Mr. Whyte Returns.

Mr. Wm. Whyte, assistant to the
president of the C. P. R., who has been
away for the past three months, re-
turned to the city on Saturday last
from his round the world trip. M
Nanton and Wm. Harvey, who accon
panied Mr. Whyte, also returned and
though the travelling experiences of
the party were often of the most try-
ing nature, all are back In the best of
health.

Mr. Whyte accorded a long interview
t @& reporter on Saturday in
which he narrated the pleasures and
miseries of the trip and gave a most
interesting description of e

ouy

>

port on
advise centain steps towards closer
trade relationship between America
and the land of the Czar.

“At present,” sald Mr. Whyte, “the
high tariff war has pretty well block-
ed all exports from America to Rus-
wia with the exception of mining ma-
chinery and agricultural implements.
The chief merchants of Manchuria
greatly fear the high duties. A com-
mittee has been formed to have steps
taken to have the high duty reduced.
Nothing is being done towards bulld-
ing up the great Siberlan road
wi now 4 vedlous  water
Journey has to be made and the rail-
road work s being centred on the
bullding of a line from a place called
Kindonova through Manchburla tou
ing at Pekin and coming out at Part
There are 40,000 coolies at
Work there. Besides our long trip of
elght days and eight nights on the
train de luxe over the Siberian road
We had 1,400 miles of river to navi-
gate in very uncomfortable boats. We
took six day Cover this part of the
Journey, flering from intense heat
and having to exist on sardines, can-
ned peaches and tea made over i
small spirit lamp. Our sleeping was
done on benches.

“Through the Kindness of
Strathcona 1 recelved letters
British ambassador and Prussia
\sters that enabled me to gain access
to all information and gaved me much
trouble and Inconvenience. The great-
est barrier 1 found was my lack of
knowledge of the Russian language
and 1 found only an odd person here
and there who knew English, 1 was
of course accompanied by an inter-
preter, but the progress was slow.”

. Whyte reached St Petersburg
early in July. Lord Strathoona's let-
ters secured for him introduction in
the right places, and he met the high-
est men in the Russian government.
Among these was Prince Hilkoff, an
uncle of the exiled prince who v
Winnipeg _not long ago In  the
interests of the ul . Prince

is minister of Wa. and
position _ simi-

communications, &
lar to the indon minister of rail-
ways and canals. e nlso saw Sir
Willlam Soott, the British ambassa-
through him arranged meet-
ings with other prominent public men.
Both speaking English, no interpreter
was required. The minister of agri-
cuiture and mines, Mr. Yermololl, and
Mr. Witte, the minister of finance, the
highest power behind the throne of
Russia, greater, én fact, than the czat

Lord
the

himeelf, were also met and treated
Mr. Whyte with all possible courtesy
and kindness. Mr. Whyle presented

Mr. Whyte with a jetter to all the
employees of his depantment, which
was of the est service to him In
obtaining U desired  Information
about the coun

try.

On July & Mr. Whyte left St. Peters-
burg for Moscow. After saying there
a day, he commenced his long jour-
ran road to |rkmlk4

train

service working of the
traln de Juxe are most in-
teresting., _ The in de  luxe,

sald

International Sleeping %

The system of putting on ¢his train

s the same asthe Pullman Car Com-

pany, but with the exception that they

put on the whole train from the bag-
r down, The first class cl

room 18 . with

berths. Then there is a library cat

with bath room and barber shop, nd

@ vestaurant car, where meals and
can be had any time of

A second olass car and three
ocoaches

The
and rock culverts and bridges on the
road 1 found to be well bullt and

THE COMMERCIAL.

maintained. There are hotels along
the road all theo

“The telegraph system is vather out
of date and the system of train des-
patching not nearly so advanced as in

other pants of the world. The staft
system is used to some extent. This
consists in the carrying of an iron

staff which gives to whichever train
that has It the right of way. There
are 4,800 miles to ¢he point where wu
had to take boat at Lake Baikal.
Here 1 met Gen. Pentelief, who Kind-

up all
the winter being broken by
an ice-breaker, a steamer of the same

¢hat used on the Straks
nac. A front propellor on the
way the water from un-
and the flat bottom of
iding onto the dce breaks
lce four feet in thickness
They
lake

e bout
it through.
has been crushed In this way.
have made surveys around this
for a radlroad, but at present no move
to bulld the line has been made. The
Jake Is forty miles wide and we landed
at Muscovia on the east shore.

