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ARTS INTELLIGEXNCM.

—Discovery of an Antique Vase —A letter from Rome givea an account
of & discovery which was recently made in & cellar in the Vicolo dil
salestrina, of amarble pedestal with an iuscription to Hercules, by M.
Silvius Meusais, consul with Sabinug under Caracnlla, A. D. 214. It was
found near Pompey's theatre. where. under the Briscione Palace, the great
bronze Hercules, now in the Vatican, was discovered [t is inscribed ¢ Her-
culi Defensori M. Silvio Messala, Cungul ”

~~Gentus Ilustrated —Hornco Vernet was one day breakfasting at the
Cufé de Foy, in 1he I'nlais Royal, when, drawing a bottle of champagne,
the cork flew up to the ceiling, leaving behind it an ungightly blemish in
the newly decorated surfuce Vernet lovked at the damage, and ugly
enough it was, in the midst of that pure white and gold irmament; then
be lovked at the face of mine host, and beheldin it 8 mixture of conster-
nstion and suppressed anger. * My goo sir,” said Vernet, ¢ mak: your
self eagy, to-morrow I will touch that offending spct with a wand which
will make it the source of golden shuwers' The landlord opened his eyes,
and he opened his ears; he was too politic to object to an arrangement
which gounded so promising though he did not e¢xactly understand it.
The morrow came, and with it, &t an early hour, came Horace Vernet
with his pallet and print-brushes He asked for 4 ladder, and in less than
an hour the centre of the injuted compartment was embellished with &
swallow on the wing, destined to furm the attractions of the customers |
Contrary to the assertion of the proverb, that one swallow of Horacc
Verpet pot only made a summer, but it created a perpetual sumwmer io !
the financial atmospherc of the C'ufe de Foy. The story got wind, und |
every one wanted to see Horace Vernet's birondelle ; and in order to see it,
and to say they had seen it, it was necessary to expend a certain sum in
eatatles Never was caged bird so petted and cared for, and in all sub-
sequent decorations of the premises the world-famed swallow was respected
and preserved. Even now that the bouse has changed its destination—
being no longer a café—the swallow of Horace Ve-netstill soars above
the heads of admiring counvisseurs, who come to visit him with increased
enthusiasm now that his gifted author has passed away.

— Portrast of Marie de Medicis —An interesting discovery has just
been wade at Paris of a portrait of Marie de Medicis of the date of 1602,
when the Qucen was 28 years of age. Her Majesty is represeated in the
florid style o1 Reubens, with a large collar of gnipure on her neck, half
covering a neck-lace of white pearls, to which is attached a cross of
bright stecl over a dark moirie dress, with a band set with precious stones
around the waist. The blond bair is crisped and rolled round the head,
surmonted with a small black cap. The eyes of a bluish grey, are full of
life, and impart great animation to the picture.

The treatment of the accessories and the execution of the work leave
no doubt that it is the production of the younger Porbus.

METEOROLOGICAL INTELLI®ENCE.

— Comparison ef the Seasons.— The following table, showing the open-
ing of winter at Quebec during the last ten years, will be read with
interest :—

The Winter of 1858-9 —30th Nov.—Very lil.le snow has yet fallen.
Wheeled vehicles still in use.

1859-60.—20th Oct.—First snow, but did not remaia.
Heavy fall of snow which remained.

18G0-1—28th September—First snow ; thawed pext day. 1§th Nov.
~—Snow, which remained. 1st Dec—Very much snow on the ground

1861-2.—218t Nov.—First snow. 14th Dec —Snow all thawed. 18th
Dec —Dust blowing on the roads. 19th —Snow, which remained

1862-3.—24th Oct.—Heavy fall of snow. 15th Nov.—Much snow on
the ground ; no thaw after

1863-4.~—11th Nov.—First snow 17th—All thawed. 30th—Very little
snow up to date.

