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ASSURANCE.
~1HERE are those who believe that it is pos-

c~sible te have the assurance of salvation,
but hold that it only cornes at the end of a long
life of Christian experience -coming perhaps a
little bofore death, or like'a halo of glory te
brighten the last moments of the dying Chris-
tian. I believe that this opinion arises froni a
mistaken viow as te what is the ground of as-
surance, and that those ivho hold it consider a
Christian ex perience te be the ground of assuir-
ance, whereas tine promise of Qed te give unto
theni who believe upon lis Son eternal life je
the true ground of assurance. I do notsay that
assurance always cornes at the beginning of a
Christian's experience, fer the hope at firet
awakened by the faitlî of the Gospel, through
the weakness of their faith, muy be se feeble as
net te arnount te 'assurance; but I do believe
when the teaching upon the nature and ground
of assurance je explicit, and the first act of fraith
in receiving Christ a decisive one, there) will be
such assurance of salvatien fromn the very be-
ginning of the Christian life. The central ale-
ment of faith je truist, and trust je an exorcise
of which the seul is, or may become, con-
scions. If I trust a person I arnconscieus thatj
I do se, or at least can by a littie considoration
discover that I do.so; and when I trust Christ
1 ought te know that also. The final element
of faith je appropriation, and apporation is
a conscieus act of the seul, aud when I have
appropriated the offer et niercy throughi Christ,
I ouglit te know thatI have done se. But God
saye, «iHe that believetk on the Son lwth ever-
lasting life," John iii. 36; and this statement
places ne interval, of time between the believ-
ing and the having; it interposes ne gap of ex-
perience between the acceptance of the Son and
the possession of eternal life. Thusw~hen Ilie-
haeve upen the Lord Jesus and the very me-
ment I thuebelieve upon IIim, 1Ihave the right
te take Qed at His word that I have eternal
lifé, und if I do se I have the assurance of sal-
vation. The ground of this assurance je tho
promise and faithfulness of God, and aven af-
ter I ha% e been for years a Christian, I can
ha-ve ne firmer ground of assurance, Theolo-
gians have spoken of the assurance of faith,
which corresponds te what w~e have above set
forth, and of the assurance of sense, or of expe-
nonce, by which they moan that when a per-
son finde in hie own hart and life the marks
of the people of Ged, ho bias roason te conclude
that ho is one of God's people, and thus attains
unte the assurance of salvation. I do netthink
that there je any isucli thing as an assurance of
senso or experience. I believe, however, that
an individual's exporience furnishes him with
the means of testing his faith, and if hie expe-
noence agrees with the oxporienco of Clirietianb
as given In the New Testament, lhe hus evi-

donce that his faith la a living, saving faitli,
and thus through his experionce his assurance
may be brightened. But experience caui no
more bea' grotind of assurance than it can be
a ground of salvation, as Christ the Lord our
Righiteousnoss is tuie alone ground of salva-
tien; so the promiqe of eternal life to ail who,
belie;ve u pn jesus and the faithful nees of God,
are the alone ground nf assura~nce. Imustfirst
make Christ, whe is ofi'ered to ail in the Gos-
pel, mine, 1 muet recoivo and rest upon Rirm
alone for salvation, and having thus received
Christ I give God credit for speaking the

trt;and have the assurance that I have
evrating life, and shall not corne into con-
demnation-but arn passed from death unto
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ASLEEP IN JESUS.
Passeon now, and I wUi show you une more

picture, and that is, Stephen asleep. With a
pathos and simplicity peculiar te the Scrip-
tures, the test says of Stephen, " He fel
asleep." ' Oh," you saY, " what a place that
was te sleep!1 A hard rock under him, stones
falling down upon hlm, the blood streaining,
the mob howling. What a place it was to
sleep 1" And yet my test takes that symbol
i f slumber to, describe his departure, se sweet
1was it, se peaceful was it. Stephen had lived
~a very laborious life. Hie chiefwork had been
te cure for the poor. How many loaves of
bread ho distributed, how many bare feet lie
had sandalled, liow many cota of sickness and
distress lie blessed with ministries of kindness
and love, I do not know; but froma the way lie
lived, and thieway he preached, and the way
hEo died, 1 know lie was a laborlous Christian.
But that is ail over now. H1e hua pressed the
cup te the last faînting Uip. H1e lias taken the
last insuit froma his enemies. The last stone
to whose crushing weight he is susceptible lias
been liurled. Stephen is deadi1 The disciples
corne. 2J ey take himn up. They wash away
the blood~ frora the wounds. They straighten
out the bruised limabe. They brush back the
tangled liair from the brow, and then they
pass around te look upon the calm counten-
ance of him w1ho had, live for the poor and
died for the truth. Stephen asleep! I have
seau the sea driven vith the hurricane until
the tangled foanr cauglit in thie rigging, and
wave rising above wave seemied about te, storni
the heavens; and then 1 have seen the tem-
pest drop, and the waves crouch, and every-
thing become smooth and burnished as thoughi
a camping-place for the glories of fleaven. Se
I have seen a man, whose life lias been tossed
and driven, coming down at last te an infinite,
calm, in %yhich. there was the hush of Heaven's
lullaby. Stephen asi pi 1I saw sucir an one.
11e fouglit ail lis d.ys against peverty and

agiet abuse. They fraduced his naine.
T eèy rattled at the de,' r knob when ho was
dying, with duns for debite le could nlot pay;