“Train was taken from here lo
Stretemsk to the Shilke river, & s~
tance of 700 miles. Having got ¢o the
viver, we embarked on a trip of 1,400
miles of river journey, The water not
for the large boats,

modation whatever.
10 exist for six days on canned peaches
nd to sleep on benches.
With us on the trip were some Ho
third class passengers, who crowded
<he boat and skept anywhere at aill
and everywhere, and were not com-
fortable to travel with for many rea-
sons.

“At the end of our six days’ jour-
ney, we came Blagaveskohensk,
which was bombarded about a year
ago by the Itusséans. 1 saw the river,
which is a quarter of a mile wide at
chis point, where 1,000 Chinese were
driven across and drowned, with the
exception of only a hundwed or so. The
place that at one time had over 10,000

o has now almost disappeared
map. We continued our jour-
ney from here to Viadlovostock, a dis-
tance of some OU0 miles. The country

1 1 found

is through ¢o Port Arthur, and it is
to this that all the attention of the

company is being directed.
Asked as to the meport of a line to
Mac:

y on the matter,
much to impart concerning (he Hud-
son's Bay line.

Concerning the repont thal the C.
N. R. would push construotion from
the coast and would bulld a line next
year from the Pacific coast end east
thwough the Yellow Head pass to con-
pect with a line through BEdmonaton,
Mr. Mackensie said that such a re-
| guess work. The C. N. Rt
-

Jow Head puss. It is one of the easl-
est grades in the whole range, and
if the line is pushed through any-

where, that would doubtless be the

point.

“What we ane figuring on now, you
know," Mr. Mackenszle sald, after the
reporter had erhausted his questions,
“is on getting that Nne bullt through
to Port Arthur to get our share of
the profits from the wheat flelds. 1
only wish the Hne could be operated
through there now."

—_—

Shareholders Get Excited.

A London cable of August 20 says :
An excited meeting of shareholders
of the Le Rol Mining company was
held in London to-day. During the
meeting shouts were heard of “Where
18 Whitaker Wright?" *“On the tele-

consequent on the operation of & divi-
dend paying mane.

The group of mines that comprise
the Beaver, Badger and Porcupine and
with the Rabbit Mountain mine, the
East and West End Silver Mountain
mines, the latter one of which Is now

rated, are ali distant i Fort
William from thirty to forty miles and
during the latter S0's were scenes of
great activity. The Beaver mine had
been worked and given up once, the
the pay streak

Harry James,

the
that silver was still there and he went
and wi rare I suc-
in uncovering the silver in such
known as the
ars

in the Porcupine, but on account
difference existing between the man-

e e ehe

put in, the developme
done by
amed

n Ashweiler,

was up in that region on a prospecting

tour and looking the 'n:lnd over he
as sl

the Por there must also be on
the location two, so_he
secured It

named the mine e
Badger, after his state, and began de-
ork. e coessful

phone," shouted

fn reply. It was then announced that
Mr. Wright had telephoned a letter ex-
pli g that owing to resignation
there were only two directors left, and
advising the meeting to f a com-
mittee (o appoint new members. It
then transpired that Mr. Wright. Lord
Dufferin and Messrs. Reugs and Mills
ad all resigned. The two remaining
directors, Messrs. Hill and Andrew,
both refused to take the chadr.

Wright's management.
Mr. Aaron and others made very un-
y remarks about Mr.

east_of the Ural
much better than ¢hat ¢o the west. It
fs not so flat and és wooded with bireh
poplar and in some places oak, show-
ing the strength of the soll.

b peasa.

forty acres of land each; that |
male. They are never allowed a title

to the y and never allowed to
ralse money y MmMoNgages, conse-
quently their condition mever im-

proves.

“One of the saddest sights 1 saw
a prison van taking a crowd of sen
tenced people to Siberia. Among them

p of young students and
a youns woman with them with her
baby. Thens were surrounded by = a
lot of handencd looking criminals, The
students, i fancy, were those con-
victed in ¢he recent uprising at the
capital.”

SE——
The Canadian Northern.