1864-5—8th Oct.—First snow. 10th Nov.—All thawed,
Weather very mild ; very little snow on the ground.

1865-6.—28th Oct —A little snow. 7th Nov.—Heavy fall of snow.
16th— All thawed. 24th—Scason very open: neitber ice nor snow;
mapy ships yet in port. 30th—Dust on the roads.

1866-7.—~30th Nov.—Neither ice nor snow. 31st Dec.—A little snow
on the ground. 9th Jan —First heavy fell of suow.

1867-8,~5th Sept —A little snow which thawed. 5:h Nov —Do., do.
29th Nov.—Snow, which remained until after the following dates,

Year

10th Nov.—

18t Dec.—

3858—after 30th November,
1859 “« 10th ot
18690 s 18th «
1861 ¢ 19th December,
1363 4 15th November,
1863  « 30th «“
186¢ 1st December,
1865 “ 30th November,
1866 ¢« 9th Jauy., 1867,
1867 % 29th November.

Here we have nine to one against the pregent soow remaining — Mercury.

Abstract of Meteorological Observations.— From the Records of the
Montreal Observatory, lat. 45431 North ; Long , 4h. 54m 1] sec. West of

. Greenwich, and 182 feet above mean sea level For October, 1868. By

Chas. Smallwood, N.D., LL D, D.C L.
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Raix 1x INcnzs.—a, b, d, ¢, £, Inapp.; ¢, 0.121; ¢, 0 642 ; A, 0.031.

Sxow ix INcHES —, Inapp. ; &, 3.96;° 0.96.

The bighest reading of the Barometer was on the 30th day, and indicated
30 400 inches ; the lowest reading was on the 5th day, and was 29.250
inches, showing a monthly range of 0.850 inches.

The mean temperature of the month was 44 83 degrees, which was
a trifle lower than the Zsotherm for Montreal for October.

Rain fell on eight days, amounting to 0.794 inches. Snow fell on three
days, amounting to 4.97 inches. The first snow of the autuma fell on the
17th.

— Meteorological observations taken at Quebec, during the month of
Octuber, 1868. Latitude 46°48'30"/ N. ; Longitude 71°1215”” W ; beight
above St Lawr.nece, 230 feet ; By Sergt. J. Thurling, A. H. C,, Quebec.

Barometer, highest reading on the 30th............... 30 480 inches.
lowest “ L1 F 29410 .
range Of PresSsure.c...uvuee socene snvooe s 1070
mean for month reduced t0 32°._........... 29852
Thermometer, highest reading on the 8th............ . 650 degrees
lowest u 30th....eeiiene. 178
range inmonth ..., ........ teececooes. 472
Meanof highest. ..... ..c.covvvienvnnnn teeaanaene .. 485
. L ... 323
#  daily range..... P 162
¢« ofmonth . . ......... Ceerese iieeaaeaane 40.4
maximum in sun’s rays, (black bulb,)....... 67.9
minimum on grass...... seeaes erreescrann 319
Hygrometer, mean of dry bulb..........cco.oveen eees 4LT
“ wetbulb. .. iiiiiieiiiean vees 378
4 dew poiot......coiii00ianei.es 328
Elastic force of va8poUr. ..vve vivven vannaaaricaeanons .186 inches.
Vapour in & cubic tost of air. ... eeveeeiencteaeeaee 21 grains.
¢ rpequired o saturste,d0.... ....00hennn eeaes 0.8
Mean degree of bumidity (Sst. 100) ......... R |
Average weight of a cubic foot of air.......0eu..n.. 5513
Cloud, mean amount of (0-10)..........ccoenvenens-e T.0
Ozone e « R P I |
Wind, general direction.......o.0uivee evnnneee... North-West.
mean daily horitontal movement.......... 120.2 miles.
Raip, number of days it fell.................. eesess 9
amount collected on the ground........... 095 inches.
« 10 feet above ........... 090
Snow, number of daysitfell ..............ccc0veeee 6
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