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r or nowr ). whether @ mrow' loa th o. whichis rather theoreti-|lost by the othor. If ghis rotained in the
poter (por, p pour), whether © prow?’{go this advantoge, whichis rarhe word ;:gh: it intimatos that thore wus a jala-

should be pro or prow (pro or prou);—
whether ¢ of Valentine should be short or
dipthongal ; and hundreds of sunitar ponts on
which annlogy way waver sl authorities
varg! Tt is a serious respomaibility for a
poor Jad who has heen taught ut some humble
proviucial sclwol, after pushing s onward
way 1 hife, to find himelf under the recessity
of speakiny or reading in the presence of more
vultivated auditors! Better would it be to
let these matters be settled by the hundreds
who wiite or publish bo ks, than by the wil-
tions who read thein. The reader wonld taks
the proruaciation as he foumd it, and it wauld
be to the wterest of the publisher to see tn
its accuracy. ‘The result wou d be that per-
sony tharoushly qualified for the task wouid
be emploved to superintend the cloice of
characters in printing—and see that they re-
flected the most appraved pronusciation.

5. Where nsuze is at present divided, di-
versity of s-elling might appear for owme tune
in diflerent books, but w ull probability ne
case of tluy sort wiil continme very long. The
mere exact the general spstein, the less in-
dulzence will be allowed to irregnlatites.
When «ocial anarely prevails, many crimes
are prrm tted o pass withont inquiry 5 bt
when leze s fimly established s throne.
every dehmquency s hunted dowa.

it is next necessary to inguire into the erils
which inay be expected ta arse fiomn a reform-
ed syxtem of spething—and to ascertain whe-
ther they are of sufficient weight to counter-
balance its sdvantaaes,

That inconvenivuces would be accasioneil
by the churar is not denied. In what branch
of bwmn eflort ean a radical impravement
be effected withsut producing sucli a conse-
guence?  There is no nation i the world
better acquainted with thee fact than the B
tih, If wlere @8 a praneiple  pertaining to
business better vetablished in the public wind
thian snather, it is thal improcement nrust go
ox, notw.tintaading partisl and 1einporary evils
if prepondecating wnd permanert benefit can
be secured. According te this prinesple of
British uctrion then, the only question respect-
ing the subj-ct under discossion is whether the
evil incurced is likely to cqual the benefit ob-
tained.

Itis proper at this noint to guard against
exaggerated aohions of the extent of the pro-
posed chwge. Same may olject to a revo-
lution, 'why mag consent 1o a moderate re-
form. Now ihere” are certainly various
scheines eonevivable, differing from each other
in their nature and alsa in the amount of al-
teration which they would efect upon the
face of thelangusge. We mght concetve of
the whole Alphabet being remadeled 30 as to
conform it 1o the law that elementary scunds
organically related shiou'd have letters exlib-
iling resrmblsace. This hawerer might be
called™» révolution 5 and 1t secrs best 10 fore-

cal than practical, and retain os many as pos-
wble of the present letters in connection with
theic present powers, It is necessacy how-
ever 10 rastrict every letter 1o the expression
ol one element,—1to discard redundant letters
ar assign them new funclions,—and to fusnih
uew characlers for such elements ns are un-
aupphied, A cotnplete alphabet bring thox
furmshed, it remaiws o to regulate 115 apph-
cation as that every element shall be expres-
sed by a single letter, neither less nor more,
and uniformly by thessme letter,  This would
sweep away all silent letters and e whole
mass of digeaphs, e, ey, at, au, o-e, n e
sho L. h.dd, pl.th, ss, etc., to the number
of abont 705 even omnting such as are of
rare occurrence. No doubt n smallee wmen-
sure of poform than thi< is conceivable, bw it
waonld still leave raom for auitation, and conld
nnt be regarded as a sertlement aof the qus.
tion.  The weasure desenibed mny thus be
regarded ag a medan one, and entitled to the
benelit of the Iloratan precept *¢ Medio tn
tissins this,P— A medinm path is the safes

Though, therefore, the change proposed
brings she whole linguage under the sway o
one gieat principle and may therefore w a
cettain sense be reckoued universal, yet its
praciical effects upon the appearance of the
langunze are nol s eXfensve as My at first
be suppased,  The lette « deopped or altered
stand m the propertion of aheut one to four

‘Three-faurths  therefore  of  the  entue
spelling  will remsin the  same as beloe

Iu cousidering obj-ctions then it s right 1o
hear in recollection the exact nature and
amonat of the proposal against which they ar
dirceted, .

