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imîliisan madle good prcigress; lie ujecnied ta leru (s-ays aime o ai s
selieol-folloiv) Ty intition ; for tiiomgli mim olemîce :muid lirocraeit-
nation wove inîmeretît in [tic; consituttomî, wlîcnever lie limtto ami-
oxertian lie did mare lima any ane elIsc; iîmmîl lie was iever correc-
ted nt scîmool, but for lalkini- aid diveilung Oltier boys flousi ilmcmrbtism-

iess. lus favorites rcerved very lîberal assistance front ilmu
anuit ilîrcs, af ls jtuvoiiiie assoalies misedtiu crine mIn Ilme morimimig,
anmd carry hlm, Io selmool. Omie in time middle siopped, wlumiuu
Joliasoni mi upomu fls baek, and on oi caci .side supporied flmm
auit tîtus lie uu'ai bornie tritinpliant. At schmoul lue tvas tmicoiiîioii-
Iy înquisitive ; inîd lio imever forgot aiyîiig limat lie liai t citimer
heard or rend. lit cansequonce of lus dlefettivc -ifflit, lime dit ni
join lime other boys in ilueir irntisoinctit.ï. lits ommiy diversioni îvms
mn winier, tvhemt lie tvas fond of being drawmî lpon lime ice by ottw
ofîmis cernpariions barefooted, îvlmaprid/ed lii aluimg by a garmer
lied round his middle ; nu -vty easy operamoit, us lue wvas reinar-
kably large.

Dr. Perey, udiur of thme Reliques of Ancient )>oelry, relies limat
Johnîson, ui titis period, Ivas inimnouiratoly faond of rcadîîîg roman-
ces of chiîvalry ; andi lie attribulecl ta sueli ext.rai,.uatim fictions
that unsett ed tuirn ut minc wlicii prevemîted lits over fixinig mni any
profession. Front. lis earliest years lie Ioved poeiry, but lar(Ily
ever rend amîy pliern ta ltao end ; lio perusedi ýhakCpeare ait a periad
so early, ta Ili le speech ai ie gluast iii lanitel terrified flm
wluen atone. One day, irnagi.ning iliat lis brothier lmad lmîd sorne
appies beluind a largo folio in ]lis falher's sluop, Samuel climbed
up, ta searcli for theun, iliere wvero na appies; but the large folio
proved te be Petrareh, wluom he liait seen znentioned inu somae-
face as one af te restarers af Ieariiuig. luis curiusiîy w:ms excitcd
lie eal down, and rendi a great pari o ai e book.
Johnson ivas next reinoved ta lhe scimool ai Sîourbridge, %Vor-

cestershtire, wliere lie did nut derive machi bemuefut, but acemi as
an assistant ta time master, in teacming time yomiger boys. lie sub-
sequaatly discrimitmated his proýress at the two grammar scîmocls
thus: Il at ane 1 learncd machi un the rclool, but hile tramt the
Inaster ; in lthe ailier 1 teatned mutAi froua the master, but little iii
the sohool."1 A: Stourbridge lue 'vas admnîîîed inb the best campa-
iîy ai the place ; lue remained litie more than a year, and then
returncd home, ta learit luis tatluer'a business ; but lue lacked apli-
cation. 11e, hawever, read much ln a desultary îvay, as lue after-
ivards told Boswrell, lus biographer: ce aItliitterature, sir; ail amcient
wriers, ail manly; tiuougli but Jitie Greek, auîiy saune Aitacreomi
and Ilesiad; but in thms irregular manner 1 luad looked inta a great
mnany books wluîch tvhere ntua commoutly kmiown at lime umiversities,
where tluey scîdom, read any books bot etvi are put inb Iheir
hanids by their lutars; rio thuat wlueuu I camne ta Oxford, Dr. Adams,
muaw master ai Pembroke CaiIerle, iold une 1 'vas the best qîîalified
for thue University lie luad overlnovit cornu ilcre."1

