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expense of loading and unloading as compared with those else-
where,  In fact at the beginning of July there were at
Montreal four large vessels, the Grasbrooke, the Oxenholm,
the Assyrian and the Iron Actoh, taking on board cargoes of
square timber, amounting altopether to 40,000 cuble fect,
which had been brought from Quebee.  This was avowedly to
escape from the restrictivns llllpust'cl by the Ship Laborers'
Society.  The bill of Mr. DeGroshois was intended to remedy
this evil, and he has attained his end though without Jegisla-
tion. While the Lill was Lofore the special committee that
had been appointed, some of the merchants of the city an xious
to sce its business preservesd, persuaded the laborers 1o make
concessions by changes in their rules that would obviate the
necessity for the measure.  Deputations from the merchants
and the laborers waited upon the commitiee and a long dis-
cussion took place. Finally the laborers agreed to amend
the rules in several important respeets.  Jt was to be the rule
henceforth that steamships might use their own steam winches
to hoist and lower their timber, but not to move it by steam
when on beard,  In the case of mined cargoss captains are
not to be obliged to take more than a deal gang, but the
number of men that he decides to employ are to be retamed
until the ship is loaded, and any vessel taking one half or less
of timber may employ a deal gang if wished. The members
of the Sucicty are to be free to work sn holidays at the
ordinary rates, but il from religious scruples they decline to du
s0, they are to be nllowed their places without objections on
the following day  The amendments removed the most
objectionable features of the regulations ma-le by the Ship
Laborers’ Society and the ohject of the hil} being thus virtually
secured Mr. DeGrashois agreed to withdraw, The removal
of these restrictions will be a very welcome xmpm\'emem for
the lumbermen who <hip timber at Quebee, and the laborers’
even will soun find that they gain rather than lose by thus
facilitating business,

Tne Province of Quebec has taken a retrogade step in the
management of its forests.  The establishment of forest
reserves was a regulation that was beneficial alike to the pub-
lic treasury, the lumbermen and genuine settlers.  Now,
however, the forest reserves have beenabolished in spite of the
very sensible opposition of several members of the Legislature,
The pawing of the new Act does away with the reserves
entirely, and pennits settlers to locate anywhere where the
land is fit for cultivation. A large number of these forest
reserves are timber  limits Jeased from the Government by
lumbernten, and the passing of this Act permits settlers to
locate themselves on these limits, clear land, and use and sell
timber on their Jots.  Lumbermen have paid high prices to
the Quebec Government for the privilege of cutting timber on
these forest reserves, upon the distinet understanding that the
reserves were to be protected from the settlers until such time
as the limits should be denuded of all timber over twelve inches
at thebases.  Itisnot surpnsing thercforthat the lumbermen are
indignant at what they consider a most unjust and aggressive ac-
tion on the part of the Provincial Government. Theonly saving
clause to the lumbermen in the Act just passed was introduced
in the Legislative Council by Hon. Mr. Garneau, giving the
lumbermen two and a-half years, after the issuing of any location
ticket, to cut off the timber on the lot located, the settler to
clear only ten acres for his own use within that time. This
clause is certainly an important amendment to the onginal
Act, and the lumbermen in order to protest their interests will
now be compelled to hasten the cut of thistimber as rapidiy =
possible, in order to save as much as possible during the brief
period allotted them.  During the discussion of the Act at the
recent session of the Quebec Legislature, it was pointed out
that a door was being opened to fraudulent operations <uch as
had formerly taken place, when pretended settlers only re-
mained on their so-called farms till they had stript them of
their valuable timber, and then moved on to some new locality
to repeat this device, leaving devastation behind them, These
adventurers deprived the public treasury of dues, interfered
with the operations of the lumbermen, and did not become
farmers.  The wise plan is to divide the forest and agricultural
laids, and then the greatest value is oltained from the forests,
and real farmers are not induced to settle on poor agricultural

land when fertile distnicts far better sutted for therr purpose

are abundantly sufficient.  Quelee  was ahiead of the other
Provinees in this tespect, but now it has gone back on its own
record.

CORRESPONDENCE.
ToroxTo, July gth, 1888,
Editor Canada Lwmberman.

