What ts a suitable Support for @ Minister?

August.

Religious Miscellany.

MIND OF JESUS.
THANKFULNESS.
«] thank thee, O Father, Lord « fheaven
and earth.”—Aatt. zi. 25.

A thankful spirit pervaded the entire
tife of Jusus, and surrounded with a hea-
venly halo His otherwise darkened path.
In moments we least expect to find it,
this beavteous ray breaks through the
cloom. In instituting the memoral of
His death, He “gave thanks!™ Lven
in crossing the Kedron to Gethsemane,
+ He sang an hymn !”

We know in seasons of deep sorrow

and trial that everything wearsa gloomy
aspeet.  Dumb Nature herself to the
burdened spirit seems as if she partook
in the hues of sadness.  The life of Je-
sus was one continuous experience of
privation and woe—a * Valley of Baca,”
from first to last; yet, amid accents of
plaintive sorrow, there are ever heard
subdued undertones of ¢iankfulness and
joy !
Ah, if He, the suffering ¢ Man of
Sorrows,” could, during a life of unpa-
ralleled woe, lift up His heart in gratetul
acknowledgzment to His Father in hea-
ven, how ought the lives of those to be
one perpetual “hymn of thankfulness,”
who are from day to day and hour to
hour (fer all they have, both tenporally
and spiritually) peasioners on God’s
bounty and love !

Reader! cenltivate this thankful spirit ;
it will be to thee a perpetual feast.—
There is or ought to be, with us o such
thing as small mercies ; all are great, be-
cause the least are undeserved, Indeed,
areally thankful heart will extract motive
for wratitude from every thing,making the
most even of scanty blessings. St Paul,
when in his dungeon at Rome, a prisoner
in chains, is heard to say, “1 have al/,
and abound !”

Guard, on the other hand, against that
spirit of continual fretting and moping
over fancied ills; that temptation to ex-
aggerate the real or supposed disadvan-
tages of our condition, magnifying the
trifling inconveniences of every-day life
into enormous evils, Think rather, how
much we have to be thankful for. The
world in which we live, in spite of all
the scars of sin and suffering upon it, is
a happy world. {t is not, as many would
morbidly paint it, flogded with tearsand
strewh with wrecks, plaintive*with a

perpetual dirge of sorrow. True, the
« BEverlasting Hills" are in glory, but
there are numberless eminences  of
grace, and love, and merey below ; many
areen spots in the lower valley, many
move than we deserve !

God will revard a thankful spirit.—
Just as on earth, when a man receives
with gratitude what is given, we are
more disposed to give again, so also,
« the Lord loveth” a cheerful ¢ receiver,”
as well as a cheerful ¢ giver.”

Let ours, morcover, be a Guospel
thankfulness. Let the incense of a
prateful spirit rise not only to the
Great Giver of all good, but to our
Covenant God in Christ. Let it be the
spirit of the child exulting in the boun.
ty and beneficence of his Father's house
and home! * Giving thanks alway for
all things unto God and the Father, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ?

While the sweet melody of gratitude
vibrated though cvery successive mo-
ment of our daily being, let love to our
adorable Redeemer show for whom and
for what it is we reserve our mnofes of
lofiiest and most fervent praise. Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable gift}
“ARM YOURSELVES LIKEWISE WITIL

THE SAME MIND.” '

WHAT IS A SUITABLE SUP-
PORT FOR A MINISTER.

We have been thinking of the reason
that the support and comfort of minis-
ters and their families seems to be so hit-
tle understood. We bave come to the
conclusion that it is because it has not
beeu fairly discussed. There isa deli-
cacy about it which keeps ministers from
discussing it thoroughly themselves, and
laymen are not sufficiently interested in
jt. Elders and deacons ought to do it,
but have sadly neglected it.

We have been laying a slight founda-
tion for a rather general discussion of
the subject of the ministry, by settling
with our friends D.- H. E, a Country
Pastor, and P. F. S, the kinds ol em-
ployment that are lawful for ministers.
In order to put ourselves right with all
parties, too, we said some tolérab'y hard
things touching Indolence in the Minis-
try. At another time, when it will do
more good, we shall wish to discuss the
subject of a Sustentation Fund for Pas-
tors. At present we wish so make st ae



