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THE COMMERCIAL.

—

cago, Ill,, to arrauge the details of a proposed
pool, has submitted its report. It reccommended
the organization of a natioual barbed.wire fonce
cowpany, with a capital stock of $2,000,000,
divided irto 20,000 sharce of $100 cach, the
organization to be accomplished under a charter
iegued to a similar committee of manufactuvers
en Docember 27, 1883, The propused com-
pany will lease the works of the several mem-
bers, aud its officers and directors will have
complete charge of the output as well as prices,
the members being stockholders,  The cowrmit-
tee reported that it would bu necessary to
draught an agreewmcant o be signed by the
manufacturers hefore petfecting the proposed
organization. It is expected that all manufac.
turers of barbed-wire in the United States will
sign the agrcement, The aew company will
probably be in operation Ly September 1.—7he
American Mail.

*
The Hudson’s Bay Ronte.

This is the secoad year of the observations
Ly the Cantdian Government of the conditions
which coutrol the navigation of Hudsoa's
Straits and Bay. The * Alert,” sent out with
a velief psrty to toke the place of the men put
on the different stulions in the Straits and Bay
last year, met a sevious deteation in the ice
which ended in aninjury cendeving it necessary
for her to return to Newfoundland for repairs.
When she came within sight of Resolation
Island, «t the eptrance of Hudsoa Strait, she
found the way blocked by a barnier of ice, in
the grasp of which she remained for three
weeks. Dvuring this time she does not appear
to have drifted much, a fact which woeuld scem
to show that the ice current running from the
north to the south was iusctive during this time
at thiz point. It does not follow, Lowever,
that the main body of tie ice was not moving ;
the ice ncar shore in the cmbrace of which she
was caught may have been stationary while the
main body was moving. That the geuewal
stream of ice was running seems to be proved
by the presence of jccbergs south-czst of this
point. If this be so it is proballe that a bavrier
of ice is Yable to Llock the entrance of Hudson
Strait every spring and cir'y sumumer, in the
neighborhood of Resolution Island. On the
way up the ““Alert” found the ice pack on the
Labrador coast to rary i width from thirty
five to one hendred miles. This gives us some
idez. of the ice streamn, which drops into the
ocean curreat, on the Labrador side of Davis
Strait. To run sgaiast this currentisa great
wasto of power. Vessels which go northwasd

* aloug the Greeniand coast are favored by the
ocean current wiich here 1uns north.  The
casicst way of gettingup Davis Straitis to take
advantage of this currerd.  If the *‘Alert ™ had
kept out further from the Labrador shore and

_struck the month of MHudson Stmait farther
north, she might have found a cleor passage.
1t is possible that Jhe jam of ice neas Rerolu
tiop Island may have stopped the entire ice-
stream across the mouth of the Strait; but the
chance of an open passige nigher up Daviy
Steait into Hudson Strit may be counted
among the possibilitics, and on a futme occa-
sion it ought to e ‘ested.

It is at lcast possib'e that a barrior of ice
exists at, the entrance of Hudson Strait cvery
yeae, in the carlier summa. months. It is a
remarkablo fect that the Dutch fishing vessels,
hundreds of which visited Davis Strait cvory
year in succession for a century, never appear
to have eatered Hudson Strait.  Some of them
went nearly as far nosth as any wodern explor-
isg vessel has gone. How can we account for
the fret of their not cutering fHudson St.ait, if
it be not a brrrier of ics in the ocenn current in
which immeasurable masses pass down? Itis
true that on going up they kept ncar to the
Greealand coast; but in coming down they
must often have fallen ints the ocean curvent
on the other side of the Strait, When they
went so far noith as they did, it is natural to
suppose thut they left no reasonably accessible
fishing ground unexploved.

Last year’s experience of the navigation of
Hudson Strait and Bay did not fulfil the pre-
dictions which cuthusiasis had &0 confidently
made. ‘The explanation, by way of excuse, was
that it was ax unasual season.  But the vessel
without ditticuity got into Hudson Strait fiom
which the “A'ett” has this year been barred
for three weeks.  The begiuning of this scasoa
is werse than the beginnimg of last scason.
What is to be the end we must wait to learn,
In this matte: our hopes or desires go for
nothing, If the commercial alue of this navi-
gation werce once assured, an immense impetus
would be given to the developinent of the
Northwest. But it isfolly to assume that what
is desirable is possible without sufficient experi-
euce to guide us. We know that the vessels
of the Hudson Bay Company do manage to
make ove voyage a year hetween Liverpool and
Port Nelson or Port. Chuvchill ; but a navigation
that would suit the experiences of the furtrade
proves little where bulky articles of rew agri-
cultural produce have to be dealt with., If the
proceeds of the harvest went by this route, and
had to Le %ept over ncarly a whole year, they
would be subject to flectuations of price which
would make the handling of them a perilous
thing.

