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that the cause of her illness was the in-
troduction of railways |

—The old nobility of Japan is called
e Sninurai, of which there are abont
200.090 members. The order is gov-
crzed by 60 dukes, and each family has
a coat-of-arms which belongs to it and
which no one clse can use. The lead-
ing principle of the Samurai is patriot-
ism to the death.

—Japanese patriotism is marked. It
is said that all news of victory over tho,
Chinese sets the population wild with
enthusissm. The supply of voluntecrs
for war service exceeds the demand.
Japanese professional  wrestlers, of
whom there are many, have offered
their services to be formed into an or-
ganization of *‘strong men,” and a
Japancse newspaper “ estimates that
Niskinoumi, the champion, would bea
match for nine and two thirds China-
men.

—~Patriotism ranks high among the
virtues, but even patriotism may be in
cxeess, of may degencrate into an in-
sanc and criminal passion.  As witness
the action of the Tokyo Presbytery in
recently deposing  from the ministry
Rez. Mr. Tamura, a gifted, consecraied
man, and only hecause he wrote ** The
Japancse Bride,™ publisiied by the Har-
pers, which sets forth some of the ideas
aad castoms of his countrymen that are
by no means what they ought to be.
The truth of what hic said is not calied
in question, hut it was unpardonable
disloyalty to tell it to the world. What
the Christian *“world™ thinks of this
absand cbullition of unrightcous wrath
isscin in these phrases which arc ap-
plied thereto : ** Ecclesiastical proceed-
iag ;™ an *“ ceclesiastical carthquake ;™
e “ceclesiastical  guillotine,™ et
Well might thic missionstics protest.

—A recent debate at tiic Postal and
Telegraph School shows very fairly the
pesent statusof woman inJapan. The
subject of debate was the question ax
a2 the employment of wwomen in the
pasioffices and tlegraph offices. The
wsalt of the delnlc was a slrong ma-
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Jority in favor of the following resolu-
tions: 1. It is a virtuous custom of
Japanese women from olden times to
remain athome nnd to apply themselves
to their domestic duties.
be employed in the government service
the consequence would be the neglect
of domestic affairs, and 2 pessible dis.
turbance of family Telationship. 2.
Women are by nature passionate and
difficult of control, 3, Women, being
devoid of the power of Judgment, are
unsuited for postal aflairs, which re-
quire knowledge of an abstract 2nd in-
ductive charmacter. 4, While it is of
Primary importance in postal affairs to
strictly observe, secrecy, the want of
caution in women cntirely incapacitates
them from undertaking zhis responsi-
bility —Jokn I.. Dearinr, Yolohama.

AFRICA.

~—1In Z unis, Sidi Ahmed, arecent con.
vert from Mohammedanism, after en-
during much persccution, was arresied
on baseless charges of such insanity as
made it unsafe for him to go at large,
and washeld fortwodays ; but then the
French authoritics., finding he was of a
sound mind and had done nothing in
the Teast culpable, sccured his release.

—Not long since Mr. T. E. Alrarez,
of the Church Missionary Socicty, nc-
companicd the Governor of Sierra Leonc,
by the Jatter’s invitation, oa a tour to
Falain, a town some 200 miles in the
interior. Five hundred ont of the 600
miles covered onthis journcy vere made
on foot.

—Acconling fo Belgian statistics,
there were imported into Congo State
Iast year IS caunon, 3544 rifles, 1,119,-
NS cartridges, 3,553.470 caps, and
1,783,710 litres {about 445,927 mallons) of
brandy. it is much to be feared that

life-giving forces werenol sent in cither
quantity or quality at all to malck the
deadiy weapons and deadly drinks.
—The Rakalanga live in constant fear
of witehes. One day a paor cripple
came {0 thc missianaries and asked for
wortk.  Bat what could they give him
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