizedl witi a bullet forceps, drawn down as far as
possilte .ind .beui tie exterior of the cervix is wiped off with sterile-,
cOttmn. A st.orile glass tuibe 25 c.m. long and ¾! millimeters.in diame-

wil wvith : ne et 1 curve like a uterlne souncd, is then inserted and'
passedl up o the ifuins. A large syringe is attached to the free end
tf Mhi tube anî<i by suctiui at quantity of the lochia thus- drawn up
wit.l il. I l entis f thie tube are sealed afterits withdraw al. Both
ever glass nti cultures are then inade fromn the contents of the. tube.

Tlie cases reported were from -the following sources: 22 froni the
b~stet.rica 0 w 1rds of the Joihns -lopkins H[ospital, eight from the out-

pat int. depart.ment. of the 'sane hospital and 10 cases from consulta-
(.î 'n pract.ice.

St rept.ocicci were found in eiglIt cases staphylococci in three cases
'clon hacilli in si1 cases; ,onocoeci in two cases; anaérobic bacteria
in four euses ;unidenltitied aërobic bacteria in three cases ; bacteria in
cover Ilss. but cultures sterlie in four cases diphtheria bacilli in one
case : typlhitld haeilli in one ease : gas hacilli (bacillus aiërogenes cap-
sulat tus) in one case ;cover glass eultures, but blood sterile in 11 cases:
cover glass and cultures sterile. but. with maliriail plasmodia in blood.
in one casel, Totil of 44 eases.

The a diserpaey is due to ixed infection in several of

lu ite ight cases where streptocoei were fiud. they were demion-
nrated in prv culture liu six. w-hile in two there was a mixed infec-

t ion. N eue of thewse eases terminated fnaa.y Staphykxeet were
fennd. once alone ani twee associated with other oranisms

COlon bar.ilius preseut. mi .r ases, w'ere fund in pure culture in
fou r ald mi.dt\l ini two, 'wo of t.hse' cases Weresui ee ci a. psia..
in which the bowels were' acted croi by . tou oil so the sourcef

infet. tn was not. far to seek.


