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MISSION FIELD

The Missionary Review of the World.

. Pierson discusses thu Church at homo and finds here,
amongst oursolves, tho greatest hindrance to the worli's conversion.
in order that we may bless others wo must be blessed ourselves.
A Christanity, thai is not in its very existence self-propagating is
not of much account, and such is the character of the Church as
he interprets herlife.  The first conspicuoas weakness is scoularism
‘“the drift towards tho world,"” *‘thecontrol of tho apirit of the
ago which always was and still is opposed to tho Spirit of tiod.”
The Now Testament definition of the early Christians is that
*¢ they worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh,” and in their activities they
‘‘ continued steadfastly in tho Apostles teaching and fellowship, in
bresking of Lread and in prayers.” *Contrast with this, modern
church worship with its claborato ritual, stately ceremonial and
artistic choral performunces by costly professional musicians; with
its proud confidence in members and wealth and in the patronage
of the worldly, so that unconverted wmen sit on its boards of
trustees, with its emphais in good works and alms deeds and
outward forms of organization.” As such scrvices do not impress
nor attract the world, sensationalism is resorted to 1n order to get
an audience. By scusationalism ke means anything, whether
acsthetic, ar arlistic, or spectacular, or humorous, or srotesquc,
tbat is intended to attract tho outsido world into the church.
This ho contends in not wrong simply in method butin principle
—that the church is a body of belicvers, and that the first duty is
to minister to them by unfolding truth, much of which the world
cannot understand and will misinterpret. But the attempt to
attract the world leads to other departures, first the suppression of
unpalatable doctrines, and the lowcering of the standard of godliness.
That js inevitable.  If the world is to be entertained and gratified
there muat be care not to urgo too high a standand of spirituality,
nor to dwell too frequently on certain doctrines that find little
favor with the flesh. It niced not be said that no one would be
unvwilling to have unbelievers present atall religious services, but
that in onler to win them the only attractivon must be the beauty
of holiness.  That spicit of scasationalism appears in Mission
work, in the apprtite for thrilliug storics, and the impaticuce for
greater results, and the temptation placed before missionaries to
create and sustain enthusiasm, by scnsational reports.  Tho resnlt
of all this is & liberalism that tolerates all creeds, and reduces
Chrristianity to a mere cult rather than a religion of the heart, and
of course, m taking this attitude, as we in a *‘ Parlinment of
religions,” there is little heart in the prosecution of Forcign Mission
work. Why should wo if Christianity is only onc of many?

Rev, Jas. Douglas gives an interesting sketch of the proceedings
at’ the cclebration of the Young Men’s Christian Association
Jubilee inLondon inJune last.  The article is such a bricf cpitomo
of what was saild and done, that an attempt further to skelctonize
would be sepulchral.  They were there from the United Kingdom
and Ircland with their dependencies from  America an continenial
nations, from China, Japan and West A rica, representing 5,138
afliliated associations and nearly 000 wembers seatteresd
throughout the warlsd.

The first Y.M.C.AL was organized on Junc Gth, 15§1 by George
Williams, and was conlinesd to the cmployess of the drygomls tirm
of Hitcheock & Uv., Lanilon, 1n which titin hie was o junior assistant.
The sccd then sown has borne fruit abundantly, and saturally
Goorge Williams was the ceotral figure on this occasion. The
Queen honored im wits Knighthood and the Mayor with tho
froedom of the city.

Have Missionsbeena [aiturcin India? How oftenthat question
hasbeen asked and auswered. It is a qacstion frojuently pro-
nogncad upon by globe trutters, who apeat 2 fow days or weeks in
the country aud conmversed with some azcideutal acjuamtance and
loarned all about at.  Thisume 1213 an articlo in the Ferum by
Mr. Ghandi, entitled ** Why Christian Missions have failed in
India?” Mr. Ghandi isonc of those who were present at the
Parliament of Religions, and wlilst i the countey scught to en.
lighten the world as to Missions. and tho reason for thar want of
success.  Ina wond, thercason hie gives isthat the Hindu rehigion 1s
better, and that tho superiority is 30 apparent thatall accuatomal
to philusophic reamnun | cansec s, They who have pondered thia
subject aco the all suthuing miture of Hindu platoscphy, how the

simplest mind can havo its cravings satisficd,how thy ntellcetual
ginut ean aceept their reasonings, and thoy do not wonder thut
Christianity with its narrow and intollerant  dogmus mako such
ittle progress amongst the Hindug.” 1o says thut **Conscquently
not a single Argan has been converted theao three or four hundred
years and that when the missionaries found they bad fuiled, most
of thom abandoned their offotts and betook themsolves to o more
lawdable undertaking, tie cducation of the masses,”

