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the Act to intdkçtt. cl; al> that the then existing
Council waS tu cunplete its term under tIe old
lan , othern ise, an clection nould hIa e ieen ordered
for î893. And we were assured b) uur frieiids in
the Legislature that suth was the intention. To
nake the miatter muore cert.îdn, honeLer, 1 sub
mnitted the question to our solicitor, and, as y ou
are aware, his opinion agîeed w iti ours.

lIut during the suinmer of 189.3 there was coun-
siderable discussion in the. nitn 4papers and nmedical
joarnal, ; and tihe opinion was adanced b> some
uf our friends that, witatexer tiht: literal reading of
the Act iiight be, the intentiioi of the Legislature

uas tu terminate the old Council with its session of
Iast year ; and that we should nut take adxanîit.e
of ainy legal tLehiicLality tu prolong our existence.
Under these circumstccs, it seened to me
adxirable tu seure an opiniun which couid uc
atupted as deeisis e, and for that reason I submitted
the mîatter tu th(; head of ithe Gox ernment, w ho
nas alsu the ehairmani of the Committee of the
Lgislat1ure hax ing thie medic.d bill in charge. In
domng so, I assured hin that " the Council has no
dt.sire tu do an> thing but carry out the wishes and
intentions of the I.egislIature . and thiough a literal
reading of th. Act night authurize unr holding a
o \sion Cext ycar before the election, I do nîot think

a smngle mtember could be lound willing tu take
adantage of it if ie thuu¿ht it was in cunfliet w ith
tht. spirit and intent of the iaw.» The answer I
received was tu the effect tiat tht Premier "I had no
r uollection whateei e of any intention being ex.-
p.rt.ssed that the old Council should not hold its
usuai sp.ing session in 180094, before the election.

And,- ie added, if such intention lad been
cx)ressed, and I su understuod, i shuuld certainly
ha-,e put words in the bill to carry it nut."

The assertion in the la) urgan of our uppunents
that we a.kedprliission of it Premier tu iold the
session iii S9 4 is untrue and equall untrue is
the assertion that perission was onil granted

pruxided it cunfined ils legislatiui tu essential
tatters with regardto n hiiLh the ne.t Cuuncil would

proba:ly be at one with it."
In iiew of the emitplatic statenent of the Pre-

nier, it is quite e ident. tlat the Council cuuld du
io uther thian it has done. While t. niembers
iniglt bc unaninutis in t.esiring a generail election
atz tilt ahest possible moment, the law gihes tiis
body no power of voluntary dissolutilin. It cannot
go out of existence weiteiver it dtlesires. It nust
run the fuil period prescribed by the Medical Act,
anîd uni> terminate ils e.xistence in due course of
law.

Ih ýnil bu y ur dut) at this session u niake plo-
lision for an electoîn wib shalh return a nen and
enlarged Condci . and whlih, it is tu bu hoped,
will set at rest the perturbed spinits of soe ment-
bers of our profession. Duriitg the last thrce y ears

this bud has been rnade the object of assault by a
nuitîber of geitlenten whuse indignation appears to
haxe sltumbered lorg. and on that account, pro-
bably, wa-, the more virulent wlhen it awoke. For
years past, according tu these gentlemen, the
Met.ica Counm il ias ib.een pursuing an obnoxious
course, trampling on the rigits of intdividuals,
squandering their moite>, andt betraying the trusts
reused mt it. Yet aill this tine no voice was raised
in tundemnatlion. Sever.d tlections occurred, but
'lu champion tuuk ti field against the iniquitous
Council. If it were guilty of ail that ias been
charged againîst it, these latter-day critics winked
at exery fully, and cunduined exery offence. But

lien the Council secured legislation tu enforce
lte pa> itcnt b> delinquent iienbers of the College
of thteir just ducs to the goerning Io'dy of the
professioit, then suddenl) the e> es of these crities
wcre upened tu uur cunduct, and they contmenced
ain agitatlion whiclh has been characteried by more
N ituperationt and iiisrepresentation than any, politi-
cal campaign w ithin the mîîemory of the present
generalion.

The Cut.nLil has enidea% ured tu meet this assatilt
by gixing the fullest e.xplanation of its course, and
b> suppl>ying ail the information it its disposal-
includinb detailed stautents of its transactions
for the past twent ft e y cars. It has been asserted
-and ite assertion ias been repeated up to the
present tiie-that the Couicil has been unable
or unillintg tiiake an rceply tu the charges
brouglht aga.im:t it, and that it has alluwed its case
to gu b% default. You know% that this assertion is
incorreet , anîd su du the men who niake it. elie
addresses of Iresident Williams and others, the
detailed financial statenitt, the letters and articles
in the ONT.\Rbo MLLe.\I. JOURNAL, the steto-
graphi repurts of unr discussions printed in

ithe Cullegt .înnouncemenît, iave ail been sent
to tvery practitioner in the Province. It is
trute, ne ha c not utilized lte general newspapers.
That has bcn the preferred mîedium of our oppon-
unts. Our responlse has been tu the profession,
and through professional channels.

Fartier, the Council in its desire for harmoiy,
in its willingness tu meet ail reasonable objections,
and in its cunfideit belief thaIt it had the support
of the profession, sunseted tu leave the penîalty
for nion ja> itent of assessmts in abcy ance until
after the ne.\t election, and agreed to certain
ihaIges i lte composition of the budy in tIe

direction indicated by its critics.
But this wunld not sere. Our antagonists

seeimîed afraid to await the verdict of the profes-
sion , the> preferred tu get legislation first, and go
tu th rtfession afternards. The3 tuk the
position that as a class physicians wtre incapable
of self gouerîîntent . diat we could not sett our
owi affairs by our uwn repesentaties, but that Iai
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