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and later one by one by the tide of merriment even these were swept away.
For more than two hours I continued 3 the ovation anded with a vote of
thanks, which was followed by a rousing three cheers, and urgent invita-
tions to come again. This lecture went the rounds with large gatherings
in every place.  Only once did I face failure or catastrophe, and that was
in a Scandinavian community. There was ignorance unusually dense even
for Gtah, but what was worse, the sense of humor was utterly absent from
every cranimm, so that my best attempts to be fumny evoked only a few
sickly smiles, while the multitude of facos were without expression, or
else wore a look of wonder mingled with honest desire to see the point.
The predicament was appalling, but presently 1 concluded to endeavor to
pluck victory from the very jaws of defeat by omitting all the choicest
witlicisms, and devote mysclf to explainng the mild remainder. And
actually found that a third or fourth repetition in varying phirase, coupled
with explanations as to exactly where and why they should laugh, were
certain to produce satisfactory contortions of the face ang swayings of the
entire body.

My next venture was with a lecture intended to combine entertainment
with instruction.  Africa was the theme chosen, with a large wall map to
hold the eye. I enlarged upon the continent, iis population, the course
of discovery, progress of missions, etc. When I told of the 3323 wives
of the king of Ashantec, and suggested that there was polygamy worth
having, some would suspeet that I was hur!ing a profanc fing at ** geles-
tial marriage.”  Again geod andiences greeted me wherever I went, and a
most respectful hearing was accorded.  ** The World and its Wonders™
was the subject of the third lecture with which I would prepare the way
for the preaching of the Word, Maps of the hemispheres, each seven by
seven feet, astonished the people by their size, and by sugzesting how
wealthy the lecturer must be to possess them, Oceans, mountain ranges,
voleanoes, earthquakes, and the rest were duly touched upon.  Steady
Progress In every particnlar conld be traced, but it seemed clearly best to
go the rounds yet once more, preparing the soii to receive the good seed.
* The Land we Live In”’ was meant to kindle patriotic enthusiasm for the
Cuion and its institations, to show how vast and mighty it was, and how
insignificant a fraction of it was Ttah, which on the IHome Missionary
Socicty’s map, twelve fect square, could be almost covered by the two
haads.  Bui, morcover; the lecturer discoursed at length upon the physi-
@l marvels of the Great Salt Lake Rasin ; and how the wisest were stag-
gered to find that a Gentile, a mere sojourner, so altogether outknew them,
piesis and bishops that they were, concerning the * valleys of the monn-
tains,” in which the bulk of their Iives had been spent. By this time it
had come to pass (Yaving long before Tearned that I was a clergyman)
that many were really ready and curions to hear what he might have to
Sy upon heavenly things, who once and again kad spoken upon things
eanbly to their pleasure and cdification. Nor when I began to preach a
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