THE BUSINESS SITUATION
Winnipeg, March 25, 1899.

The extremely cold weather for the
time of yeur has rather a quieting
«ffect on business. Travellers, how-
over, are getting their samples made
up, and there will be a general exoduy
of travelllny snleamen for the coun-
try about the first of the month. Tm-
portations of heavy goods will be held
yvack as much as possible until navi-
gation opens.  There have bheea re-
markable advances in many lines of
goxds this :eason, as given ln more
extended refercnoes from time to time
wnder varions headings, in ot col-
wim i Barb wire and blucstoue, two
comnoditice which have a large sale
here for the spriyg trade, are exampl:s
of this. Manitoba farmers are uow
tmylng these goods at prices far te-
fow the present cost of iaying them
down in Winnipeg from the factories,
inn car jot quantities. Collections voa-
tinue siow from the country, and it
in evident that there will have to be
consilerable carrying to prevent fail-
ures. This ix to a comsiderable ex-
tent owing to the fact that farmers
nave hela their wheat nnd stood off
the storekeeper. It would have been
an mivantage to the farmers thiem-
selvex it the merchants had compelied
thems to scll their grain and pay
theit aooounts. Nothlmgg has boen
g in the direction of higher prices
by holding the grain. In fact prices
are lower. Besides this, it is to be
feared thuy many farmers are holding
damp grain which they will lose us
sount ax the weather turas :o0ft. It
has meen @ very difficut thing o
wake farmers believe that their grain
wollad not xeep, as they fancy that
any slawcment that wheat is o
damp o koep I8 made for the purp.s:e
o beatlig cowan the prioe.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnlpeg, Saturday. March 23.

(All quotations, unlces otherwise =pecl-
fied, fire wholosale fur such quantitios
as are usually taken by retail dealers,
aml are subLject to tho usual reduction
on large quantities and to cash dis-

counts)
Fistl.

Cuy lish dealers are much disturbed
wver the giving out of the supply of
wlntelish, which 8 the principal fish
copsamed here. The demand 1or fish
for stupnent cast and south this year
has  been remarkably good nnd the
fih rompanies here  oversold  them-
senes for export. Al the  summer
canzht {ish stored in the {reezors here
nere shipped out, and  ligh  prices
Ieve been paid for the winter cateh
for slupent, the result being, that
the wenson Tor winter fishing hag now
abont cloved with all the fish shipped
out »f the country and noue left for
the lwal trade. It 13 sald that as
hizht as ¥ 10 9%¢ was paid for winter
wl tefish for shlpment recently, at
the supply points, Summer fishing
eannel begin antil the ot gors out
of tho Inkes s0 that the market is

THE COMMERCIAL

likely to be entirely bare of white-
fish for some weeks. Spring variety
of salmon are now conng and re-
ceipts this weok huve cost high, Th-
jobbing price has boen advanced le,
but this does not cover the full in-

creas® In the cost.  Haddles have
about ceasod coming. Al th stovk
is now held by oune dealer.  Luko

Superior trout are in  th? wmacket
againe The common varieties  of
native fish. such as  pike, pickeral,
ett.. have not beren in as libral sup-
ply this yeur as usual. thoush there
will probably be enough to Keep the
local trade supplied until  summer
fishing begins. The close studon for
pike and pickerel beging April 15, aud
jnsts one month.

GREEN TRUITS, ETC

A few apy apples are still being of-
fercd at about $5.50 ta $3 per kb,
althougzh as low as $5 hus been acceopt-
«d for rome lots of  damugel stock
from ouc car which was brought. in by
a speeulagor. Washington  apples
in Lox:y, 8 of which make & Larrel,
ars geliliyge at $2 per box. Oranges are
#tili quoted 2t the recent advance and
phry markety are very firm, Besi
mvely bringing $4.50 and uext grades
$3.75 to $:.25, half boxes of blkod .-
angen in 1083, 1253 and 14H8 arq ecll.
Ing at $2.50, Californin grapa srm,
a comparatively new varlety here, in
offeridd in capes of Gis, 8!8 and UGs
at $130 to $5  per caye; Californin
‘Tangerencs, it boxes of 205 md
23008 are yuoted at $3.50. California
orange cider i3 offering in kegs at 40¢
pes  galion.  Lipported  celery 8 no
tonger  to be had.  Imported onious
have advanced In price to de. Prices
are. Callfornia naval oranges $3.50 to
$1.00 as toquality; Mexican oringes
$2.50 per box; bitter oranges. Y5.59)
to $6 per bLox; bananas, per bunch,
large. $2.50 to $3; Messina lewons, $4;
Casnornit Jomons $& i $1.50 a1 box:
apil &, spl -5, $5.50 to $5 vuljoher vas-
foticy obtainable $1 w $5 as 1@ qual-
ity: frozen crauberrics, $5.50 to $6

per barrel; cranberrics.  unf{roset,
$2 per bLarre;;  cocoanuty,  $l
duzen: Siceily fiiberty, lrggn

