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Without discussing the question of introducing such a lawv, it sceins
clear thiat the rate of Christian givinrr is xîot adcquate to the wants of
Christ's cause in the world, ner even with the increase of wealth among
Christian mon. Tuie tîme lias coine for a reconsideration, of the motive
and amount of giving, especially for the extension of Christ's kingrdom,
and wlîctlier the New Testament does flot furnishi a better solution than
thc OId. \Ve shall briefly consider whiat Christ lias said on the subjeet.
Withi a vie-% to ascertain what our Lord tauglit about znoney, and the rule
Of giving for what are called Christianî objects, I lhave Iately gone throughl
a harnîony of the Gospel history, so as to avoid repetition of the saine pas-
sage as recorded in more thaîi one of the synoptic narratives. Thie resuit
lias been to me a revelation. 1 hiad no idea tlîat our Lord liad referred to
money with anything like thîe frequency Mee.lias done. 1 liad read an in-
teresting article on the subjeet, in the Expositor for 1888 by the Rev. Fi. F.
Emerson, but a personal searclh lias greatly increased My -%vonder at the
frequency, variety, and importance of the references. Nunerically, these
references to îaoncy are four or five tiincs more frequent than to, any other
one subject of 1is teachiuxîg. 1 couîîted not fewer than fifty references te,
Inoney in the course of Our Lord's brief ininistry, iii the briefer record of
lu-s sayings. That this did xiot arise froim Chirist's biogIrapher hiaving
given undue prominence to, this departm-ent of luis teaching is seen fri
the interesting fact that the onily instance cf a saying of Chirist's being
quoted f romi apostolic tradition outside of the four evangelists; is eue
about mnoney :" It is niore blessed to give thian to, receive. " And 'auli
quotes it as if it -%vere a f requent utterance of the Savior.

One reason Nvhy Christ so fi-cqutently spoke of xnoncy is obvious. It
occuipies se constant and influential a place ini the daily life of cvery Chris-
tian that, if life is to be a unity, the place occupied by mioney miust bc
clearly defined, se that it inay take its proper placeýý in the life cf faith as
one of thc " ailI things'' whiehi were t< 1w dune " ini the naie cf the Lord
Jesus," and " te the glcry of God."'

Jolui .Ruskin wvas greatly struck withl this featuire of our Lurdt's teacli-
ing, and I stial take thie liberty cf quoting his stridng(r %vords froni Mr.
Emýnezsoni's && article." -We ighzDt Ihive thioughrt, says Ruskin, '' if Wvê
had been aske what a Divine teacher would be îîîost likely te teacli, that
lGe would liave left inferier peî.seîa to give directions about uioney, and
Iliinself oly hIave Spokeîî cencering faith and love and the discipline of
the paionics, and the guilt uf crimes cf soîîl aiguinst seuil. But lnt se
lIe ýspe:ik-s iii gencral terins about tliese. But Hec dees net speak parables
about thien, for all mni's ieinories, ner permit Iinxseif tierce indignation
againist thexu ini ail men's siglit. T1he 1>harisees briug Humi an adulteress.
Rue ývrites lier forgiveness ini the dust cf whichi He hiad formed lier. An-
nther, despised of all for kniown sin, lie recognized as the giver cf unt-
ktotwn love. But wvith a whip) of smnall cords île drivos out cf tiie temple
trathliekers and thiieves ; while. the practical comnînand tu tuie orily seelzer


