
REMARKS 11Y THE EDITOR.

inner layers of the fibrous structure. In process of lime Ilese
pans are separated by the increased development of lte
fibrous elements. When such division happens it is not by
mpiure of the fibrous elements, but by simple separation of
theirfibres; and tiese aiso become calcified, so that at last
each capillary vessel isenclosed in a bony tube that simulates
and perform tIhe functions of the Haversean canal, although
itisiot exactly formed in the same manner. These Haver-
seancanals arc a part of tihe greatsystem forcarrying nulritive
material to each of the structures of the body,-in this
instance appropriated and direced by the lacenie and
caniliculi-the true nutritive apparatus of the bone. As
hie formation of diploé progresses, tIhe calcification of the
outer table of the skull is accomplished ; but at the time of
birth the condition of externat and internai tables vith the
diplotc are only developed at the original points of ossifica-
tion, or in lieir immediate circumference ; in the rest of the
rew formed bone the diploë and outer tables of tie skull
are deficient, and scarcely more thian the capillary vessels
are Io be observed.

Dtring labour the bones of ihe head are compressed and
irritated by tie action of the os uteri and the propulsive
pOwers of the uterus directing it against the boncs of tIhe
pelvis, so that hemorrhage in lie several varieties, as above
described, may result. A blood vessel gives way-in this
mitance a capillary vessel situated in hlie diploë, iow in
process of development. This may be completely or par-
'iliy surrounded by Ite deposit of earthy salts, in fact in
isitusation somewhat similar Io the nutritions artery of
bne when it occurs upon the surface,-partly within and
iily without a bony canal; so that when il may happen
b divided there is no power of retraction, hence a loss

,fthose natural homostatic influences that should operate
9en the vessel and stop tIhe bleeding. Under these cir-
,-nstances, wihen once the rupture has occurred, the
l-morriage still continues to distend tlie structure of the

formed bone. Tie effused blood causes irritation of
capillary vessels in the neighbourhood of the part; an
ased supply of scrum is given out by the hyperomie

-ditions of the capillary vessels; this causes tIse recently
ioited calcareous matter to be dissolved and removed;


