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life and early death of Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer, a modern apostle of
the best stuff that men of our day are made of, and yet not too good
to give himself as a living and dying sacrifice to humanity in carrying
the word of God to those who have it not.

If blood and lineage counted for as much with us as it doesin Great
Britain, it would add greatly to our interest in the name of Keith-Fal-
coner to trace the noble ancestry of this son of the Earl of Kintore back
throngh the critical and stormy periods of British history, past the
standards of Bruce and Wallace, and back to the year 1010, in the
reign of Malcolm II., King of Scotland, when in a battle with the Dan-
ish invaders Robert Keith won by his valor the title of Hereditary
Great Marischal of Scotland.

But it is uot until 1856 that the life of our subject began ; and in the
years that followed from infancy to college life there is nothing that need
detain us save the generous and loving child, who was devoted to the
truth, had no patience with shams, had the largest sympathy, from
the first, with the suffering and needy, and found his greatest enjoy-
ment in seeing those about him happy and comfortable. He was a
faithful and interested student of the Scriptures from the time of his
earliest reading.  His old nurse tells of his going about to the cottages
of the peasants soon after he was seven years old, and reading the
Bible and trying to explain it. On one occasion, having saved his
pocket money for the purpose, he went to the store and bought for
himself some cakes of a favorite kind, but on his return he met a
hungry-looking boy and promptly gave them all to him. These things
were never known at home save as some one else than he chanced to
mention them, but they reveal thus early a vein of pure gold which
was to enrich the later life.

It is stimulating to know that with these gen.erous qualities he was
not of that solemn, sickly and unenterprising sort which so many good
children are represented to be. He came to the front in athletics;
and being six feet and three inches tall and finely proportioned in his
manhood, his physical contests were a sight worth seeing. He became
president of the London Bicyele Club, and was not content with any-
thing less than the championship of all England, which he won in
1878 by five yards in a five-mile race with John Keen, then the cham-
pion professional of Great Britain. In 1882 he was the first to accom-
plish that remarkable journey on the wheel from Land’s End to John
("Groat’s house, nearly 1,000 miles, which he accomplished in thirteen
days, Asa phonographer also he would probably have ranked second
only to Isaae Pitman. He was the author of the article on Shorthand in
the ¢ Enevclopeedia Britannica,” which is a marvel of comprehensive
and condensed aceuracy.

In college there were others more brilliant than he, but none more
interested, independent and persistent ; and his stubborn persistence




