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REDUCATION

Drawing as au Aid Io Observatlou.
BY PHILOMATU.

Drawing deserves ta be rcgarded as something more than a
moe aceomplisbmcnt. It is because educatars have so regardcd it
that onc of the most important aids to mental discipline bas not
lil its rightful rank as -. branch o? Echool study. The saine
rnay bc said of music. Now that, the tide in education is, in the
direction of diseiplinary means, instead of the acquisition o? flcts
we xnay hope that the truly practical side of human nature, its
expressive powers, will receive due attention. As yet, very littie lias
been done in this direction. Mueh bas been said, and the So called
new method by object-lessons is urged upon the publie notice on
aceount of its efficiency in training the observing iaculties. We can
flot do less than symnat-z with this naturd method, but at the
saine ime we feel that it is quite liable ta abuses which would, in
prevailing, defeat the end aimcd ut, and that too by the very
means adopted. 5!he cvii of the aid methods vwbich abject teaching
woulil supplant, consistcd in imposing upon the mina, in ways
hiaving but littie regard to Lime, arder, or faeulty, too, many unre-
Iatea facts, which, at the ime tbey ivere incnlcated, were sup-
posedl ta bc knowledge, but which, a too frequent experience has
taugrht us wec at bcst but di.jointed skelctons.

Na'w, we feur tlxat the new method cornes fao richly ladencd
anav'ith stores tao promisenous. Its effcieticy is thougbht to bc

traied ui '4W, ihic, a corse alaysnicns orrctl, but

passbut in a ma nner too frequently regardles o? the arrange-
ment of the qualities o? individual abjects, so gneral ihu
reference ta any sequence of governing- princpe a farm an
intelligi4ble 'bond of union bctwccn the abjects in mass, that we

* feel fr'et ci ticise tbis mcthod of objeet-essonir. The mida mnust
be regulaied, ana ta attain its fou efficieuey, must bie hut up,
ana must itself work by uniformi impulses and movemeuls. If it
be an organization, it bas its chief tendencies through whicb its
life progresses fron strcugth to strcngth on to maurîty. These
tendencies mrovide the rea-,on 'with channels for long continued
effbrts. it eau mot. he tac often said ta educ:itors that the peculiar
something whichi ia worthy ofthe mane cbaractcr, 15 the produet
only aof persistent cultural means applied day afler day, ycar afler
year, along but few Unes of advancement ntil ail the forces of
b uman nature heome ectders of these main curreuts. It is algo a
law of mmnd, the importance of wbich caunot bc overctimated,
that in proportion ta the inttnsity of effort on the part o? any
mental force, is thec aid afforded by ail the other intelicetual pawers
iu thec individual. Stictly spcaking, no faculty eau be exerciseil
apartaid ta fxe exclusion affthe athers. The lcast mentae effort
engages, in saine degree every powcr of tboiughf. The trnly great
inte1lectý,mîkes every special task a crucible ta ai elements and
forces that bear uny relation ta the anc thiug in baud. Is it uot
plain thon that most of out instruction tends to distractian, rathcr
thax concentration of effoi ts ? Is object-teacbing, as we now un-
derstand it by virtue of its great mcxit, above~ the criticisrn?

We venture fa affirr that objeet-tc2ChiDg, lu its prescut phase,
docs not train tlic mental powers ta close and cou centratedl labor.
ladeed,'the general. tendon cy q? education scens ta be toward
diffiascncss. Iu Ïbandouing classical training for something that
la doubtial as yet, thxe advanced student loacs much, for ftic pros-
en% at ]east, that was valuable as discipline. Teachers aof pdi-
-mary sebools, in tixeir baste ta anticipate the ncw nioveinent lu
educatioxi medily fail lu with wbat seem to bce no'tural xnethods,
fargetting thit ibert are mot a fcw tbings in mature tbat are
transitoty in cixaracter ana influnce. To ineet tihe demands of

tetmsbranches of study are muliplied; text-books are

change from year ta year to get the latest and bcst. Now, ail
these irreg-ularities are detrimental, in soma measure, ta the
steady, ouward progress of the average mind.

