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local and under exceptional civcumstancey.
Ju great operations it could not Lo supnasod
that any mero handful of Mounted Infantry
could bo of uso in holding an enemy in check.
It is true thoy might be utilized to hold a
pass bridge head or any other post of advan

tngo for a short time, but in nine-
teen cases out of twenly thero would bo no
place for them in ficld operations and they
would only add (o the difliculties of an ad-
vance by increasing tho transport, If train-
ed to ride well and to fight on foot as well as
on horseback, as one of our most talented
officers advocates, wo could train a lorge
forco for service in this country and could
utilize them ; but the idea of what is known
in England as car-borne Riflemen could not
be entertained in Canada at all,

Tho wholo subject, nolwithstanding whal
has been gained by personal or other ex-
pevience, is one for closo caleulation; and
tho best thing we have seen on it yet
is taken from the Volunfear Scrvice Gazetle
of {ho 15th March, as follows :—

To the Editor of Volunteer Scrviee Gazelte,

Sir,~This question was much debated at
Hythe in 1861, MMajor Calley of the Wilts
Yeomanry proposed it with much zeal to
General [Iay, and it met with, from him,
that qualified approval which the mixture of
responsiblo oflicial with advancing investiga.
tion was likely to beget,

‘I'he great opposition to carriages was to the
length, the weight, and the danger of encum.
bering roads of advance and retreat. Theso
might be met, I think, by making them
short, but holding men four deep. Place the
seats over the wheels, and have three men
facing threo others in the channel between
tho wheels, and three on each facing out-
wards, The driver and non-commissioned
officer on the box, and the whole to be drawn
by threo horses abreast, the centre one bear-
ing shafts. If the way is likely to be block-
ed, I conceive the hind carrisge could be
unlimbered and tho front Jimber trotted off,
wwhen the party could.unship the hind wheels
and raise the body on end out of the way at
the road side.

Suill, the objection is weight. Goud roads
ara the oxception, not the rale in warfure,
and these vehicles ought to go anywhere and
do anything Itke a horse artillery gun. Three
horses to fourteen men, weighing with arms
and kit 2001bs. a;man, are rather over weigiit-
ed; and, unless the men are in suflicient
numbers on the cars, the train would bLe too
long for rapid use, and ulility in action, and
four horses with dvivers ave only equal to
thvee horses without, and you get two useless
mouths,

Eight cars and twenty-four horses, there-
fore, will carry eight drivers, cight officers,
non-commissioned officers and buglers, and
ninety-six fighting men, and might be de-
nominated a ¢ar troop.

Let, us now tuke o troop of Mounted Infan-
try. ‘There can be no doubt of the much
greater clasticity, rapidity, and general util-

ity of tbese, Let them be able to scramblo |

anywhere on smuil Cossaclk, or Welsh cobs,
and you get the most harassing body imagin-
able. Hardy amimalg, ready to browse any
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given precedenco to carriage folks, and wo
will aslk how to put tho samo number of
fighting men and oflicers in the field as on
the cara,

If properly trained, 4 horses might bo held
by one man beside his own, or oven moro if
he dismounts, and the horses arve brought
heads together ina civele, liko o Welsh dvove
at a fair: but let us tako it that ono man
holds 1 horses, Ninely ~ix men and eight
oflicers, non-commissioned ollicers, and bug-:
ler will require 104 horses and 26 horse-
holders, total, 130 horses, Consequently, we
havo to compare 21 horses and 9 non-com
batants with 130 horses and 26 non-comba-
tants, OUn this comparison certainly cars nve
cheapest and most efticiont on paper, while
Mounted Infantry are most active, most far.
rewching, and most convenient in tho ficld
and its approaches. I should decide in fuvor
of the ltter.—Yours, B, W, 1L

P.S.—sincoe wriling, [have seen a short
resime of Colonel Wood's lecture. 1 sup
pose his distribution of 150 men would be
somowhat as follows : Mounted—1 captamn, 2
licutenants, 4 sergeants, 1 bugler, 65 pri-
vates, 2 farriers; total 75 horses. Distmount
ed—I[ captain, 1 licutenant, 4 sergeants, 1
bugler, 1 assistant surgoon, hospital ordinary,
8 dacivers, 58 privates; total, 73,

So ecight carviages or cars, with ambulance,
conveyng ten men, a driver, and an ofticer—
non-commissioned  or non-combatant—
would need 24 horses; and allowing, at
loast, four horses for ‘**spare,” and two for
ambulanco, we should mount and convey
our 130 men on 105 howses I think 1 ad.
here to the view of 120 men on 120 horses
as more available and trustwortby, even if
they require two light four-lisrse or three.
horse Army staff waggons with them: 75
horses will take 15 men to hold them, leav
ing, all told, 60 per company of ail ranks
combatant of tho mounted branch, and
there will be 65 of the dismounted ranks.
So wo shall get 125 less active men than 120
mounted men, less 24 horse holders, equal-
ling 96 more active men, I must leave the
deduction to be drawn to the profession.

