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elector wvere confined to voting for one
candidate unconditionally, a large nutmber
of the voting-papers would be rendered use.
less. Such wvould be the case wvith al
votes polled for candidates who had already
been declared elected by returnitig-officers;
with rnany of the votes polled for candi-
dates wvho, though failing to obtain the
quota ini one constituency, hiad polled much
more than it froi the united votes *of elec-
tors ini many different constituencies, and
such also wvould be the case with ail votes
polled for candidates wvho had failed to ob-
tain the quota. To meet this difficulty,
Mr. Hare has devised the systein of con-
tingent-voting, by which the elector is per-
niitted to place the names of several candi-
dates on his voting-paper, and to direct
that bis vote shall be given to the candi-
date whose narne stands first on the Iist;
but that in case he shall have polled the
quota and beenl declared elected before
this voting-paper cornes to be counted, bis
vote shait be transferred to the second
narne on the Iist; if he has been previously
elected, to the third narne, and so on
throughout the list Consequently the Re-
gistrar, atter assorting the voting-papers,
ascertaining the number of votes polled for
each candidate, and deciaring elected
those candidates who had received more
than the quota-would take the overplus
voting-papers for candidates already elected,
cancel their narnes on thern, and distri-
bute the votes to the candidates standing
second on the list, to whorn the elector
hiad dcsired that is vote should be g.,.-eaý
in case the candidate standing first on his
list shoultl fot want it. Thien, as soon as
any candidate>s quota had been cornpleted
by the transfer of these second votes to
hum, his naine wvould be cancelled on -dll
the remaiming voting-papers, and the votes
assigned to, the candidates standing third
on the list, and so on until ail the surplus
votes had been distributed according to the
electors' orders. The simplicity of this
operation will becomne apparent if we sup-
pose the first assortinent of the voting-
papers to have revealed the fact that forty
candidates had polled the quota ; and that
after their election their naines stili stood
llrst on 20,000 voting-papers ; that their
naines were then cancelled on ail of these,
and the papers appropriated to the candi-
dates whose naines stood second on thein ;

thn'at the différent batehes of papers were
then recounted, when it might appear
that the addition of these 20,000 votes to
the first votes for previously unelected can-
didates liad cornpleteci the quotas of ten or
flfteen more, and Ief~t a surplus of io,000
votes; that the naines of these t<cn Or
fifteen wvould then be cancelled on this
surplus, and the papers assigned to those
candidates ivhose naines stood third on
thern, and so on until the whole of the
original surplus Of 20,000 votes had been
distributed. It is true, indceed, that this is
not exactiy Mr. Hare's mode of proceduire ;
his systena is really less tedious than the
above would be, but I use this illustration as
the principle can thus be expiained in the
fewvest wvords. At this point, however, arises
another difflculty ; aIl the surplus votes
have been distributed, but possibly the
quotas of only seventy-five members have
been comleted. There would conse-
quently rcrnain thirteen memnbers to be
elected, and the 13,000 votes necessary to
that election mnighit be distributed amiongst
forty different candidates, none of wvhoin
had polled the quota. To seule wvhich of
these should be declared elected, and to
secure an exact equality in the votes for
every member of the Huse, it was at fitst
proposed Io cancel the naines of candidates
having the sniallest numnber of votes, and
transfer their votes to the candidates stand-
ing nex- on the list, and to carry on the
process un til only so niany candidates 'vere
left as would suffice to supply the House.
But for many reasons this scheme %vas
ahandoned, and it is now proposed to take
the numnber necessary to cornplete the
bouse by declaring elected those candi-
dates wvhose naînes, at the distribution of
the surplus votes, stand at the head of the
greatest number of voting-papers. Thus
in Ontario the bouse would be completed
by declaring elected the thirteen candi-
dates whlo had polled the largest number
of votes next below the quota. Mr. Hare
calculates that by this method about one-
thirteenthl of the votes polled might fail to
influence the actual elections ; but goes on
to, show that none of these electors need
be left unrepresented, as it is almost cer-
tain that there iýill be on their voting-
papers the naines cf somne of the elected
candidates. He therefore proposes to
assign their vrotes to such of the elected
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