I. ‘The objectinn which woighsmast heavily
with mast persons of education is the mjurion.
effect upan the interests of elymeiogy which
i anticipated from the employent ol strictly
phonstic spelifng, ‘The topie’ iy tery exten-
sive, but a few semanks are all that e .
wediste object of tlus paper adiits of.

‘I'be posation is, thit silent letters and acher
irresularities in orthography are macks of the
pedigeee of words, and of the changes through
which they have pased. and that the remor
al of these marks must be detiiinental to the
study of the history of the wards, "Thus if
“stan’ be <pefled as pronouaced, seis, the
g disappears, tut that i the letter which con.
uects the ward, historicalip, with the Latw
signum. Sof gh be expunged fram “thaugh"
pronauaced ths, we shall lose sinht of the
auttural ound ance green ta that dizeaph. The
weight due 1o 1his consideration tasy appeas
from the followieg obsersations.

1. Intitnot be forgolten that spolling can.
not poseibly ba s0 mannged ss to sccurs both
of tho ohjects thas brought inlo competition.
It canpot bath reconl transformations and
rofloct present pronunciation. At the best no
more can bo dong than €0 gice each objoct a
shire, 304 what f5gaiied by tha oo mast Be

tal aspirto in tho ancient pronunciation, but
tho modern proruonciation is thuroh{ fulsified.
i

If again tho gh is dropped, the spel nﬁ comes
nearor to tho modern pronuncintion, but do.

[parts farther from tho aucient.  Lho guestion
then cemes o be, which of two unitedly ine

compatible objects shall bo preferred.  Tho
decision should tarn upon the pravious ques-

tion,—IWhat is tie pruper cbject of spelling?
Will .any ono nmillll:\i{:ctlmtjit isftopleumgh
traces of derivation? If not, the inforence is,
that spelling must bo made to sorve its awn
proper ends at all hazneds. Wero it possible
10 ctfect n subordivute purpose in addiion to
tho primary one, no ane could object to their
combnatinn ; but since his is nof pessible, no
one could object to their separation.

2. Even af it should bo maintained that
FEtymology is tho paramonut jnterest, nud that
vehien everit comerinto ¢c Lision w'ty pre nuncin.
tion tho latter must give way.the fiuct would atill
remain, that spelling caunot furnish o satisface
tory index to derécation, It is only in a very
imporfect degreo that it serves or can possibly
sorvo this purpose.  Of soveral ascettainable
stages through which a word has paeed, it
my perhaps indictto tho last; but for tho
eaclier ones, infortnation wust bo rkanght elue-
where.  Our word *physic” exhihits by its
rrcsont s\mlling its relution to its Latin parent,
wmt i fails o show any teaco of itk Grecinn
grandsire.  If changed to {i:i/c it would como
acarer to the Iattor, hut dopart furthor from
tha former.  The case i therefore brought to
this point by the oljectors—thut erho? spelling
cauld accomplish ot st net be allasced to do, and
what it cannot accompleh it must allempt to do ?

3. ‘Fhe abyious infirenco ix that Etvimology
should Lla provided for otherwive. Its prop.
or depmitary i3 the Dictionary. Thero full
justico can bo dune to it :und thore it will not
intoifere with the claims of its rival. Thors
let abrogated spellings as far as thoy can bo
teaved, and all colioctoral information fitted to
interext tho studont, bo duly displayed iu his-
trieal order: but lot all such matters he ban.
ished from tho field of Orthography in as far
as thoy iuteade apon its 1ights,

This dicision of ol jeets meets tho require-
weaty of two classes of perrons whica onght
unt to bo jumbled together. Tho mass of ordin-
.y readors apd waters employ their nativo
tmgue nlone, which they u=e ns thoy do the
fizht of day, withont inquiring into i cone
stitution and the curions phennmena which
analysiv mny unfold.  There iy a smaller class
wha, whilo using langungzo ss an instrunient,
mnko the instriment itself a matter of study,
Thoy distingnish between indigenous and
imported words, they group hoth futo famil-
ica. thay traco out affinitics hetween the vo-
cahles of different languages; thoy notico the
transmutations of conxonants from ono ardor
t anothar, ote.  For tho former clas, traces
of derivation and afinity le in the spolling
of words ars quite suporflious; for tho lattez
clza thoy arv quite insuficient. Those who
hato atudied tho Greek, Latin, and other
tongues, Teant require the meagre help whigh,
modes of epolling can afford in exploring the
bistary of thelr own languaze; whiln those
who 1’l’uvo ot will Snd that help of very sicn.

der service. Thoso who mgxu-e the help can.
not profit by it, and those who could profitby *