Railway communication between Hudson Bay
and Winnipeg would become a necesrity in case
the question of navigation were settled. But
till this question is decided the building of a
railway would have nothing to justify it; the
route is a throngh route or nothiug. Land
grants have been inade for a railway, and the
commencement. of construction may be said to
hang on the possibilities of the navigation, We
do not helieve that for the Northwest thisis a
matter of life and death, but it is undoubtedly
one of supreme importunce. The iaterests that
depend on the issue can Fardly be oveistated.
In the meantimethere is nothing to do bt wait
patientiy the accumulation of the facts which
are to detaaming the issue. The process will
not be a rapid one. The seusons are not all
alike, and one or two favorable or unfavorable
years would prove but litt'e where the average
of ycars has to determine.  Here, as clsewhere,
there may be cycles in the seasons which
several years are necessary to complete. Tho
condition of the Northwest ie cminently va

favoiable to the development of patience, a
virtue without whica tire fruit of the obsceva-

tion of years cannot Le gathered. This ac-
counts for the fact that we have had prongunced
80 mauy snap judgments before there was a
suflivient body of reliable facts to Lase any
judgmeont at all upon.—Monctary 1imes.

Recent Lega'l Decisions.

Mecnanies' Liex — Exeveriox or Ponric
Proprertv,—Public property ce nuot be the sub-
ject of a mechanics® lien, uuless it is expressly
provided Ly statute ; such property is by impli-
cation excepted from lien statutes as much us
from geaeral tax laws, and for the same 1easons.
So held by the Supreme Court of Michigan in
the case of Knupp vs. Swaney.

Liavitiry o¥ Sunrkries—TrEAsURER’S BoxD,
—The undertaking of sureties on a treasurer’s
otlicial bond is that he shall faithfully perform
his duties ; {his involves tho obligation of mak-
ing correct teports, conforming to statutory
requirements, as well as the payment of funds
in his custody ; and a false report by the trea-
surer constitutes a violation of official duty and
a bréach of tnis bond, renderiug the sureties
liable to the parties injured for such damages
as are the legitimote conscquences of the
wrougful uct. Supervisors of Tompkins vs.
Bristol, decided by the New York Court of
Appeals.

Moxietrar Boxps—VarLmry—RaiLroav,—
Bonds issued by a town for the construction of
a railroad vnder an act aathorizing the same,
upon consent being obtained of a majority of
the taxpayers, ave void unless such conrent has
actnally been given. The towa is, however,
remediless in case the assessors, centrary to the
faci, certify that the requisite consent has béen
obtained, or in case the commissioners, acting
upon tue cartificate, issue the bonds, but may
bave the proceedings reviewed on certiorari.
Town of Ontario vs. Hill, decided by the New
York Court of Appeals and noted in Albany
Law Jowrnal,

Note PasT DUE—LIABILITY OF MAKERS.—
The case of Coykerdzll vs. Constable, decided
by the New York Court of Appeals, was one in
which the owner of a past aue note paysble to
beaver placed it in & Lank for collection. The
pleintiff, ut the request of the principal debtor,
paid the note to the bank, and the bank remit-
ted the procezds thereof to the owner and de-
livercd the note to the plaintiff. The court
held that the plaintiff obtained = good title to
the note, and counld maintain an action thireon
agairst the makers as surcties, and that not
withstauding the bank had no authority to sell
the note, yet the owner by receiving and retain.
inyg the moncy iad ratified the act of his agent
and was hound by it. — Bradstreet’s.
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Tue V., P. Mining Co. are sending Mr. Greir,
of Morely, to the fifteen Mile Creck, Spillumi-
chene River, 30 miles south of Golden City,
B. C,, toget 1,000 lbs of ove for shipment to
New York, where it will be milled. To the
cvent of the sssay Leing favorable the company

Intends to ercat a stampiag mil! at once. The
company consists of Dan Mann, R. J. Whitls,
D. f( Elliot, G. C. Elliot, of Winnipeg; L.
Lukes, A, Ferlavd, and Dr. Coleman. This
company had Dr. Coleman out prospeciizg all
last summer,




