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before him. 1 have done no borta! and! is this al
that can ieb pIed, aupposing the assertion ta bie
tres Are the high faculties of mind, of meral,
and spiritual action, to lie buried, instead of being
daîg out cf the lowest depihe of man's nature and
poliahed and adorned au fit for the temple of Got!?
la the proclaiming theglory of theDivine Beingboth
in sontimentand action, the imitating the character
of bleÉtset benevolence in interentirse with others,
the rising in attainments of the gifts and grîces of
a butter spirit thon what naturally eluaracterizcs
man-to beeoteemed mattersofsuch trifliiîg impor-
tance, that titeir neffiect will meetwith no condemn-
nation 1 Such was the reasoning of the slothful
servant, who, though entrusted with but one talent
yet bound it up In a napkic and hid it in the eatth.
His ressoning tlîat lie lbat doue no harrn dit! fot ex-
cuse hlm before hie mauter; "easet ye the unprefita-
hie servant into outer darkneâs,"1 wa. thejudgment
procuneed upon hjm.

Again, many flatter themeelves au being righte-
eue befoie Got!, from, their havicg done good.

This too in a cemmon kind of rigliteoumness
plid by nlany, and inasmuch as it is of an af-
firmative description, it is more eagerly clung to
thon the negative one we have mentionet!; but
still like the former, il. indicates a mind very ira-
perrectly acquaintet! with the system cf faîth and
practice tauglit in the New Testament. "They
bave been just in their dealings with Cthers, they
have often shewn pity te the afihictet!, tbey have
been charitable te the poar. tbey have even assiat
ed ini the work cf promcoticg and uupporting the
Gospel." But in this the righteousness of the
Kingdom cf Heaven ? le human justice, that which
svery man, being himself bis own judge, considers
te be sufficiently just and right to his neighbour,
that justice whiecb fulils the will of Him
who is infinite in justice and ne respecter of per-
zoes WiII tîat pity which now and then vibrates
on the iron chord of the selflsh heart satisfy
Iim, who is aIl nerciful, full cf pity and! comn.
passion? WiII the profession cf benevolence, with
now aud then an extension cf the cold baud cf
tharity, corne up te the extent cf the will cf thatý
being who is love, and! requires mon te love bisi
neighbour as hinielf 1 Will the parting with al
little cf this wcrid's abundance for thse support cf
religion, more by constraint thon by free will, not
ne often as a matter cf the laat consideration as cf
the &ist, when evcry ether demaud has been met
with, appear as rigliteousccss before hlm, who hbu
said ",Give tinte the Lord the firat fruits ofycur in-~
creaseY" Besides we would ask who more cor-'
retin fufiflling the righteousness of theilaw thaîs

Paul before his conversion, flot only living blame-

leu ascccrding te the ru les of the stricteot met in
bis days, yet no Nar frein esteeming hie righteous-
cees after conversion as of any avail before Goil,
hie exclaimpil 4what, things wete gain for me, t1inse
1 ceîsuted lens for Christ." Or what meanets
the graphîie langusge of the prnphet,igaiI or riglit-
eousi essies are as filtby rage, aud or iniquitieu like
the wiud have csrried tisawayT' It is granted that
the manifestation ef macy of the virtues wlaich can
esîdoar man te, hi. hoire, his neiglibour acd hie
contry, may raise him high in the just estimation
cf lus felîowo, may shed a lustre ever hi@ naine, a
haie of gratitude even ever his departed remain,-
but wlîat may do for earth,may net do fur Heaven.
To live te man and ta five to God arc net the maine
things. Auepitaph on hi. tombatoce may net provo
a breast plate cf rigbteou.cees befere the judg-
ment sent of Christ ; and the enrol)ing his name
in the world's listcry may net be the enrolling it
in the Lamb's book of life. A maninay be aIl thal
the world couid wish him te be, may shewmruchi of
that sweetness sud geedncss of character flowing
frei an amiable temperiaud yetiike the young man
in thse Gospel, though wcrthy thse esteem and cein.
icendatien cf men, hie may bie mourned ever au net
of the Kingdemn of God. If one mac could by hie
own righteouscess vender himseeW well plessing te,
Got!, wlsy miglit net another, why might net eil?
Many cf the ileathen ishew equal goodesu and
kindcess with many in a Christian land. If this
righteousness then were eneugh, what was thse
need of the revelation froin Heaven of a
righteousneas which is by failli

But again, macy flatter theiselves with beicg
righteous from their using the meana ofgroiee.

This is anether Maild cf righ:eousness pIed by
many as a refuge before God-"11 have beenaread-
er cf my Bible, 1 have maintained thse forin cf re-
ligion in my farnily, 1 have ebservcdl tIse Sibbsth,
attended the sanctuaty, and availedl myseif cf thse
highest crdicances of Divine ippointmect." But is
this the rigliteeusness required cf man by Ged? If
se there wouîd be lesa reason for the complaint et
the prophet "1whe bath believed our report and ta
whom, is the arm of the Lord revealedl"-and noce
for that siying of the apostle "thcy are net ail lu.
raci who are of lerael." The vatiou. ordinances
of religion are net grace, but cnly the mciii, cf
grace ; the external. conducters by which the un-
seen life and seul cf godlcesa may b. communi-
cated te man, thse pipes by which the waters cf life
flow frein their fountain hcad te supply thse wanta
of thse faithful; they are but the outuide of religion
and thougli prizcd by the spiritual :ninaea au that
wbieh keepa frein the view of thse worîd, what in
hidden with Christ ini G od) 7et they will b. piie