DEAR S18,—In your issuc of July we read a leiter signed
Whalesaler, in answer 1o one Pinus, and we feel called upon
to ask him to draw it mild. e makes assertions and clasees
dealers so widely that he will have to put on his check line,
or he will find lhat |hcrc are pcop!c W ho claim 1o be retailers
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: that hmve pmd up thelr paper Ixm winter aml cvery other win-
" ter for the last ten or twelve, av well, if not better than any

wholealer who does business in Toronto to-day.  Iis asser.
I‘ tion about fear of contradiction is very Joud, and if he wishes
- tu go further we are petfectly willing to take up the gauntler
i with him,

He may be right in sume cases, but evidemly the class of i

customers he has been carrying are of the lame kinil, and he
, thvuld be ashamied to own ap that he is and has been i such

company solong.  He should make a desperate effert to get into
. better, as there is nu alality required o sell lumber to that
class of men, and judging from his harsh remarks this whele.
saler must be badly used.  As to his reinarks that the wholesale
men do everything that is necesary for the retail men, all
we have to say is that if the retail men were only energetic
cnough to place themselves in such a position that thar credit
was as good as the wholesale man (which to our minds 1s not
a very hard job) shey would find that the manufacturer would
be as anaious te sell direct to them, if not more so, than to the
i wholesale men, as if the retail man cannot sell his lumber at
. aprofit, and to men who will pay for it, he can keep it
jaled in his yard, and if the worst cumes to the worst he can
hand it back to the manufacturer.  Whereas, if the wholesale
man gete it and finds it slow sale, he 1s bound to anload, and
thuse people he speahs of who only pay 235, gets it and the
manufacturers get 30 ur 40 cents on the dollar from the whole-
saler, who holds as his share a Iot of unpaid notes, and where
do you find the retailer ? He isthe Lew off ; he has the stock on
hand, even il unsuhl, and the whulesaier stands between him
and harm. This gues tu shuw you that it lays with the
retailer himself to deal with the mill man, who is only teo
anxious to do soif the mark is good. In conclusion, we would
ask wholesalet that when he next throws any slurs on the re-
tailers he will be kind enough to remember that there are-as
geod as he who claim that title, and who feel thankful that
they stand as high in the scale as he does. Ry inserting this
you will much oblige.

— . e -

Yours, respectfully,
. Dockir.

ToRroxNTO, July gth, 1888,
Editor Canada Lumberman.

DEAK S1&,~Will you kindly allow me to correct an unin-
tentional error which appeared in my letter in your last issue,
wherein I say, ‘* that not more than 25% of so called yards-
men’s paper was met at maturity during last winter.”  \Whereas
Lintended to say, ““that not more than 25% of so-called
yardsmen retired their paper at maturity during last winter.”
. There are several firms doing a joint wholesale and retail
business from car and dock, as doubtless some others who
meet their engagements promptly, and I trust that all such
will accept this prompt correction in the same spirit intended
Ly the writer.

Truly, yours,
WHOLESALER.

Loxbax, June 28th, 1888,
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Lditor Canada Lumiberman.

Could you or any of your readers inform me of the places
in Ontario or (uichec to secure the best grades of Hard Maple,
the section of the country where the best quality grows, also
how I can procurc a copy of the Government Forestry Report ?

Yours truly,
JAaMEs Gorpox.

class of wood referred to above, are in a position to give our
correspondent the necessary information. (2)—Write direct
to the Crown Lands Department, Toronto, for Ontario
Forestry Report and to the same department at Quebec for
the report of the Province of, Queleec.
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g Answer (1}—Those of our readers who are interested in the
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New Brunswick Matters.
Mapawaska, July 4th, 1888.

By some mishap one or two of the latest numbers of your
valuable journal failed to put in an appearance, and we are
now looking forward to receiving the July issue.

The winding up of our last winter's operations is being
. carried on successfully, and the drives, with a few exceptions,
; have already reached the Fredericton booms. Owing to the
f late breaking up of the lakes, through which the logs had to
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| Editor Canada Lumbcruan.
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pass, operations have been delayed, but on the whole there
has Leen no reason for serious complaint.  There has, without
doubt, been an unusually Jarge quantity of logs handled since

" the commencement of operations last winter, and_the lumber-

men’s prospects fook bright.

- No doubt inside of two years agreat reaction will take place
in the business of small lumber operators, those who have
been engaged in picking up the culling of the.Jarger vperators,
The work of thinning out our forests has been poing onat
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such a npxd ate of late years, lh'\t biefore long there will be
literally nothing left to ent.  Axa consequence the trade will
rapidly duninteli, nnd heavy losses will be the order of the'
day.

