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ANOTHER YEAR,
With this issue, Tsr COMMERCIAL
enters upon the third year of its life, the

first number having appearcd on the
3rd day of October, 1882, How much
it has accomplished during the past two
years in its work of organizing the scat-
tered elements of trade which existed in
the Northwest at the time of its birth,
our patrous have the best right ‘o judge.
That it has filled a spherc of usefulness,
we have the + mfidence to assume, and

that it will continue to do so in the
future is our honest determination. Al-
though the time since its first appearance
has not been one of trade prosperity, the
patronage extended to it, we take as
proof, that our efforts in the interests of
the commercial classes of this country
have bLeen realized and appreciated.
Luaunching-the journal at a time when
the collapse of inflation had fairly set in,
the prospect during the first year was far
from bemg bright, while the depth of de-
pression which had been reached when
the second year was entered, made the
prospects still less cncouraging, Yet
through these two years we have received
from thz commercial community of the
Northwest an amount of patronage and
encouragement, much more liberal than
we could have expected under the circum-
stances. It may be & fact, and we have
strong reasons to believethat it is, namely,
that the time of commercial trial assisted
us in demonstrating the necessity for
such a journul es Tne CoMMERCIAL in
the Northwest. But our days of de-
pression are over in the Northwest, and
the outlook for trade is brighter here to-
day than it is in any other portion of Cana-
4a, while tiade aflairs are certainly in a
safer state. 1f, therefore, TuE ComMER-
"c1aL started out on its first year in face
of crushing coniraction, and entered
upon its second amid the deep gloom of
depression, with its emerging into the
third, the commercial horizon is clear and
bright, and the journal, we may confiden-
tially hope, will, with the interests it
represents, go onward and upward in the
way of progress and prosperity. The days
of prophecy are past, but it takes neithera

prophet nor the son of a prophet to pre-
dict that when T Commerciat has en
tered upon the fourth year of its exist.
ence, the retrospect will have many
more bright points to view than it
now has, while the future will show even
less reason for anxicty, or doubt, than it
does at present.

STOCK YARDS WANTED.

There are yet living in Winnipeg those
who remember the days when, if o resi-
dent killed o good fat hog, o division
among his neighbors of portions of it
was a socinl duty incumbent. But the
butcher has long ago abolished that
neighborly practice, and the city market
has been the scene of sales, alive and
dead, of thousand of hogs and cattle,
« Ever dog has s day ” is the old say-
ing, and it looks as if the butcher's day
of handling the live stock aftuirs of this
vast country are nearly at an end, It is
gradually dawning upon people here that
the production and marketing of live
stock must soon become a question second
only to the production and marketing of
wheat.

It must be plam to any person who at-
tempts to make any forecast of the wants
of the Northwest, that some system
of organization for marketing und in
other ways handling the hve stock of the
country upon a seale of magmtude not
yet attempted, must soon be made.  The
production of hogs has already reached
such proportions that two companics are
organized m the aity of Winuvipeg for the
business of pork packing and curviug, and
there is every prospect that both will find
ficld enough for dving a large bLusiuess
But this 1s only one step in the right di-
rection, and one that necessitates others,
Away on our western prairies and around
the base of the Rock Mountains 2 grow-
ing business in cattle ranching is going
on, and added to this we have the in-
crease in stock raising among the farmers
of this province and the territory of As-
«iniboia, and these arc progressing with
such rapidity that an costern market
must soon be found for their productions.
No doubt but Winnipeg wili coutinue to
be a market of importance in this respect,
but the live stock production of the
Northwest will in two years be far be-
yond the wants of this city and the towns
ia this province. There must, therefore,
be some point selected for a central mar-
ket, and we see no reason why Winnipeg

should not become that market.

Iy only
requires the provisions by its citizens of
stock yards and other necessary arrange-
ments to sceure the location of such a
market here, and the value of the same
is much greater thun most peoplo are
aware of.  During the present month the
Allan line steamship Nestorian arrived in
Gluszow from Quebee with 386 steers and
131 sheep, having carried this cargo across
the Atlantic without the loss of a single
animal.  With such means of safely ship-
ping live stock across the Atlantic there
is no saying to what proportions this
trade willgrow. In fact it must soon go
beyond the producing power of the east-
cvn provinces, and Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories will be called upon
for supplies. A central live stock markes
in Manitoba will then become as much
a necessity ns a central grain market, and
proper yards and other accommodation
will require to Le provided for the same.
Tuless they ave provided this trade must
be carried past us and made to enrich
some town of Outario. Locate this mar-
ket at Winnipeg, and, as in grain, live
stock will have a choice of routes to the
cast, and the competition such choice will
cause.  Besides, in the event of arailway
to Hudson'’s Bay, a third roete to Europe
would be opened, and one where naviga-
tion through cool northern waters would
enable us to place live stock in the Eng-
lish market in wuch better condition than
they can be when shipped fro:a an At
lantic port. In the shipping of fresh
meat we would have the same or even
greater advantages, aud for a considera-
ble portion of the year it might be possi-
Lle to ship even withoue refrigivators by
this route.  Such advaatages would un-
doubtedly dvaw a large share of the
Urited States shipments of this class,
and greatly add to the traflic of our Cun-
adian railways. Such we the advant-
ages in export matters to be gained Ly
proper prepa:ations for the cattle trade of
the Northwest.  But for the proper sup-
pPly of our home markct the establish-
ment of stock yards here is necessary.
Some prople have suggested that Winni-
peg can be supplied with fresh beef
slaughtered on the ranches out west, and
shipped to the city in refrigirator cars.
This is quite feasible, but it would not
give us our meat in the same condition as
if it was slaughtered here, and the differ-
ence in freight between shipping alive and
shipping slaughtered beef would be more



