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Eý-DMUND SPENSER.

BY THIE REV. WILLIAM CLARK, M\.A., DCLF....

Professor of.2Mental and Moi-al Phîiloso»hy, Trinity University, T'oronto.

Edmund Spenser, the "Prince
of Pocts," was born in London,
probably in the year 155:2, ae.d
died at Westminster, January 16,
1599, almost three hundred years
ago, wlien lie wvas scarcely forty-
seven years of age. 0f Spenser
it may be said that lie wvas the
greatest figure but onc in the
greatest past age of English litera-
turc, the grcatest bctwvccn Chaucer
and Milton, witli the exception of
that one who towers above ail pre-
decessors and successors, Williamn
Sh~akespeare. Almost of Spenser,
as of his mighity contemporary, it
may be said, "I-He wvas flot of an
age, but for ail tiinc." 0f him it
is truc, as of Burns, thlat lie gaincd
thc car and thc lîcart of his couii-
trymen at once, and nieyer lost
thcrn.

Spenser was thc first great
nmodcrn poct of Englanid. Chiaucer
bclongcd to thc Miidile Ages, ancl
-the Wars of the Roses had
quenclicd the voicc of song in thc
nation. The pocts wlio prccded
Spenser, in thc revival of the art,
are flot unworthy of honour, but
they hardly even preparcd the wvay
for Spenser, who drew his inspira-

i 0T E.-In the mionth of January will hocolebratod throughout Christendom the ter-
centenary annivorsary of the death of thegreat Englisli poet, -who gave the world the"Faërio Queene." Wle, tlhrefore, requested
Profossor Clark, of Trinity University, wlio
is so justly famed for bis studios 'in theliterature of the -spaclous timos of Qnoen
Elizabeth," to favour this magaiewta
paper on Edmund Spenser. Athogli one
of the busiost, of mon, Dr. Clark kindlyacceded to, that request, and lias furnished
the accompanying admirable paper-ono ofmany sinîllar evidences of bis kindnoss and
good--%jll to tho MLetlhodist Churelh in Can-
ada.-ED.

tion dhicfly from Chaucer, whom,
in his " Facrie Qucene," lie calledl,

Dan Chaucer, well of Englisil undofi1ed,
On faines etornal boadroil wvorthy to be

filed."

It is chiefly owing to tlîis ad-
miration for his great predecessor
tlîat the languag-e of Spcnscr is s0
mudli more archiaîc than that of
his contemporaries.

If Spenser wvas not grcatly in-
dcbted to his immediate predeces-
sors, lic -vas ccrtainly not un-
affcctcd by thc character of the
agye in ývhicli lic livcd. Born
about thc end of thc reign of E d-
ward VI., lie xvas but six years of
agc whien Elizabeth came to, the
throne, and hie died four years be-
fore thc Qucen. It is supcrfiuous
to dwcll on thc grcatncss of the
Elizabethan pcriod, but it is wcll
to remember thc wvondcrfu1 sur-
roundings of the poet. Sir Wal-
ter Raleigli -%vas born in thc saine
year; Hooker a ycar later, and
livcd also forty-seven years. Sir
Philip Sidney wvas born in 1554,
and became one of Spcnscr's dear-
est fricnds, dying at the early age
of thirty-two, of thc wvounds re-
ceivcd at the battle of Zutfen
(1586). Bacon was but nine
years later than Spenser, and aftcr
hiim, at an interval of thrce ycars,
came Shakespeare; and then Ben
Jonson, and Beaumont and
Fletcher, Webster, Heywood, and
Massinger, and niany more. The
Renaissance and thc Reformation
hiad stirred the minds of men to
their depths, and the spirit of
patriotism and dhivalry had
awakened and put on its strengtli
as it lad not for many a day, for


