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TUE " WILD oEr,0 BURMnAii.

WnEx the missionarios first landeci in Burmahi they were not everi
awvare of the e-xistence of the Karens or Rùrians or wd ea ruidt.
race inhiabitiug also Siamn and parts of China, dwelling in jungles aîl
mouintairus districts, and numbcring from 35,000 to 40,000. Tliq,
reckon themselves by familles, anci thougli a family should number hunl-
dreds0f souilsitlibas bit oiielouse. TheJir government is primitive andj
patriarchal. They iveur but littie clothing, generally a long sleeveless
shirt of coarse cotton. It is now si.xty years ago since these obscure
people were discovered by the Baptist missionaries. Thlcy wvere oppresscd
and virtually euslavcd by tho Burmans.

While their Burmau oppressors turned proudly aw yfrom the cross,
and clnng the dloser and the more resolutely to the follies ardc absurdi-
tics of tuheir athleistic idolatry, thlese humble people ecrgedl fromn their.
obscure hiding places and ziot only h3.ard the simple miessag", -,f the
gospel with a strange gladness, but bore the tîdings from village to
village tili liuiidrerls had beeîi baptized and added to the church of Goà.
Whierever the missionaries wveni the good news hadl preceded thcrn, aild
in even the most remnote, retired.and untraveled quarters thIley found(
some who, like Simeon, were w'aitiug for more liglit and preparcd for'
its reception. Side by side with preachin- iwent the mission sehools.
By lessons iii languzige and science, as well aF in the faith of Christ,
these devoted mou and women souglit, to, lcad the yomïg from tie
vanities, idolatries and si perstitions of tlieir ancestors; and dispiace the
doctrines of Gautama by the teachings of Jesus. The printing press
was also brouglit into r 2quisition. Within ton years afber the mission
ivas begun fonts of Lyp, ý ere prcpared iii each of the Karen dialects,
and thousauds of copies of books, tracts and portions of the '3rriptures
were publislhed. Tile natives spcaking the several languages socin
learned to print tliem and became '-,aluable helpers both iu producing
and distributing the issues of tho press.

17t may be worth while to trace at Icast the grand outlinc- of thiis
wonderful history o! modern gospel t- iurapbs. When in 1828 Mr'.
Boardman removed frora Iaulmain to Tavoy there 1 vod in bis fainilv
a middle-agYed man who had been a slave tili tho missionaries thCmsclvc'ý
purohased his freedom. Alreadv a couvert to Christiaility, soon after
their arrivalinl this stronghold if Gautama with its two hundred Buid-
dhist priests, this poor Kýaron wu.s bapLized. uis name wvas ho-Tliah-
byn. He was the first Karen convert; his 'urnirig to Christ ivas th(-
turning point in the history of the d-egi'aded race to whvlich ho belonged,