There is no dispuung the fact that we have too many
novices engaged in the lumber trade, and as a result they lave
to pay dearly for their expenence. It requires many years of
expertence to hecome a successful lumber operator, and among
the many requisites necessary 1s the knowledge of how (o most
cconumically saw lumber, at the same ume placing the proper
valie on the goud artcle, and how to avoid loss i sawing
mferior stoch.  He requires 1o theroughly erwse hts linits and
exercise enough judgment to Anowe a good chance from a poor
one whep he sees ity and not say I znk st will hold out a
good supply. The neat thing to be conswdered 15 a goad
camping ground handy te water and advantageous for log
hauling, .Another, and the next important move, 1s to select
first class choppers and teamsters.  The choppers should be
taught not to cnt a faulty tree, or one too small ; if they do
charge them with the expense of hauling to the brow. No
man is capable of successfully conducting a lumber business of
any impyriance unless he can teach his men their duty from
the cuok 't the streamedriver.  What robs our lumber oper-
ators moure than anything clse 15 the cutung of poor quality
ansd small timbee.  Instead of quantity the main consideranon
should always be quality, as one-half the quantity of goud
timber pay» better than dunble the amount of pour matenat.

It requires an age to learn the lumber trade, and not a
theoretical but practical truning 1s essental to success, 1 had
an old Yanhee in my employ at une time who told me that
when he had driven oxen for about twelve years he considered
that but few if any could excel him, but that after 25 years
experience, he had come to the conclusion that his knowledge
of teaming was very limited. A good lumberman will sooner
or later come to the same conclusion. The more eapericnce
he has the more he will find out that he has still much to
searn.

. O. Byranm.

ToroNTO, July 25th, 1888,

Eilitor Canada Lumberman.

It may be presumptious for a retail man to reply to the
oracle ** Wholesaler,” but being constituted as we are we will
try, in becoming humility, Oh YWholesuler, and venture to ex-
press our opinion, even at the risk of being cut in two by a
few more old saws, badly set and recklessly set in motion by
this wholesale man.

Retail men, one and all, will not buy at the mills—from
whom, the mill men or the wholesale purchasers of the
stocks?  As the Jumber must be seen ; consequently the lum-
ber must be brought here to be inspected, examined, ete., ete.
As the will men do not, 1o any alarming extent, send lumber
to this puint on speculation, it must be the whotesalers who
do so. In paragraph number two we are gravely informed
that on condition of not going to the mills the wholesale men
promise not to break bulk nor sell to consumers. Again in
the same paragraph we are told that during the past winter
retail men did not retire more than. 257 of their paper as it
matured and wholesale men had to carry them through.

Observe, firstly, one and all retail dealers decline to pur-
chase at the mills 3 secondly, that witcout exception they all
require the wholesale dealer to pay the citire freight charges,
excess included, still more the wholesale men had to carry
75% of the retailers paper, from all of which we infer that all
without exception buy from the wholesale dealers.  Such be-
ing the admission of **Wholesaler* (vide communication)y
whence the necessity of the condition required and which the
most important menin the retail brapch decline. In other
words, the wholesale men ask the retailers to do what they
are not doing. Is Lord Dundreary redivious? * This is some-
thing * no fellah can understand.”

As the wholesale men sell to the best consumers we have,
the retailers have the men who possess but small capital and
to whom they are compelled to grant renewals, hence the
necessity for the retail men in turn requesting renewals.  The
price to the consumer supplied by the wholesale men being
the same as to the retailers we are thus precluded from selling
them and are hampered by the wholesaler. We must not
raise any objections or we will be treated to the wisdom of the
ancients {not by Bacon) in a condensed form.

One esteemed friend in classing the salc of 2 car of lumber
with wholesale transactions is immensly humqurous.

While still of the opinion that the R.R. yards should not be
kept asa preserve for wholesale men, we are glad to know
thag they have actually condescended to make an offer to the
R. R. Co. ; and that they are desirous of Paying fer what they
receive, although, sad to relate, sometimes they pay for more
than they get. Unfortunately this occurs frequently in these
degenerate-days.  With this commanication, adicu.

Pixus,
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