Mr. Willlam Mackenzie was
the city this week and left later
a tr inspection  over
Canadian Northern lines. Interview-
ed by reporter, he sald he had
little for publication. Speaklig of the
work on the Keiny river branch of
the Canadian Northern, he sald the
satement credited to him that the
fine would be through to Port Al‘thlf

on 15, was

“The line,” said Mr. Mackenzle, “will
be finished on our present calcula-
thons, either on October 15 or between
hat and the end of the month. We

are having some trouble in securiig
labor for the work on this
line. During the last few months as

many as one thousand men have laft
the work for no other reason

that they are too restiess ¢o remain.
Material does not ve with the

e northern branch towards

Albert the trouble in securing rails is
hampering perations considerably.
We are now waiting for a big order
of rails to come up. Material for the
building of 200 cars in ‘Winnipeg has
been delayed in arriving here, though

already ordered

we expect the ocars
to be arniving

in ot.!l'r workshops

soon,
‘Mr, Mackensle was not communica-
tive on amy of the projects which M

is understood the ny will un-
dertake in the future. luml.nl‘:'ll
n

likely that any Tuether oconstru
work will be attempted until the line

Wright, who, it is now said, is a share-
holder to the extent of only forty
share

‘The meeting applauded Mr. Aaron's
comments, and after much commotion
appointed a mining englneer, R, J.
Frecheville, as a director and resolved
to send him to British Columbla to ex-
amine Into and report upon the whole
business, after which other directors

ted.
Rossland, B. C., Aug. 20.—The fol-
lowing was given out to-day by Bern-
a

ard MacDonald, manager of the Le

C.: New board of directors fully in-

dorse your policy with regard to the
strik

The cable was signed by the Le Rol
Mining Company,

Hon. C. H. Mackintosh, who has been
fighting Mr. MacDonald with persist-
ent vigor, would not let this statement
g0 unchallenged. He sald last even-

ng

“According to my information by
ble from London, the statement 18
absolutely untrue that the new direc-
tors indorsed Mr. MacDonald's strike
poliey.”

o
was worked until the
pay #tzcak was thought to be worked
out and the mine was L

t known that silver was located
in that section seventy years ago. Amn
aged Indian discovered it and on his
death bed confided the secret to his
son, Che-
wealthy man, and a
Portage, In those days Wwas a pros-
pector and In his many associations
ndians had at one time
nursed the father of Che-a-tan and

WO was su
and the Badger u

his e was made The
Indians  belleve that such dds-
coveries  are  Kindnesses  given
them by Providence, and s

it
only in cases of extreme gratitude that
the secret will be divulged.

expense of $2.00 per hundred.

vicinity of this group of mines there
were 1,600 people with all the exclte-
ment and high life incident to mining

Re-opening of the Badger Mine,

Fort William, Aug. 30.—/The opening,
or rather the re-opening of the
mine in this district has awakened
historical _recollections of the
time when the Beaver and Badger sil-
ver mines were amd the best in the
country and naying handsome divid-
ends to the owners.
R. A. Aiger, of Detroit, Mich., m&

Wwar of the United States, was the
principal owner of the Beaver mine
When it was being largely worked, but
since those days y has
chan hands twice, passing to the
Wiley Bros., of Port Arthur, and from
them to a syndicate of capltalists in
Warren, Pa. The new owners at once
emgaged an engineer, Mr. LA Gibba,
to pump out the P ne and the
first_effort he made develop-
ment was With such gratifying uu‘lnu

e

other

that the pay streak is

that some day it will be found
then will come once more the

W most of the bulldings aroun! 1

Beaver and the Badger are torn down
and the lumber, doors and ndow «
are doing duty in the settlers’ homes
in the country stretching from the
Whitefish to the Slate River valley
and curving around into Oliver.

"The days of the employment of 200
men in the Beaver, and an equal num-
ber in the Badger and Porcupine arc
memory that has been re-

freshed by the news that the mines

famous ffteen years since are to be re-
endowe  with some of their former
greatness and & possibility that some
Of the scenes of those days will be re-
ena 3

P——

The Dominion customs revenue for
the month of August was the largest
in the history of It went over

tho three million mark. The revenut
for A:{m was A8, ed
with $2008,667 for August, ), or
an nos of $340,818. For the tvwo
months of the fiscnl year the
revenue was $5, an Increase of
$200,114 over the same time for 1000,




