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that threge months will make a well drillodl
soldier ns many years will bardly suflico to}
twn out a thoroughly competent ofticer,aud
our present system abovae all others is thnt
best adapled to produce good officers 1f it
was faitly developed.

In the [ouse of Conimons this hias been
sytematically ignored, it is not lovked on
with favour by a large and influentinl clnss,
and that tho very first-to feel the disastrous
citeets of its incfliciency in case of nutional |
complication the pittance required for its |
muintenance has always been a stumbling
block to tho Minister of Finance and one in
truth for whiok ho could offer loust excuso ;
and although tho force has been well repre.
sented in Parliament it would appear that
pirty obligations ecupied theivholeattention
of those who shonld have made all questions
affecting it a source of interest and inquiry.
Our contemporary has earned the gratitude
of the force by the course taken in the pro ,
sent article, and wo kopo the proposed in-
quiry will meet with the favor a proposition
of its magnitude and volue deserves. Not
only have the affaits of * Qur Miliin Sys
tem"” been neglected by the Eigh Court of
Puarliament, but they have received scant
courtesy from the Press, and we lhope the
vigorous article from Z'%he Nation will be
followed up by others from influential jour.
nals written, not with a desiro to subvert a;
system or a patty, but with the true inten-.
tion of ‘strengening a great national institu
tion,

Tue following from the columas of Broad
Arrotw of 4th April shews in what direction
the current is setting, it is entitled “An Im-
perial Gnard.”

The New York papers have the follow:

ngi—

g‘An independent military organizition 13
now heing tormed in this (under tho above
title), 10 number 500 members, «nid which
will be dne of the tinest organizations of the !
kind in the country, The object of this or-
gnuization is instruction in the schiool of the
soldier,without thut annoyanceand t ixunthe
time of its membess which i3 incuwbent on
the members of the Nationul Guavds,und, by
i1s reception duting the winter mouths, to
promote social union and fellowship umong
its members.

“The proposcd uniform is ecarlet coat
with scarlet tritnmings, dark blue pants,
bearskin hat, black belts, light blue over
cont (same as worn by the National Guard),
futigue cap. ‘I'hie cost of the complete vur
form will be about $125  Membess ure ex:
pecteid to bavo their uniforws in tuue for
the first parade after their eiection to mem-
Lership, It will be seen that the fuli dress
uniform is similur to thust worn by tho Brite
ish Grenadiers, .

% Squad-drills will bo held weekly ; coumst
pauy drills mill be held montbly,  Thero
will be no drills during the summer months.
The annusl parsde will tuke placo, probably
in September of ench year. Spectal parades
will take place when ordered by the cum:
pany. The first parade will take place either
in June or September.

*The non-commissioned will not be elec’
ted until the permasent organizition is
effected,

| dues,$20.

#'The nrmoury-building which it is pro.
posedt to erect will contain a meotingroom,
reading room nnd library.a suite of prrlours,
hat and cloak-rooms, s banquotting'hall,
propecty‘rooms for the safo keeping of such
articles of uniform as tho members may dor
sito to leave at tha armoury, and a large
ngsembly room with galleries sufficient to
nceommodate some four thousand porsons,
oxclusive of the floor which will accommo:
date somo fifteen hundred more,  This binll
will bo ono of the finest and Inrgest in the
country, and when not required for the uso
of tho arganization will bo rented for bails,
concetls, &c., from which a revenuo may be
derived,which will be devoted to the liquida
tion of the dabtincurred in its erection,

¢ Receptions-will be given by the Imperial
Guard during the winter, for the members
and invited guests only. No tickets to be
sold. ‘I'licso receptions will be on a seale of
splendour surpagsing those of any similar
organization. ’

“ The expense of membership in the Im-
peria) Guard will he—Uniforn),£125 ; annual
I'here is no initiation fee, Fines
for non-attendance of drills and parndes
have not yet been fixed, but will be
nominal,

¢ Candidates for membership in the [mpe-
rial Guards must be not less than five feot
six inches in helght und of good moral chin-
ractor. Tho term of service is unlimited,
any moember being at libarty to resign at
any timo he may dezire."

\s nothing is yét said about the Emperor
who is to commaud these Republicau Pree-
torinns, the schewme looks very liko huying
the saddle first, and then going into the
market for a horse te fitit.