B. W, 11

Our readers will remember thatitisan
error of the graevest kind in Logistics to in-
crease the number of animals which should
properly belong to an aimy, General Bur
govxn: brought the greatest disgeace upon
the Military reputation of Great Britain that
1t has ever suftered—by disregarding this
plain axiom—he would persist in trausport-
ing a train of artillery out of all proportion
to his force or its possible necessities, anad
the disaster of Saratoga followed.

Our contemporary’s correspondent puts
the whole case in its proper light—it is a
question of transport alone—and ho has
given it in;full without circumlocution.

Iy tho Fifth volume of the VoutxtoER
Review, at page $20, will be found an article
on Field Fortifications, in which a modilica-

tion of the angwlar or right lined system was
advocated, by substituting for the ordinary

| flcches segments of circles on tho ground
| that it would provide better flanking fire and

where, and stand exposure; small cars of | entirely overcome the difficulties offered to

men bright, bold, and intelligent; sharp
clever commanders, snd thero is a very
pretty thorn for the enemy's side, and no
bad assistance to the new intelligence officer.
Well, now, let us put them together; wo havo

defenco by deard angles as well as affording
protection from richockef fire. Since then a
volume of the uited Service Journal for 1831,
has showed us that the principlojwas recog-
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nised at tho Military Academy abt Addis.
combe, England, and that Mr. Borbwiye,
Professor of Fortifications and Artillery at
that institution, leclured on it at tho annual
exanunation of that yenr.

The Juwrnal says—< Upon thatl occasion
plans illustrative of the systam were produc.
ed. Mr. Borpwist attaches to the angular
system of permnnent fortification four prin.
cipal Jdefects.

“1st. The liability to enfilade unless con-
strncted under peculiarly favorable circnm.
star:z2s of locality.

¢ 2nd. Tho waut of divect firo from their
most exposed peints ; tho salients.

“3rd. The want of divect fire for dofence
of tho ro-entering angles ; and

i 4th. The want of co-operation tetween
their fronts when tho besiegers have attained
the counterscarp and the consequent isolat.
ed condition of the attacked.

“All theso avils miny be considered as
materially vitiating the existing methods of
fortifying, and so inherent in them that
they cannot bo removed, whilo tho same
form remains to the body of the place or to
the dotached works. Mr. Borpwineg, thero-
fore, proposes to make his works c'veular ;
by giving them this form he preserves them
from the cffects of ricochet and obtains both
a direct and flanking fire upon evory portion
of ground which the enemy must pass over.
“Whereas in the existing systems tho salients
are ounly detended by auxilinry fire, ¥hich
being silenced by ricochet or direct batteries
the groundis ovcupied by the enemy at littlo
risk and trifling loss,

t All the flanking defences in the existing
system may be silenced without the enemy
being put to the necessity of attacking them
dirvectly, that'is without getting possession of
the works in which such flanking defences
aro placed. In the proposed system no such
effect can be produced on the flanks; they
cannot be seen from any ground out of the
works in which they are situated, and their
strong casemated condition renders them in-
valnerable to vertical fire, so that the besieg.
er must carry them beforo they will cease to
operate upon his advance to the body of the
place.

“ Those flanking batteries are placed in
works which are so disposed as to allow them
not only to defend the front towhich they are
attached, but also the collatoral fronts, and
thus, contrary to what is the case i the
right lined system, the front against
which an enemy would parlicularly
direct his attack is not left to its own ro-
sources only but derives powerful assistanco
from the adjoimog fronts. Hence the agsault
of tho body of thoe place entails the necessary
capture of five principal works either threo
bastions and twu demi-lunes or two bastions
and threo demi-lunes. The enemy will taus
find himself engaged in & widely extended
c.urse of attacks which are subjected to
greater disadvantages than can be experit
cenced against the angular systoms. The




