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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lesson I1.—Tne Boy JBsus.—Jax. 12.
{Luke if. 40-52,)
GoLpxN Text. —** And Jesus inoroascd in wisdom and stature,

and in favor with God and man,”—~Luko ii. 52,
Cextrin Trorr, ~Growth in Graco,

istrosscd Y)arents, v, 40-45,
ANALYSIS.— octors erplexed, v. 40.47.

utifal ioty, v. 48.52,

Tiug AND Prace.—B.C. 5—A.D. 26. Nazarcth aud Jerusalem.
The Templo incident occurred in tho year A.D. 8, Christ being
twelvo years old.

INTRODUCTORY.—~Six months after tho birth of John, Jesus vas
born. Though living at Nazareth, Joseph and Alary went to
Bathlehem in obedienco to an edict requiring all the people to bo
enrolled. On the right of their arrival the holy Child was born
in tho stablo of tho inn. Iis birth was announced by angels to
somo shophierds. YWhen forty days old ho was presented to the
Lord in tho temple at Jerusalem. Luke ii. 22.38.

Soon tho wise men of the East came, seeking the child who
was born King of the Jows, Hered was much disturbed by their
enquiries, and sent the wise men to find the child and bring him
word—his gecrot intention being to destroy him. Warned of God
not to return to Herod, tho wiso men went home another way.
Herod then dotermined to kill all the children of Bethlehem ~fiwo
years old and under, and God warned Je .pn in a dream to fles
with3f 5 and tho child Jesus to Egypt. After Herod’s death
Joseph, Mary, and the child roturned to Nazarcth. Here Jesus
dweli as boy and man for nearly thirty years.

Verse by Verse.—V. 40. Tho child grew—waxed s$rong—filled
with wisdom.—Threo things ave here told of Christ’s development
from infancy to boghcod. e grew; growth is the atrongest
evidenco of lifo ; Ho was lifc itself ; if Ho is in us thers will bocon-
tinual growth, Ho waxed strong; moro increase in aize ia not the
trucst growth; solidity of foundation, quality of material, and
strength of superstructure are essential qoalities. He was filled
with wisdom ; growth and strength aro gecod aund necceesary, but
without wisdom they arc useless. Ho whowasfilled with wisdom,
is now mado unto us wirdom, 1 Cor. i. 30. Tho grace of God was
upon Hii,—This was the sourco of His growth, strength and
wisdom. The samo sourcoe is as freely and fully ours.

V. 42. When Ho was twelve years old.—At this age tho Jowish
boy assumed for himself legal obligations, began to wear phylac.
terics and learn a trade. To Christ must havo como strongly at
this time tho senso that He had upon Himsclf the legal obligaticns
of tho whole world.

V. 43. Thecbild Jesus tarried in Jernsalom.~-What strange
thoughts must have filled the boyiah mind as Ho lingered in the
Templo which He now realized was rightlolly 1.8 dwellizg plece.
What wonderlcl foreabadowings of eventain years to como must
have flooded His imagination as Io walked the strects of thocity,
its rejected King.  Hw tarried behind, not heedlesly, but on His
Father's busincss which 30 intimately concerned tho salvation of
you and me. His mother knew not of it.—This is astriking
tribate to tho loving trust and cunfidence so implicitly pu. iu the
divine Cbild by His motker.

V. 46. They found Him in tho Temple.—~How often to-day we
hear the complsint of too much charch goiog, and too many
meatings for our yoang peaploe oo the part of professing Christian
parents. They forget that tho church is 1n au especial sensc God's
eorlhly dwelling place, and that we must be abourt our rather's
butiness. Strange, bat we dn not find worldly paronts urgiog
their objeclions so stroagly ageinat too much party going, or too
many dagoes.  Must we conclude that the worshippers of mammon
ars more zealous than tha worshippers of God? 1lu tho midst of
the doctors.—Siace that matable Jay whea the twelve year old boy

perploxed and astonished the loarned dootors of Jerusalem, G cd
has been using tho weak things of tho world to confound the
mighty, and the fuolish things of tho world to confound the wise.
A child in ysars orjutelleet may possess tlie wisdom of God in
such measuro as to mako foollsh the philosophy of a Huxley or a
Darwin,

V. 40. How is i that yo sought mo?—Mary might have kuown
where Ho would bo found, His natural placo was in Ilis Fathor's
liouso, Hia occupatinn, about His Father’s business. OQur friends
should bo able to say of us that whereovor wo are, wo are in our
Fathera company, and wbatover we aro Jdoing, it is oor Father's
businress.

V. 50. Thoy understoad not.—You mast expect to bo leoked
upon a3 impractical and misunderatood il you talk about your
Fathers business,

V. 51, 52. Ho was subject unto thom—and increaged in wisdom
and stature and in favor with God aud wman.—So Christ was
blessed in tho path of obedicaco, and His greatest bleasing was tho
favor of God. Tho favor of man did not last long, nor serve Him
in tho hour of extremity. Wo can afford to count it out of our
calculations if wo aro sure of being ablo to count on tho approval
and blessing of tho Father.

Br Warx or InrestraTioN.

The Father's Business, B.F Jacobs, mceting an o!d friend,
was asked, ' What (s your business now !’ Heaunswered, ¢ Samo
old businesr, praying and gettiog souls eaved.” *Oh, I thought
it was real catate.” * That is only incidental, my rcal business s
to savo sou's.”

Tncle John Vasssr spoke to a stranger on day in a hotel parlor
about her relations to Christ. Sko was much moved and after-
ward repested the conversation to ber husbaund, who wasindignant
and said, “ You should havo told him to mind his business.” Tho
wife repliod,  If you bad heard him, you would have thought ho
was minding his business.”

Subjoct unto them.—~Should any true-hearted child, however
great his gifts, consider the child place in a home unworthy, sincd
tho Son of God fornd the Father's busincss for so many years in
such a humblo poasant homo ! Says Canon Farrar, “ A life spent
in brushing clothes and washing crockery and sweeping floors—~a
life which the proud of tho earth would havo treated as tho dust
under their feet- -a life spent at tho clerk’s desk, a lifo speat in the
narrow shop, a life spent in the labarer's hut, may set bo a lifo
30 conodied by God's loving merey that for tho sake of it a king
might gladly yield bis crown.

. CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

TorosTo—Tho Church of the Covenant Juniors on Christinas
morping visited the JAged Woumen's Home, Sick Children’s
Hospital, Nursing at Homo Mission, and Children’s Shelter, sing-
ing hymos cud distrituting sifts ab each institution.  They aleo
presented a grown up friecd in the congregatien with & comfort-
ablerockingchair, and carnied a bsuyact of flowers toa widow lady.

Ambition.

Firat Day—Itatreagthens—2 Cor. v. 915,

Second Day—It weakens—Prov. xxv. 6, 7, 16, 27, 293 xxvi. L.

Third Day—1t cxalts—2 Tim. iv. 1.8,

Fourth Day—It debases—Isa. x. 12:19.

Fifth Day—1t leads upward—Rom. ii. 1-10.

Sixth Day—It loads downward— Luke i. {.53.

Paarae Mzrrise Torte, Jao. 12—Tue PERIL AND THE PawER
or AuRrTny, Luke ii. 52; Dent. vwiii. 11-2

A terios of prayer meeting tapics for the new year wero pub-
lished in this department Iast week by mutake. They are excel-
lent in themselvos, but aro not as somo may have supposed, tho
Christian Endeaver Topics for In06.

HIDDEN TEXT AND CATECHISM.
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