Of courso the Hmdu rehigton is Panthoismn which unites man
land beast, overy hiving creature down to tho minutest animaleule
in one brotherhood. lence the offenco ol ** hedleating.” ‘I' tho
Hindu, 1t 18 as offensive as canmbahism i to the European becauso
it 18 tho destruction of beinga who are shurers in our common lifo
This articlo 13 answered by Dr. Wherry of Chicago, who uppeals to
the well known fact that many Acyans have been converted, some
of whose names niust bo known to Mr, Gihandy, und ho also poruts
out that the collapse of Hindu plulosophy and fmth is imminent?
as igseen by the numerous rehigious refortn movements, such as
the Brahma Somaj, the Asya Somaj, and the Prarthna Somnj, all
of which arc monetheistic in character, and have been espoused by
scores of thousands of Hindus. It 13 alimost absurd to spenk of
Chnistinmty as less humane than Hindwism when one thinks of the
Suttee, and child marriage and infunticide, and Jagarnatlss Car
and tho treatment of widows, all of which Christian influcnce lins
cither destroyed or in some degree mitigated, with ultimato prohi-
bition in view. After all, they who beat know, rojoico m saying
that Missions are a glorious success.

Rev. Arthur Snuth continues his excellent articlo in thy August '

numberon ** Tmneas a factorin Christian Misswns.” Ho thero
showed by the analogy of creation aud providence, that wo shonld
expect Missions to progress slowly, that they aro thus in fine with
all the great developments of God.  In this, ho dwells upon
hindrances that humanly speaking ure insurmountable, and that
account for the apparent want of cncouragement.  Chiof mnongst
these is * Moraul inertin.”  ‘They have been for so mnny centurics
without the knowledge of God that the moral faculty sccms to be
goue, it has been effaced biko the inscription on an old coin, and it
takes & long tinie to restore.  Hence the futility of that style of
evangehization which 13 to finish it up 1o this generation.  ‘I'o God
nothing 18 umpossible, but &ecording to the nnalogics of hfo many
ages will pass before the work 1s done.

I'r. G. D. Donkoutt, in an carneat plea for Medical Missionarics
gives a number of blead curdling illustrations of thy treatment of
discase by nztive doctors.  Tho unspeakable crueltios to which so
many arcconstantly subjected should break up indifference and
arousc us to action. Jesus camonot onlyto preach the (ospel,
but te givesight to the blind.  In this the church should follow
His example.

The cighty Biblo Sovictics i existence have circulated over
two hundred and forty millions of Bibles during the last hundred
years, and yet thin is vnly on for overy six now dwelling upon the
face of the carth,

Ignace Missions, -

The following intcresting letter from Mr. W, L. Tute, wis-
sionary, will be read with intereat.

Drar Mi. Fowienr  You must excuse mo neglecting to gre
you the informuation you desired. My timcis »o fully occupiod i
overlooked it.  This missinn is 300 miles in extant, licaalong tho
railway bitween Fort Willinm and Rat Portage. Tho country is
not opened up being all rock, muskeg and water, and except for its
tiinber and the minerals with which it is said to abound can nover
be of any value. The land is uscless for farming and even where
somo iry to raise garden vegelables the oarly frost is almost sure to
destroy most cverything.  We had {rost here on tho 10th of
Auvg thia yeaz. Hence ono can anderstand the ouly people in tho
country -vith the exception of the railroad nen arc tho Indians whe
tish anr pick berriew shluc berrics and rasps which arc tobe found
wilil in great abardancerin the suncner sna hunt i winter,  Thia
mssion 4 ot the bac st of the ailrond populativon therelore.
There arcabout twenty two staliona vmtald by the mrmeanry. W\°
Ignace, the centre of the ficld and the moat snpurtant atation of
tho lot bang the turmng peint for train crews between Fart
Wilhiam and Rat Pottage, Kabbath schuol 4.2 diviac actvico are
heid overy Sunday.  Thern ate about foutteen ot tiftoon familics in



