
CHRISTIAN UNION.

ail-sufficient Spirit dwelis in the churcb,
and bas given encouragement to hiope
for the fulness of his influence wlien
rightly sought. And cannot that Divine
Agent anove all the members of the
bedy of Christ harxuoniouslyi He did
se in the apostolie church, though it
consisted of s0 many tbousands of newvly
converted persons, collected from ahl
quarters of the globe, and therefore
naturally subject to the greatest possible
variety of prejudicos and interests. W'e
sheuld fix our believing remembrance
on this divine provision, mnade to secure
the churchi's unity, and pursue one
objeet with this encouragement contin-
ually nerving our minds.

WVe must, thirdly, sacrifice ail per-
sonal and party interests, and be con-
cerned only for the one ail comprehien-
sive interst-that of Christ. As Howe
suggests: Draw as rnany lines as you
please from. the circuniference to the
centre of the circle, and nonc of thern
wil cross; but if you take any other
point of convergence, and draw lines to
it, they wili ail interfere with the other
radii; and just se far as you multiply
your points and linos, 'will you multiply
tise intersections. Just so is it with the
churcb. As long as in that ballowed
circle we have a variety of points of
seotarian and individual interests, our
Unes of pursuit and feeling mnust be
interfering with ecd other. But let
us have the one centre, the interest of
Christ alone at heart, and ahl our linos
will advance in perfect harmony, and
eventually meet and be lost in one un-
divided end. Wo have only therefore
te imitate Paul: "lfor me to live is
Christ," or to obey lus precept :
"lVhatsoever ye do, whether ye eat
or whether ye drink, do ahl te thc glory
of God,"and we must effiectually conduce
te the advancoment of Christian union.

We should subserve tuis end, fourtbly,
by seeing that thc word of Christ dwells
in us richly, and in ail wisdom. So far
as our affections, -views and conduot are
regulated by its instructions, they wil
be infiuenced alike ; and every discord-
ance must be the result of eux' disre-
garding this harmonizing word. Let us
therefore read and study it 'with untiring
assiduity, striving to give up ourselves
illicitly and entîrely to, its controul.
Leot us make it our only creed and mbl

of action, and be ever bringing our teni-
pers, sentiments and practices, and those
of our brethren directly to this one sure
standard. And when necessitated to
correct what %ve deem their errors, let
us do it if possible, by the very words,
furnished by the Uoly Ghost.

We must also cultivate an intimate
acquaintance with the views and char-
acters of those who differ from us. Lt
is not desirable to read controversial
writings frequently, as it conduces to, a
barrenness of soul, and captiousness of
temper, whîch are greatly inimical to
our union with the saints: nor should
we associate with dogmatic and conten-
tious persons, as this checks the growtli
of the bland and generous dispositions
so favorable to, unmty. Lt bas indeed been
said that the friendly intercourse bore
recommondod, involves a sanctioning of
wbat we deem the errors of our brethren.
But the principle of tbis objection, faîrly
carried out, would cut us off fromn al
Christians, tili we get to heaven; for it
were impossible to flnd any with wshom
3ve perfectly accord in every tbing.*

Sixthly. We should cherisli liberality
Of sentimient. Undoubtedly, we are not
to sacrifice the truth, even on the altar
of Christian love-nor would sucli an
off'oring promnote union, but the reverse.
Lt is possible and prevalent, however, to
think we secure the truth by those views,
which dispose us to regard ail our opin-
ions as irifallibly certain and equally im-
portant; incline us to niake as niuch of
our peculiarities, as of those, fundamental
principles on whicb salvation rests; and
prompt us to require tbat overy thing
shaîl be expressed just in our own favour-
ite or party phraseology. This contract-
edness is most carefully to be avoided.
We should let every doctrine and duty,
whiehi we deein scriptural, bave an abid-
ing place in our beart and profession;
but we sbould range eachi in its proper
order and subordination. Let us hold
fast our peculiarities, but let us not put
themn on a level with our Lord's atone-
ment, the Holy Spirit's agency, our

*There is a per600 living vear the writer wvho
se far acts uapon this principle, that out of twelve
rhurches in the place whlere he resides, lie cala hold
communion but wvith one individual, i. e. his wife.
They therefore commune together, but neyer mect
for any art of worsbip %vith other Christ ians. 1
dnubt not but bis prisiciple honstly aple ol
forbid his cominuuîng with bis %vife He littie
susp8ets, holv much more spiritual pride lias to do
witls is exclusiheness than Christian principie,


