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à1N ONTARIO PARLIAMENTARYI
LIBRARY3 AND THE &RAI4TS 'F0 MEEHANlCS1

INSTITUTES,

Vearc glad ta sec that tho new Pro% iincial Aduninis-
tration lias proposcd, and tiiat the Parliament lias on-
ilorsedl the expenditure of a cunsiderablo :iiiiount for the-
purchaso cof books for the L.a.gisiative Librury. Thjis
if eV departure " frain the paxsitnony of tlic late adinîn-
istroation. -%ill ho hailed with sati-àfactioii; nid, Nve dlotbt
tut, thse liberri1 appropriation wçi11 bear fruit in the ili-

crea.sed facilities and aids it ivill fîîrnisi to intelligent
legisiation. !i tise necessity for tvorks of refèrence, in
jurisprudence, constitnttiozzls lîistory, and the science of
governlent, as wull as in the niany imiportant works iii
gineral literature bearhîg on questions freqîîentiy dis-
cussedl in legisiation, it is Dot a littie sîsrprising tlint thie
lote Governinent, whule hiaviuog an ample excisequer,
should bave dedlined ta onake su necessary au expend-
iture- as this. It is ail the more anomalous, ilso, tiîat
the Library shauld have been su negiected wici it is
borne in nind tlîat tliere is n large soin due the Provinîce
by thie Dominion Governmnent ns its interest in the gen-
eral library assuxaed by thse Ottawva autiiorities at con-
federation, and that thougli this suin1 -vas Dot defiiîitely
aijnsted anà iminediateiy availalole, yet it. wm certain,
ultinaately, ta be placed ta the creulit of the Province
and oeight have beeru drtiwin against, even if niu siteial
appropriation had been miade.

TILe preseut appropriation, tiîoîî;h, of iccuric, vote.1
apeci.slly in thse iaterest of LeZçisi:îttur:s, uvili îîoreaver be
gritiffying ta the large professitîî.îl auni gez-îi reailiing
publie of thse Citl wvho feel thi! Nv.itt tif an ilsoirtaut alla
s'!zt3sible reference library ; ti.t %ve trust th-at iii tise
preicnt fouadation And prospective addition-; ta the
P>arliaitîîoîîtary Libî'ary, the Capital of thse Province wvîll
bereliered froni thse discredit c~f nut poss*esîîg an avai-
able and wvell.eqniipped public librarýy.

Anotiier coînnicudable appropriation, wîiseiy p)rup)st4d
'by tb.e new Goverament, and Nvlidu:l is creulitabie tu tiseir
intelligence and hiberality, is the increused uidi ta
31evlxauies Instittate libraries, and the prou istun of
-ni terial lîe]p ta tiseir funda3 siîouid they be fotund ta be
«Properly nsuîîaged, andi conifeui, in the purchase of
auditions to their library, to'the class or wvorks the Gov.
-_ruraezt desire ta na them ta acquire.

'iiese Institutes perforni good- service tn flic State lu
~iay districts where they are intelligently and actively

condiivted; and, as- 1 îîaîulîar euiîcntors." their influence
niot be iniportant in the country.

A geiîcrotîs annual gfranit ta fliese lInstitutions, Nvith
proper restrictions gaverning flic iîivestiticîits for the
libînvy ns tu techîxîlcul warks, iiiaiiuals; of useful refer-
curee, hîistories, biographies, nd iîîîpurtaîît works ni
trsavel aiîd researcli, &P., i'; iait deoirabie, and muîst bc
proulîîetive a! the iîigliest beîîutit ta the peuple. More-
ovin-, aid, iv'e xnay lie perîîîitted ta ,ay, iin !hir direct

,ia p-to the re.spettive trunstees uf tiiesie libraries, axîd
vhîiciî shall leave thensi free to inaIe their purchases iii

the class of %vorks niost serviu-eabic ta tlieir waîits, anîd
ab-et (sf the- titaughit c'îîd cidltïe of tie lrnes, %vill
sîîanifestly bu lucore senîsiblie thîni the -rants for surit
ilivestnnients; au the intehligeîîî'e (?) of the Educationà
Departinent book-shiop naIse, au lfiist upoxi furiiishing,
nîc1îns u-#nta the Sciîool Boards cf tue Provinice
Heaven free the couintry froni tlic continnance of ti
cvii, andi tubs libel cnii iîtelligent, iiicdern and legitiiante

one %word niore rcgarding tiiese Institutes. Lot tuent
bu generouaiy aidcdl, and every facility givehi for tlheir
extensioîîanti devi-lopuient, coupled, ns is lociiîîgjrovide(l,
witli proper inspectionî and supervision . nd wlule the
Legisiatîr is at preselît disrîîssing the app)ortianînenst
Iof tihi public fun-ls-hiapliily inzre-asin- iii tIse Treasury
1 beyciil our wauti-tc enterprises of a uuaterial kind,
1regard siimlild Ie lad ta tue Iiigbe-r wants aud inteliec-

1tuai oîiLste f tue pcipbe.

OUR NATIVE SCHOOL BOOKS,
TîîE long existent dissatisfaction with most cf thse
Tre\t Books authorized for use in tue Schools of thse
Province is again breakiag onît ini ioud colnplaints

tfraun iany quarters, thnongb, iately, the adverse
cî-iticisiii cf their ancrits has been sjîccially directeul
1lgpii1-. recent additions ta tise list. Nuthing eau tue
i mare unforttunate than thiat our Educ-ational. systenui
slil-1llbave the drawvbac, cf 'different text-boocs;

Iaud, it is very much tu bo regretted thttebd
dignified uviti the tithe of «"Çouneil of Publie lu-
%sttiitioil," shiould ho eithier so locrifunctory in tise
pserformnance o hr g dte, or so committeil
ta the emplaymnent af native talent, irrespective of
tise consideration cf brains and capacity for thse u-ork.
Desirable1 in uuany respects, as it is thrit aur scisools
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