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sity of greater exertion. 'fli rnost of the people iwho, formed the Secessioii
were the godly of flic lowor rank.8 of society, andi were incompetent judges of
the amnount necessary for the support of their nilunisters in tho station in wliich
bhey ivcro obliged to movo. To plain peoplé, living by ùheir daily labour, £100
a year appeared to be a largo income. I ±ecollect of a pious tradesman -%vlo
hd a saary of £50, to support his fttrà.ly, wlio conscientiously objected to
raise his minisier's stipend from £15q) to Z200, because, judging from his own
expenses, hie -vas satisfied that the minister had enougli, or moro'than enough
already. f recolleet of another case, Nvhero a very worthy man, in one of the
1argcer'chies, devoted to bis minister, objected to raise his stipend to, £300 per
annum, which was not more than adequate, because lie thouglit it would be
injurious to his pastoral fidlelity to make bim a companion for princes. It-%was
-Froin ignorance and inexporience on the part of the people, and not froxu îýàr-
Mmnony, that the stiponds were often inadequate.

Itwas quite differont lu the late Free Ohurcli movenient. 13y thiat time, dis-
sent was commnon, and even in a worldly view was not disreputable ; and the
ministers of thec Secsso conregations, and of other denominations,esci
aIly in the larger citics, had incomes whieh could bear comparison wth t hose
of the Establishment. Society wvas rnuch advanced, and the nxinds of the people
in geuîeral more enlarged. liesides, thc Disruption brouglit away froni the
letablishmentî multitudes of the more wealthy and influential classes, and
cren sortie of ther nobility; and the matter of uxinisterial support ivas at once
made an essential elemenb in the movement. This was ail riglit. B3ut ai
that early period, wheu the Secession arose, it was unattainable ; for the first
Seceders did not corne out, but were thrust odt, of the National Churcli. They
were, howcver, in part to blame, as being 0 eiaewtitepol bu
the nieans of support. 1 amn not sure if Mr. Wilson of Perth lived to receive
anything in the way of stipend from bis people. Ris death took place during
the second year after the ministers of flic Associate Presbytcry -were, finally
deposed; and a document lu possession of the writer, who is a descendant of
that venerable mirister, scems to intimate, that his le'gal support was ruade up
to bis fa-m.dy by the Town Counicil of Per.th aSter bis decease. Yr. MoUcHRie
bis neiglibour and friend, being an independent landed proprietor, refused te
take stipend from his people, which, thougli well meant, was calculated to,
have, and actually -%vas afterwards found to, have, au in3jurious influence ou 'his
congregation, lu regard to flic support of lis successors. If is sàid that 14r.
Erskine, of D)unfermline, -with one of the largest congregationg, ac.tuâlly~ died
in debt, frorn thu inconsiderateness of bis people, to whom, if had flot gicurred
tha-,t it was their duty f0, provide for bis ample support, aud who could have
donc it, without au effort.

These remarks will serve to, show how it happened that the Secession, in
so me quarters, werc bebind iu the supp)ort of th cir ministers. It was this that
led f0 the present discussion iu the General Associafe Synod, and to the re-
conimendation wvhich was issued. 0f this the f'ollowing is the tenor:

"As it bath plcascd God, by the foolisbness of preaching, to save them that
believe; as a Gospel ministry is a standing ordinance in fthc Churcli, appointed,
by our God and Redeemer; and as our Lord hafli ordained, that they who preachi
the Gospel should live by tlic Gospel-lt becomes thxe duty of every Ohurcli,
and bas been the practice of evcry pure one, to, take care, that this ordinance
of Christ bc observed, and bis laws respecting it obeyed: And whereas it 15
appreliend.,d, that there are varions congregations under the inspection of this
Synod, Nvhich are greatly defective, lu supporting the Gospel among thein, ae-
coe'ding to their nuxnbers, abilities, and engagements iu the eaUl which. they
subscribed te, their ministers:

"1It is therefore, bumbly overtured to the rev. Synod, that they would take
this inatter into theii consideration, and thaf au .Act be muade by themr to, the
following purpose, or witb sucix alterations and ameudments as shall bo thougit.
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