11 w 12 per pound: Grenoble wal-
nuty 1o Tarrageun almonds, 15 W
iGe. peanuts, groen, 9 to te; roasted,
12¢: pecan nuts, 12 to 14 per Ib; uew
shelled walnuts, 2§ 1-2 to 26c per 1bhg

comb  honey, $2.000  to $:2.16
per  dozen sections; strained
houey, 8 1-2¢ to 9cr per pound;
maple sugar, 1lc apple cider,

35¢ per gation iy barcrels atd hall var-
rels: Caltfornia figs, in boxes uf ten
bricks $2 jop LoX m 1 pouund glova
boxes, S$2.50 jcor doren, daws, Tc
per poumd; imported lettuce pr
doren, G, Califormin cabbage, 7o
per 1b.: Californin peplaut. 1ve per ib.
GROCERIES.

Business 1 gruccries during the week
has Peen [air ANore  spring-ilke
weattier will wnprove trade.  There
have blen no lmportant chinwges  in

rrices here. Woundenware has
advancea at the factories 1ie por
doreir on wouden pails, 75¢

per doten on woodent tubs and 71-2¢
e duzen for butter tubs.  The ad-
yvance? on wooucnwar: Jo not appear
in our grocery liet. Tius will ap-
pear in the list next week.  The
yuotations there iure really witidrawn
pending the ariangement of the new
Hat, which will appear next week.
ried f{ruits continue to advance but
not sulliciont gaine have been made
thie week to alter the quotations hepe.
The ounly change to note is nn ad-
vance ol 1-2c on uapecied peaches.
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HARDWARE.
The hardware trade Is rapidly de-
veloplug in volume as the season ad-

vances. Wholesale houses are all
busy. TFor the flrst time in several

wecks there has bzen practlenlly no
vance tu prices. ‘e only exception is
in the case of swal and manilla rope,
whiech has guinedt 1-2¢ per poud. There
I8 overy prospect of further advances
in several lmes, notably barb wire, as
the cactern markets all continue to
report  upwan! movements. ron,
steel and other metads were asler in
the Unitod States this weck.

LEATHER.

The local situation remains
thoe sme as Jast wuek.  There 's &
fecling of expectanicy as  reguards
price’ owing to the fact that castern
houses have cittice withdraven some of
their quotations or advanced them.
Prices are wery [trm here at fizures
given on our market page. There le
a large amount of busincss doing for
the scason  Au fmportant aews item
regarding severiu teading western con-
cerns Is given on another page.,

TIXTILES,

Travellers now have their samples
muade up in mwany lines. In the cloth-
ing branch a number of travellers
are already on thz roal with their
fall samples. Styles anl patterns in
men's clothing are practically the
same as last year. The tendency to
put i better quality of ready auudes
on the market, which has been notice-
able th> last year or two, is furthor
accentunted this  season, and more
attention bus been given to fiv and
finisil. some goulds quite cqual! to
tailor wade garments beinx shown.

In the dry gooals braunch the push
just nnw ig on kuitted goods. Samples
in underwear and such lines for tho
fall trade are now being shown, and
some  travellers are on the road
with these lines. The continued cold
weather has held back trade to some
oxtent.

much

NO TROVEBLE TO LAY

EASTLAKE SHINGLES

Thev are acenra‘ely squared aad fit
toxetlicr perfoctiv at the sides ly
our patemt telesenpic sile lock,

In choosing them vou gain the best Fire,
Ligh'ning and Leak- proof protectinnesave time
inthe laving, and are surc of Jdura®ic, cconamical
atisfac.ion, .

Availd imitations and get genuvire Eastlakes,
cither gaivanired or painted. .

Write, we'it 1cll vou more about them.

Metallic Roofing Company, Ltd.

1195 King Street W., Toronto.
THOS., BLACK, AGENT, WINNIFXG, MAX.



