
THE

MISSIONARY REVIEW 0F THE N

VOL. XIX. NO. 1.-oui &rie.-JANUARY.-VOy. lx. No. .ew re.

THPIE OUTLOOK: SOME SIGNS OI? THE TIMES.

13Y TUE EDITOIt-Ixi-CIIEF.

Perpetual vigilance is not only the price of liberty, but the condition
of ait true intelligence and progress. God nmade the tin-ie-worlds as wvell as
the space-worlds : in tho ages as well as in the stars Rei bas a plan, aud
only lio who -watches whilo hoe prays discerns the signs of the tintes, .secs
the plan of God, and falls into line with the maarch of Godi's obedient
hosts.

If the best chronology is taken as our standard, this new yeair is not
1896, but 19100, of ilie Christian era, and marks the closing year of the
century. It is ivelI known among students of chronology that tLe fainiliar
lettr'ers "IA.V."l do uiot originally stand for Anno Poinini, but for A4era
Diowysii, the era -)f Dionysius, surnamced Exiguis, the Little, f rain Iis
smnall stature. Ibis Roman abbotoriginally froin Scythiai, vlio dieu .itii s
inonastery in .540 A.ui., was P. man of great eru(Àtion, and, aniong other
labors, carried on in chronology researches wvhich gave him great cclebrity.
To tl'is mai), iwho died in the reign of~ Justinian, is tracod the rncthod of
reckoning the christian era whichi, since the cigrhthi centur r, lias beeuu, l-y
so-callcd Christian nations, univrsally adopted, and whichl fixes the vear
of the Incarnation at the 754vdë year of Ronie.

'More careful compWtdicns, rc.ckoningr froin at least six different po~~ints
Of observation, like convcrging paiths ail lead to one conclusion, tiataui
error of nt leastfoitr ycars ,4as occurrcd " .e Dion?,si.rn era, .111ÇI that timc
Incarnation nmuist dati, back to the vear 749 froin the foiîling of lioiu.Ž,
whichi wouid, according to, the current reknnbc 1 xx.t-.

F'or example, as the biirth of Christ -vas certainly Prev;ols to the deatil
ot llerod the Great, whichi was just before the l3 asqsover, ini the vear 7(
A.17., h ro the nativity canuxot iD3ve becut later titan 7-tO i.r

Again, Juhut tho D3aptist entcred on bis nuiriistry iii tIe iifteenth year
of Tiberinis, which, rec.koýnin,, froin thet latter's co-regeey, Wouidl( puit the
Baptist's birth in the yecar ï748 . r., or early ini the next year ; andi, as
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