Johinson hadl aiready given several proofs ai luis poetical gealus,
bot in lalis scluool exercises and allier occasianai composians,
of which Bosweil quoaes specimens.

lit 1728, Jalmasout, bain-' îheuu la luis uincîcontit year, tvas en-
lered as a cammnoner at Pembroke Coliege : lus fatîter accampa-
nieLi lim, and inlroduced itai ta his tutor as a gaod sehtalar, and a
poei îvha wvrae Latin verses; Jolinson behaved xnodesîiy, and sat
sulent; tilt, upon samneîling whîizii ozuited in the course ai con-
versation, he suddenly struck i, and quoteut Mlacroblus; andtu
lie gave lthe firsti. mpiession of iliat mare extensive edtgi
wrhicl be hll induigced himself. Johnsont cescribes luis tutor as
"la Vary woîîthy man, but a very heavy man." Upou occasion ai
beiutg fined for nan-atiendance, loe said ta the tutar, - Sir, yau have
scored me twopence for non-attendamîce ai a lecture nai %varth a
penny.-'- Nevcrtbeless, Jolincon aîtended his tutor's lectures, and
alsa the lectures in the collage, ver regularly. At bis requesi
ha translated Popa'ls .tlessiale it Latin -verse, as a Christmas
exercise, 'vith uuîcomman rapidity and abiiity; aad it ablained for
himn fot only the appiauseof aiis college and university, but ai

Pap hlnsifuvoisesaid tahave remafked: "eTh8 w'riter aithis
poem~vil bva t a question îvilh pasterity, tvhether his or mine

.lhnane iofa rendi n- ait Oxford, and dîîring tbe vacations,
canna: be îraced. 1-o tlId ilswell that what ho read solidly at thme
umiversity ivas Greek ; flot the Grecian listarians, but Hmarer and
Enripides, and umaw an;d thon a 11mbl epigrarn ; lIai the stady ai
which lie ivas niast fond %vas metapîtysice, but that ho bad flot
read mach even in that way. Tt is, hoxvever, certain, bath tramt
bis ivritings and conversation, his reading ivas very extensive. He
appeaus, at vatious luime, ta hava planned a mellodical course ai
stady. Like Soutthey, lie lîad a peculiar faculiyla seizin-'ai once
vrbat was valuable in any bookr, iubout reading il thro si Lh. %e ivraIe
ai ail limaes impaliently and in a Iuurry : hoe ivroe his &irà exorcise

atclgo twice over, but nover look lmai trouble witlî ammy illier
cotnl Iitmom, anmd lu s best works were di sîruck on' In a 1,ient wilii

rapîtdi. 1 Froui his being shIor . iglited, %%tmg vsircn
venîtnt Io fim ; ilmmrefuril. Ise nover conmiîed a foui d'raft Io paper,
but revolveil thme subject ini his minc, aud turned andi formemi every
pemîud, ilt Ile Ilati brTou-'t the wimolea Ill tîmo iges: coriccifless
aud Illo Most perlect rrgcn ithuilie vrolo it ; anid lus
ttt(!mttoiinuly retentîvu iiienîory emabled lMi lu deliver ai %vitole
essay, properiy fiimshd, wheoiever it %vas calied for.,,

.Iulmmîsum tas a grvat favouritu witlm bis coIlce compaui ions ; nuit
lie mm il Itei het seuil lomuigilmi g ai the gaie ot l>ciibroko0 coilegO
anmidre a circlu ol sitidemmls, %vliîon lie wvas ontertaiîifil. w isvi e il,
aîmd keeiimg m ilicir stîndies, if not spirig them1 to rebolliozi
;t'qmimt 11 (lumI C,"O diSCinlimue. Thoiî secret af Muis SeClailll' levitv
nuit insubordination will bu statud best ini Jols' owli words:
19 1 was mai ndi violent. Il was bitierness whiiclu thoy mistook
for frotte. -1 %vas mîserably pooir, anîd 1 timougli ta liglît my way by