But thora are avenues, limes aof pursuit, menus o? culture, or
branches of study, se ta spcnk, nloug ¶vhich thxe chic? teudeucies
of çaiud may find frce play and ever move forward with increas-
ing strengtb. Amoug these arc the art o? speech (nat taught in
aur sehools at present), music and drawing. These eau bave no
conflict with nature, because they rely upon nature and human
nature for thcir expression.

But ive must now speak aof drawing, particularly. This subjeot
bolds definite and fixcd relations to both mind and nature. IL
intraduces the former ta the most plcasiug aspects o? the latter
by routes mot diflicuit, if thejournc.y be begun in time. It acquainta
tihe mind with some a? the praminent qualities of abjects, aud, at
the saine: tirne, laya a fondation for fthc geometricai sciences. It
addresses thec sense oi' siglît, the faculty o? observation par excel-
Zence aud tests tAxe quaiity of observation by ut once securing the
expression of ivhat is perceived. As words on the Longue acquaint
us with the subtlc movements of the mind within, which, unut-
tered, soon escape froin consciousness, se drawin- imparts
intelligible fbrms ta the imag,,es of abjects formcd in the senso-
raum, and made ta stand out anc- before the eye.

This subject possesses many o? the best qualities of a good
mcthod o? instruction. To make a correct picture, anc must sce
the objcct to be drawn. To sec wiell, implies raucl marc thun la
commou ta the ordinary ey'e- It is mot scidoxu that ve are igno-
rant of mauy things near ar, hand, altbough ire have seexned ta
look at thec saine abjects with wide apen eyes. This la oftcn true
o? abjects we hav~e attemptcd ta describe ta others.

Noir, ta drain an abject WCe mnust attend closciy ta ail its feat-
ures. 'lhc attention must bce minute and long coutimued. The
colar of the abject is first perceived. There are many cyca thut
nced ta bc cducated carcfully, tbat thcy may distinguish colore.
The prevalence o? color.blindncss is but little undcrstaod amang
tc-achers. Noir, although drasring docs mot set forth the colors a?
abjects, yct ftic corretness o? outtine in a pencl sketch xvili
depeud very mucli upon the impressions which the calors o? the
jbject make upon tixe eyc,' for colora determine the boundaries of

outlines. The autlines having boomn fixed, fthe eyc la nest lci ta
observe the relationis o? parts fa the whole and ta each aLlier. The
harmonies and contrasta af liglit and shude are flually discovered
and expresseil.

To be able ta sec ail Lixese thinga, la ta be bigly qualified ta
observe 'what passes before our eyes, and ane thus qualified pas-
sessces a prime qualîty a? an cducatcd character. Tite artist ses
more than other mcen.

Thus umdcrsfood, drasviug assumes a veiy important place ln a
course aof study. It docs wihat objcct-lcssons aim ta du. Habits
o? ptticnt, attcnC u and accurate observation are requircd by no
uncertain mecaus. The exorcise of the paiera engagea la con-
sistent ana continons. Combine patient ndeavor aind cloze obser-
vation lu anc persan, and yen have thec fundamental cbarac-
teristies of genius.

But fthora is still anoailer quality a? drawing ta rccommeud it
as a iteans of culture, and this la tixe highbest possible virtue lu
irbatever may lie apphied ta the developinent ai' the farces or'
buman nature, viz : it enforces lise exJn-cuison of witaL is acguired.

Oral likstructiom.
I>crbaps the people i-ho, iad fthc brigxtest minais iu proportion

to thoir stock aof knowlcdge, andi wiho gave to mankiud t;re most
tbougit., irere the Grecks. IL stili romnains flic greatesi problexu
cf intclleetunl istory, lio- the Greek mina camte ta have tAxis
special charatteiistic- of vi'rid tliouglit. andi tAxis abulity lu thie
diffusiou of icicas 'Whcu ie notice not only flhc philosopxy a?
Plato aua the dilcties of .&rlstotie, but the brilliaut geotucters,
thxe scientific gramnmarians, auni the architocts o? Greee we »0e