Our contemporary’'scommentis not to tho
point,The horee a thorough-bred one at that,
and saddle are already provided. Our cousins
ate merely looking for the trusined Jocky
and he is not difficult to find, From the
nature of things s return to their nationnl
alleginnce is the evident destiny of all North
America,and we look nt such manifestations
as this simply as indicative of tho strong
current of feeling underlyingour neighbors’
assumed antipathy; they cannot but be sen-
sible of the vast advantageswe inCanrdaen:
joy under the statulity of a limited Consfitu-
tional Monaichy compared with the all but
aunarchy of theirown mstituuons Jtis ovident
that sooner or luter the solution of all their
difficulties will be sought in u return to the
paternal care of the Sovereign of the British
Bmpire ; so that the idea of au lmperial
Guard is by no meana s0 foolish as our ccne
teinporary Bicad Arrow supposcs.  Specu®
lativeand pracucalRepublicamism are totally
dillerent things. Our contemporary admires
the former ; the promoters of the Imperiai
Guarys understand the latter thoroughly,
and we proless our adwration of their good
sense in providing all thewr muchinery be-
fore thay set to work the miller.

¢ Tho fiist torpedo vessel of the Biitish
Navy was luunched 1t Pembroke Dockyurd
last week. The Fesuvas 13 n bmudsomne
Jittle vessel, and when fully equipped Ber
huil will only be somo three feit abuve the
water, and her screw below.  Her principusl
dimensions are—length between perpéndicu
lars, YUft.; breadib extreme, 22if, ; depth

in hold, 111¢, 43in. ; displncement in tona.
241, She is prapelled by twin screws driven
by engines on the surface condenser princi
ple, of 360 indicated horse'power, with boile
ers bearing n pressure of 70lbs. to the
square inch.  Sho will not produce any
smoke—coke only being used. and the fun-
nel » horizontud one, lying along tho deck,
wlich 18 semi oval,  The crew will be atu
Lionad below, and ventintion will be pro*
vided Ly a draught of wir produced in fur
naces by haud, until stean: is got up, alter*
wards  generated by mewns of w deukey
ougineg, winch drives » fun inaddition to her
largo engines used for various purposer,
‘This unique spe cimen of murine architecturs
was designed by Me, N. Barnaby, chief naval
architect at the Adminlty; und was con-
structed under the imun:2dinte supervision
of M. Martin, the mustershipwright ut the
Pembroko Dockyurd. It 1 to be hoped
that we shnll soon be uble to mve some ac’
count of her performances,

Broad Arrow of 4thApril givesthe foregoin
psrageaph. Itis curious to find in the lead:
ing military journal of Grent Britain an
unnouricement of a fuct that proves an 1n*
tention on the pirt of the military and naval
authorities of that country, to t«ke under
their patronage a system which hus proved
a fuilure in the United Stntes and of whose
latest development the leading journal, the
Army and Nary Journal of that country hns
recently given such laughuble and ludicrous
description a8 “a pole witha tani of powder
atons end.,” Tue duty of vessels like the
Vesuvius being to poke said pole under the
bottom of any ship that woutd be courteous
enough to allow tho experiment to be yried
with equal dunger to all parties.

Ix our issue to'day will be found a lectute
delivered by the talenledauthorof “theWel-
lington Prize Essay,” Lieut. Maurios, R.A.,
at the Royal United Service Institute and
addressed to ofticers of the Volunteer Corps,
the title being * On the connection betmeen
the Ordinary work of Soldiers in peace-time
and Militin Eflicienoy," but in reality a well
considered vigorous essay on discipline pure
und sunple.  We commend its careful study
to our readers us one of the best and most
compreheustve essay we have over read on
this most intetesting subject,especially as it
places before our volunteer officers an anal
3ysis of what is meant by commanding men
and their duty us soldiess in peaco or war,

The leszon taught by the tulented lecturer
is one mnch needed by volunteer officers,and
n good denl of the alleged inefficiency of the
force m«y be traced to the lack of knowe

ge of the subiordination of duties and
ponsibilities which should exist between
officers and men.

Ix another page will be found two articles
fromtheArmy and Naoy Guzelfe.one a paparon
** Armament of Ships of War,” the other on
the *New Cavalry Tactics,” both zre suflis

ciently interesting to warrant us in placing
them bejore our readers ; they are desd
most valuablo bLecause they exhitnt the
pra~tical experience of solliers and seamen

atanding high in their professioas,



