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AN ONTARIO PARLIAMENTARY
LIBRARY, AND THE GRANTS TO MECHANICS’
INSTITUTES,

Woeare glad to see that the new Provincial Adminis-
tration has proposed, and that the Parliament has en-

dorsed the expenditure of a cunsiderable amount for the |

parchsse of books for the Lugislative Library. This
“pew departure” from the parsimony of the late admin-
istration will he hailed with satisfaction ; and, we doubt
ot, the ibersl appropriation will beav fruit in the in-
creased facilities and aids it will furnish to intelligent
legislation. 1n the necessity for works of reference, in
jurisprudence, constitutional history, and the science of
government, as well as in the many important works in
gueral literature bearing on questions frequently dis-
cussed in legislation, it is not a little surprising that the
e Government, while having an ample exchequer,
shonld have declined to make so mecessary au expend-
itere asthis. Itis all the more anomalous, also, that
the Library should have been so neglected when it is
borne in mind that there is a large sum due the Province
by the Dominion Government as its interest in the gen-
eral Zibrary assumed by the Ottawa authorities at con-
federation, and that though this sum was not definitely
aljusted and immediately aveiluble, yet it was certain,
ultimately, to be placed to the credit of the Province
aud might have been drawn against, even if no special
sppropriation had been made.

The preseut appropriation, though, of eourse, voted
specially in the interest of Legislators, will moreover be
gutifying tothe large professional anl geweral reading
pablic of the City who feel the want of an importantand
axessible reference library; and we trust that in the
prient foundation and prospective additions to the
Palianmentary Library, the Capital of the Province will
bereliered from the discredit of not possessiuy an avail-
able and well-equipped public library.

Another commendable appropriativn, wisely propased
Yythe new Government, and which is creditable to their
imelligence and liberality, is the increused uid to
Jehavics® Institate lbravies, and the provision of
materdal help to their funds should they be found to be
Prperly managed, and conferm, in the purchase of
allitions to their library, to'the class of works the Gov-
~>nmexnt desire to aid them to acquire.

These Institutes perform good service ta the State in
Imy distriets where they are intelligently and actively

conducted; and, as-* popular educators,” their influence
must be important in the country.

A generous annual grant to these Institutions, with
proper restrictions governing the investments for the
library as to technical works, manuals of useful refur-
ence, histories, bingraphies, aud important works ot
travel and research, &e., is most desirable, and must be
productive of the highest benelit to the people.  More-
over, aid, we may he permitted to say, in this direct
manaer, to the respective trustees of these libraries, and
} which shall leave them free to make their purchases in

the class of works most serviceable to their wauts, end

abreast of the tought aad cdlure of the times, will
| manifestly be more sensible than the grants for suck
investments as the intelligence (¢) of the Education
Department book-shop make, an 13iisist upon furnishing,
nolens eolens, to the School Boards of the Province !
Heaven free the conntry from the continuance of thi.
evil, and this libel on intelligent, modern and legitiinate
bookselling !

One word more regarding these Institutes. Let them
be generously aided, and every facility given for their
extension and development, coupled, asis being provided,
with proper inspection and supervision ; and while the
Legislature is at present discussing the apportionnent
of the public funds—happily increasing in the Treasury
| beyond our wants—to enterprises of a material kind,
| regard should be had to the higher wants and intellec-
! tual necessities of the people.
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OUR NATIVE SCHOOL BOOKS.

THE long existent dissatisfaction with most of the
Text Books nuthorized for use in the Schools of the
Provinee is again breaking out in loud compleints
from mauny quarters, though, lately, the adverse
| eritivism of their merits has been specially directed
wgainst recent additions to the list. Nothing can be
I inore unfortunate than that our Educational system
shoull have the drawback of ‘adifferent text-books ;
aud, it is very much tu be regretted that the body
dignitied with the title of “*Council of Public Ixn-
struction,” should be either so perfunctory in the
perforinance of their high dutics, or so committed
to the employment of native talent, irrespective of
the consideration of brains and capacity for the work.
Desirable, in many respects, as it is that our schools




