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As to taking action, that i> an open question; I do
not know whether it would be a wise thing.

Dr. Brirton—Unless we get a full and ample
apology.

Dr. Toorpurs—-Tt 1s a question whether it
would be worth our winle to fight 1 court, stirring
up mud and dirt.

Dr. Moore—There 15 none to stir up.

Di. Bravy—We may stit up somye, but it won't
stick to us.

Dr. Day—You are not su sure of that, it sticks
suimctimes whee it should not.

Di. TrokpourN —That is an vpen question. 1
can only characterize the statement as utterly un-
true.

Dr. Rouera -Mr. President, in nising to spuak
to this> motion, T confess, at the vutse, it meets
with my hearty approval. I was a member of the
Legislative Commitwee for 18y1, and w th others
1 came to Torunto to cudeavour to get the Medical
Act amended 1 the way which we considered was
in the mterests of the whole profession of medicine.
In gatting legislation of any kind surcly any persun
with cotnmon sehse can see that it costs sume little
money , 1f, for instance, the municpality of London,
Ontario, wished any part of their Act amended it
would be necessary for that body to send a depu-
tation
sisting of the mayur and two or three aldermen
and the solicitor, to Turunty, in urder te get such
legislation , and it is ot wonecivable that that
could be done without cost ; and just as that would
€ost sutne money, su it would cost u certain amount

a legislative committee, i you hike—con-

of mongy to get legislation on the part of any
municipal body, as it dues un the part of this body.
Tt must be remembered that the 1dea the Counci
had in secking the legislation they did in 1891
Was, firat, they sought to get the Act amended so
that they could control matricelation examinations ;
in the second place, they sought legislation that
they might be abie to collect the vutstanding dues
without the great cost and capense and disgrace of
At tha. time there
were thowsands  of dollars of  outstanding dues
owing o the Coundl, and we coald not collect
them, unless we gut sume means the way we didin
the legislation of 18y1. Surcly the object of the
Council then in seching that was tu make the vro-
fession of mudidine better in the Provinee of

guiig tnto the Division Court.
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Ontario.  But ever since we got the legislation
which suspended a number for non-payment of
dues, we have met with calumny and with the
greatest amoumt of abuse from certain quarters,
from quarters which we might have expected 1t
fiom : that is, from men hke some of those who
formed the Defence Association, men who refused
to pay their annual and honest dues ; and it is o
be regretted, and very bitterly regretted, 1 think,
that a great newspaper like the Jad, a paper wiich
undoubtedly wields an enormous influence m the
Province of Ontario, should become the gutter tor
the vile stuff which has been poured into 1t for the
Last number of years against the Medical Councl,
against the executive body of the great profession
of medicme of this province.  This paper has been
nothing less than the gutter m which that stuir has
fallen : and when we come together this year on
the first and opening day of our meeting, we tnd
an editorial in this paper, dirccted aganst Gie ex-
ceutive body, clected by the medical profession,
If the medial
profession have any tault to find with us 1t will be
only a short tme ull they can o us o, and
surely we nngit have been left alone, mstead of
being trampled on and insulted in this way.  Taan
speak only s far as I huow i regard to this maiter
from the members of the profession in my own
dinision, and I can truly say this, that the whole
course which the JZei/ newspaper and Detenee
Assuttation have adopted, has not been with the
approval of the profession in my division.  We
admit that we have faults, but the medicai profes-
son, while admiting that we have faults and are
only human, say we are quite capable of correcting
these faults within ourselves. Tt szems to me the
idea put forth by some of the members in spuak-
ing, is correct . 1 othiek this way of treating a nows
paper hke the a2, with sident contemyp, is not
correct ; T think the time has passed when silent
I this article is auy tiung itis
libellous , if it 15 not hibellous, then it s not pussible
for a newspapet to publish an article which is libel
lous . if it is libellous, and we siand by tamely, like
so many chickens, and allow our personal houour
(becatse that 1s mvolved in that art.cle), to bem

and sent here to do their work.,

contempt is correct.

sulted, then, Tsay, we cannot capect o have the
respect of the profession of medicine throughout
this prosmee ., and [ maintain we oaght o putthis