iylerlire andi my wit ; so 1 dis.-c-ardc, ail power anîd ait
authiîy.l Johnîson did îîoî formn any close intimnacies with lus

feliw-ellegamî, îoliglî lie loved Ilenibroko ta thte Inst. lie
bo:uscd of time muamîy urnimient mois wt'io liad beau educate i tere,
and how aay ples lind heei IPcinbroke3 men, addmng, t Sir, tve
wcre a nest of ainging bid.. But, Jolinsomî's umiversiiy educjttiout.
ilîrougli lits scalîty supply af funds from homne, andi the short-
comnuns af fricmmds, %vas ieft incompletcd ; and lie personally
left cofle-a wvithout a de-ree, Decomber 12, 17-29, though lus ntize
remnaindton the books til Oclaber 8, 1731.

ffltatuecr instruction Johnson rcceived froun bis niotiier ini fic
doctrine and dulies of Chirstianity, clous miot appear Ia have beemi
followed np ; and it was flot until bis going ta Oxford that hae became
asitmcerii3' pions miais. lVheîu ai the Utiiversity,, he took op the
Nonjuror Law'; Scrious Cali to a J!oly Lije, and %vas sa aflectcd
anid comîvimiced by ils comntents, lImai fram this lime religionî was
hIe predomimant object of luis thoughts anti affictiotis.

But lie returneui to Liolîfleld from, tuie University with gioomy
prospects. lis 1731, he matie ant tnsuccessfui effort toyrocure the
appoiîuiment aI usîmer inl the grammar-school ofiStourhridge, wvJmcre
lie hall been partiy ectieti. Inu the eiumer foilowvinglie cibtai-
ried a situation mît hIe school of Market Bosworthi, Leicestershire,
ta wlicl lue wemît ou foot : the employmnent wvas, hotvever, irksome
Io him, ard lie boaui qmilted it. Soon aiter this lie went 10 Bir-
iningiaun, auid uriderlook, for the fust bookseller establmshied thoera,
a translation anîd abridg-mcnt of a Voyage Io Abyssiiuia, by Lobo,
a Porîugucso Jesuit, for tvhili lie received five guineas !

Johnsont nov returmmed ta Lichfield, and in. 1736 married Mrs.
Porter, a wuclow, 'vutit whont ho opened a private academny ut
Edial Hall, near Liclisfeld ; but the establishmuent did not suc-
ceed ; lie had only ilîrce pupils, Iwo of whomn were David Garrick
and )lus brolher. Meanwhile lho tas storing bis mid, andi employeti
an lits tragedy of Irene. Next year, accom panîed by G arrick, he
repaired to London, ta îry his fortune ina" Ihat grent field of genius
and exertian.'" %

At Lichifielid, tuec bouse in wvhich Johînson was bora is iuîcessan-
tly visuteul by pilgrims froin ail parts of the warid. Opposite is ilime
statue of the Doctor, tis pedlestal sculptmîred wifi basreliefe of inci-
dents in his flte ; and riear a footpati in tihe îown is a willow,
froua a shoot of the trou pianted by Johinson's handg. These
are triflimg memoriais comparcd %vith the wvorks vrhici his genius,
learning, andunderstanding protueed in the service of religion and
viritue, anîd %vhich havû ]ecdevenu his mnost grudging critia ta vro-
nauince Johnson ta have beursnI bath a great and a good rnn1
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(@ontintued from aur last.)

Tite cxperiment of letting liglit from. the sua fait on a triangular
prism of glass, wvill intercst-seeîng the separalion into the (tiffer-
ont prismatie colours-let theni observe the arder in wvhich they
follow-time image being. whitc, excepimg when lime rays proceed
fromn the prismn at a particular an-le: caver first one side of il wilh
palier anti then anoiner, îvbich s'ews ta themn an îvhich side it


